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mifiri, qiutama iiifania, Cmi! 

Oeditii aveiloi Hojlti ? Aut uBa futatii 
Doiu came doUs Vanaum ? & mm Ulyfles ? 

ViRG. 



IH E Delign of the Frec-Thmkr is, 
not only to infpire Men with tliofe 
great and manly Notions, which 
. may feem New, or little known ; 
but alfo to recorei- feveral Ancient, laudable 
Sentiments, which are in a manner loft, or 
vifibly decaying amongft us. Of the Latter 
Sort is that juft Indignation againft Popery, 
A I with 
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ivith which my Proteftant Cbuntrcymefn were 
formerly fired univerfally ; and which now is 
in Many grown languid, and in Some quite 
extinguiihed : And (what is moft amazing) 
too great a Number of Thofe, who ihould 
approve themfelves the Beft Friends, and who 
affed to be thought the moft Zealous Cham- 
pions of our Religion, are fo monftroufly re- 
conciled to the Church of Rame^ (notwithftan- 
ding their Sacred Engagements) that they 
feem only to wait for an Opportunity to de- 
liver up both our Liberties and our Worfliip 
into the Hands of a Popijh Ufurper. 

This Week I received the Pleafure of a 
Vifit from a Friend, who quitted Spain upon 
the prefent Pofture of Aflfairs. He was always 
a Good Proteftant, and a True Lover of his 
Countrey ; but, by living in a Nation, where 
jui Inquifition makes Slavery and Superftition 
pafs for the Rights and Religion of Mankind, 
his former Abhorrence of Tyranny of every 
Sort was nobly improved. He expreffed an 
uncommon Surprife at the Favourable Opinion 
of Popery, which he found prevailing at Home. 
His Converfation warmed my Heart j and put 
me upon enquiring, whence thefe growing 
Prejudices, in Favour of that once-exploded 
Religion, ihould proceed; and made me like- 
wife 
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wife thoroughly fenfible) how necellary it is 
for every Honeft Briton^ to aifift in putting a 
Stop to the fpreading of fo malignant and 
xuinous a Contagion. 

As foon as it was founds That the Prei 
tender would not turn Proteftant j his Agents 
thought the beft Expedient to remove that Ob-] 
ftade, and to fmooth his Pailage to the Throne,' 
wotild be to cool the Nation's Averfion to Po^. 
pery. Thi^ for fome Years paft, has been gra- 
dually managed with great Art, and a Succefs 
now too manifeft to be difiregarded. To pro« 
mote this Defign, feveral Dormant Opinions 
of thofe Authours, who in the Reign of King 
Charles I. were willing to advance, as near as 
Protefiants cotild, towards Popery, were re- 
vived and improved. To foften the Abfurdity. 
of Tranfubftantiation, a Sacrifice in the Eucha* 
rift is aflerted : To flatter the Ambitious a- 
mongft the Clergy, the Power of the Church 
has been carried to extravagant Heights ^ Hopes 
were to be given them, that they Ihould be a 
Body independent of the State: Auricular Con- 
feflion is urged as a Neceffary Part of Chriftian 
Difcipline : And, to make them over-look the 
Real Dangers the Church is in from the Papifts, 
they have been alarmed with Imaginary Fears 
of the Diffenters. Hence the Diffenters have 

A 3 been 
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been painted in the moft odious Colours ; 
while fuch favourable Reprefentatiops have 
been made of the Papifts, chat it is a received 
Maxim amongft the Populace, That it if better 
to be a Papifl^ than a Presbyterian ; notvrith- 
Aanding the Former is a Superftitious Idolater, 
and the Latter owns all tbe£dfential^ of Chri*- 
ilianity, differing from us only in fome Out- 
ward Forms and Modes. 

Several accidental Cauies liave likewife con- 
fpircd to fiicUitate thefe Designs of our Eae^ 
mies : As Ferft ; a notorious Coixuption of 
Manners ; which inclines the Loofe of b<^ 
Sexes to look towards Popery, as the faireft 
Twig to catch at, to fave their finking Con- 
fciences. In the next Place ; Party-Rdentment 
is (o ilrong in many, that to gratify their Re- 
venge, they would rifque the Ruin of them-- 
felves and of the whcde Conftitution, in Hopes 
to overthrow their imaginary Adverfaries. 
Thirdly i Popery does not appear Bare-faced in 
England i the Terrours of it are veiled ; and it 
is under fuch Reftridions by our Laws^ and 
reprefented fo harmlefs through the Cunning 
of the Enemies to the Proteftant Succeflion j 
that the Inconsiderate are put otf eheir Guard, 
and infenfibly learn to play with their Daogw, 
and at loft, even to court their Ruin. 

Lafihi 
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Lafikf J There is foch a Diftance of Time 
fiom the Reign of K. ^mes II. when the De- 
%is and Prances of the Papifts were open 
and notorious, that few of the prefent Gene- 
ration have been Eye^Witnefies to them ; and 
therefore they retain but feint, traditional Im- 
pre^ns of the Odioufnefs of Popery : And 
( which I am forry to menti<Mi ) thofe Watch- 
Men, who ihottld, from Time to Time, have 
refreflied die Memory of thofe Days, and have 
icept alive in the Minds of Proteftants the au- 
dacious Attm^s upon our Religion and Li- 
bertieS) have either careteQy or wilfully neg- 
lefted to cenci&ue the Alarm; 

It is dierefore high Time to awalcen my 
Cotrntrey-Men from thi$ prevailing, fatal Le- 
thargy : It is high Time to cry aloud to them> 
That I^»pery is an abfurd, fuperfUtious, enthu- 
fiaftick, idolatrous, cruel faiftitution : That it 
darkens the Underftandings^ and enflaves the 
Confciences> of its Votaries ; and is as much 
an Enemy to Vertue as to Truth : That it 
breaks ofilhder all the relative Ties of Men 
one to another ; that it utterly fubverts all 
the Advantages of Society j and does e£fedu- 
ally ( what the firft Chriftians were falfly ac- 
cufed of) turn the "World upfide down. 

A 4 1 would 
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I would have my Proteftant Countrey-Mcn 
farther convinced, that Popery is as refllefs 
now to contrive, and as powerful to efFed^, our 
Ruin, as it was formerly ; that all her fpecioi^ 
Pretences of Moderation and of Friendihip are 
infidious : And, to think of fetting a Popiih 
Prince over a Proteftant People, is as ftrong 
an Inftance of Infatuation^ as it would be to 
commit the Sheep to the keeping of the Wolf. 

Thefe Confiderations are fo evident and 
glaring, that I need not here enlarge upon 
them. I iliall therefore, at prefent, only en- 
deavour to renew in my Fellow-Subjefts their 
wonted Averfion to Popery, by a lively and 
fine Allufion, which Terms Idolatry a Spiritual 
Whoredom. And if we look upon the Romijb 
Church in this Light, a general Horrour of Pa- 
pery in a Proteftant Countrey (to purfue the 
fame Allufion) is a National Modejlyy neceflary 
to preferve. its Purity : It is fome Degree of 
Proftitution in Proteftants to hear Popery fa- 
vourably named, without a Blulh, and mani- 
feft Tokens of Indignation :' Not to ftartle, is 
to comply ; not to condemn, is to approve of, 
and encourage, the mercilefs Raviiher of our 
Liberty and our Religion. 
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N^ioy. Monday^ A^r.^o.iyi^ 



Et vofy 6 laur}^ carpam, (jr te^ proxima tf^e j 
&c pofiu quoniam fuauer mifcetis odares. 

Vine. 




IT laft, through the ContrlbudQns 
of my Friends, I have gathered fuch 
a Variety of Materials, as will make 
a Patch- work Paper ,- which may 
be perufed, to Advantage, with little Attention j 
and may pleafe, from its Novelty, more than 
an Uniform Piece. I give it to the Publick 
(in the Holydays) as a Halfjheet Mifcellany^ m 
which every Reader may find fomething to 
pleafe his Fancy. 

The Firft Performance is a yery Familiar, 
Off-hand Epiftle, dated the Twenty*fiztfa of 
January laft, from a young Gentleman to his 
Friend, who had written to him ip Verfe ; And 

lam 
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I am of Ofniiioii, it will be reliihed by the 
(fa§latif yeuqg tdkms, who 4a3ak Chtm. 
ftgfte. 

J\EAR Ton, iiji putlf Uwr difimr 

Af imce the Poet and the Zjover ; 
TttUf^ aU Pretty Fellows driiie at, 
And *oerf Few, » None^ anhe at: 
F«r, fkartTy that prove fincereif True^ 
And Ueadti that dilate Something New^ 
Are Talentfi Nature grants to Few. 
'And yet, when Beaus at Beauty nUAk, 
They aU ttrnt tfkr, and needs mufifirMk* 

Bta Tott {forffne fojafta Praife ) 
fia've won the Mirtle and the Bays : 
The Mirde wHh the Bays emwirid 
{A doable Wreath) your Brows JhdU bind, 
The Onefoft SippblcksJbaU infpire. 
And tune to Love the moving Lyre : 

The 
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The Other make jmriikiie 

» 

7%0 Ktueve, the P^rt, ifce tambfi^ji 
Jn Comedy or Satire jbive, 
A gently Kten m e-wy Umi 
A when fair Amotet // fim. 
Half in Good-Humom, U^M Spk&H 

Poett, *tis true, in Ancient Ttmes^ 
Did to their Stdje&s fet their Chimes : 
Hence Satire in hmhick titer $ 
And Fraife attemptt Piadanck fligbtt : 
Smart Epigram, at Fancy mnr, 
iSayfpat in ^tUbks or in Pmti 
While Low, andiSritf, and every Pain; 
Jn numrnftd Elegy contain. 

Nm, ef^ll Tbefeyouimiif a Mfiftmrt 
Mig^ prove {yon think) a J^e^WatiFi 
But if, alas, itjhpidd not cure 
Tour Hearty reloakfi Cakntrnt; 

Takt 
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Take my Advice j l^eave it to Tttiui 
Try any Remedfy bm Ebime: 
ToTy the Mufes, https of Jove, 
Are voanton Wenches^ Fimpi to Love -, 
'And Helicon, that quachfi JJqitory 
lAaltts the Fooby who diririk it, ficktr, 

J CM no more : Dear Tom, Adieu ; 
'And think on Him, pbo thinks on Tou. 

The Lover, to whom I gave my Advice 
on the Jwenty-Third of February, has fent 
me a very obliging Letter of Thanks; in 
which he endofes the following Verfes, de- 
firing the Free-Thinker to convey them to his 
Fair Acqiiaintance, being at prefent unfortu- 
nately feparated from her. 



I. 



THE Birdy that hears her Neftlings cry. 

And fiiet Abroad for Food, 

Returns, impatient, throttgh the Sky, 

To nurfe the caUow Broodf 

The 
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The tender Motber knows no Joy, 

JBta bodes a thoufand Hams, 
Andfichns for the Darlirtg Boy, 

IfHiik abfem from her Arm. 

Such Fondnefs, with Impatience '^*d. 

My fanbftd Bofom fires, 
IJow forced to lea/ve my Fair behind} 

The ^yeen of my Vefires ! 

« 

The Towers ofVerfe too languid proved 

M Similes are vain, 
Tofiew bow ardently I love. 

Or to relieve my Fain, 

The Saint, with fervent Zeal injpir*d 
For Heaven and Joys Divine, 

I The 
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The Saint it not with Rafturet fir*d 
f/bre ptrt^ mote wofrnHhait miiie;^ 

I ttOe what Liberty 1 dare i 

fTwere impious to fay more : 
Qmvey my Lonpngs to the Fair, 

The Goddefryl adore. 

T K B next Piece is a Thought elegantly 
'wrought oftt from a Greek Efigtam, by a Gen- 
deman o{ Oxford i andiraGeticeel Reprimand 
to all the beautifbl Coquettes in die Nation. 



CsAJtuiJUG is your Shape and Air, 
And your Face as Morning fair ! 
Oral Up9 and Neck of Snow ; 
Cheeks, where opemr^ Rofes blow ! 
When you fpeak, or fmile, or move, 
M is B^mti M it liove. 



Bk 



But thofe Eyes, Aku, t bate! 
Eyes, thatbeedlefs cfn^Pate, 
Shine voitb mtdifcemtig Kajti 
On the FopUn iMfgaze, 
JVatcb the Glanar cfthe Vam; 

m 

Meetmg miue with cM Difdmi 



I ItccoMMSVD ^e fuccee^ng Little Odt 
to Thofe of my own $ex, who have wafted 
their whole Time from their Youth ia acco- 
mulatiog Wealth ^ and may ftand in need, io 
dieir Latter Daysa of a Wife > in hopes to dofe 
the laft Scene of Life as agreeably, as they 
pafGbd dieir more vigorous Time laboriou%. 
It is the Courtihip of an Old Man to a yottog 
,Vir^ unitated from Anacrem ; and may in- 
^ire a Hail Citizen with many witty Con-; 
ceits in nuddiig L9iCw ' 






^And why fiC% mg bbmieg Miidl 
|r JnnocetKe of Age i^iudl 



m 
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Tb) Cheek nwiwith the Rofe compare j 
Mj Head it, m the USj far : 
mat bnxlj Gmlaxds Mudi compofe. 
Who aeave the ZJB) with tbeRsfe ! 

TO conclude my CoUeflion, I have a fliort 
Original Efiff'am ; written in Good Humour : 
And yet, I forefee, it will not make fame o£ 
my Readers laugh, though their Spirits are 
brisker, and their Hearts more jocund now, 
than they have been fince the Defeat of the 
S^miji Fleet in the Vltditenanean. 

G I o K s I cam to the Oown without firikitig a 

Bhw: 
jBi, jurtitfe Pretender, would- 1 could do fo! 
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IndoSUtf quid enhn faperet liber que hborum ; 
Rufticus urbano cmfufus^ t$irpis bonefto? 



Hor; 



mf 



mmt^i'mmamtf^i^ 



To the FR££*THIlfK£R« 

S 1 R^ Eajhr-Mmday, ijiS; 

T muft be confefTed^ you are the 
moft ufefuly as well as the mod 
reafonable^ Bnglijh Pfailofopher^ 
our Age has produced : But ne« 
verthelefs, I can aflfure you, that for One 
Difciple you have amongft the Fair Sex^ the 
SwiJs^Sage may count an Hundred : And yet, 
I dare fay, your Perfon is to the fell bs en- 
gaging as his. In fpight of your iea{bnabl6 
Animadverfions on "*" Mafquerades, I find the 
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Iniquity of them is to be renewed. On 
Thurfday next, between the Hours of Ten 
and Twelve at Night, will begin another 
Publick Sale by Inch of Candle, at the Great 
Petticoat- Warehoufe in the Hay-Market^ for 
the Benefit of Mr. Heidegger ; the Audion to 
continue till Sun-rifing ; and the Conditions 
of Sale, as ufiial : Neither do I believe, this 
CoUe^ion of Figures will be the Laft, to be 
expofed this Seafon. 

* For my Part, Mr. Free-Thinker^ I fliall ne- 
ver forgive the Ingenuity of this Switzer j 
fince his Inventions have deprived me of the 
greateft Happinefs, I propofed in Life. You 
muft know. Sir, I had made my Addreffes 
to Imoinda with all the Succe(s, a Lover 
could wilh for : The Day of Marriage waj 
appointed ; and the Father had confehted to 
give me Five Thoufand Pounds with his fa- 
vourite Daughter. In the mean time, it hap- 
pened, that (without her Knowledge) I 
difcovered her. Three Rendezvoufing Nights 
fucceflively, at the Haunted Houfe, when 
the Crowing of the Cock had warned the 
Speftres to retire : The firft time,flie appeared 
as a Sultan; the next Night, ihe walked as a 
Milk Maid, till Five in the Morning ; and the 
Third time, I found her tripping after a 

! Lord, 
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Lord) in the Habit of a Running Footman* 
Hereupon, I demanded FiveThoufand Pounds 
more of the Father, for Mafquerade-Mtmey : 
He was pleafed (with Tears in his Eyes) to 
think my Demand reafonable, connderidg 
how One Extravagance makes way for Ano- 
ther : But, his Circumftances not enablinj 
him to advance Half the Summ ; I wasforce( 
in Common Prudence, to renounce the in-" 
tended Marriage, much againft my Inclina«; 
tions* 

^ Such of. our Gentry as have a Genius for 
Intrigueing, and Others, who are only dii^ 
pofed to be Innocently Merry, may certainly 
contrive to gratify their Humours at a 
cheaper Rate, than by fuf&ring Mr. Heideg* 
ger to tax their Pleafures* I own, I am fo 
dull of Apprehension, that I can difcover no 
Ingenuity, no Advantage or Improvement^' 
in all this Expenfive, Publick Folly ; unlefs 
it be) that fome Faniilies may be blefl with 
an Heir, without the Trouble of fending 
their Ladies fo far as the Bath^ this Summer^ 
I am^ 

S t R> 

Tow Trite Difciptf^ 
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Thi Extravagancy, complained of in this 
Letter, is grown too Faflitonable to be dif- 
countenanced by Ridicule,- and too Notorious, 
hot to deferve the moft Publick Reproofs of 
cveiy Good Man. The Infeaion of it fpreads 
like a Peftilence, in fuch a vaft Populous City 
as This is ; efpecially, where the People of 
every Rank are fo Free, that no One, who can 
procure a Ticket for Love or Money, can be 
denied Admittance ; and where likewife the 
Dlverfion is fo New, that their very Curiofity 
excites Hundreds to crowd to it. Upon this 
Account, I have all along wondered, how Per-- 
fons of Qpality could be brought to think, there 
tan be any PoKtenefs or Decency in an Amufe* 
ment, wherein they debafe Themfelves to mix, 
at ufifeafonable Hours, in Drfguife with the 
Vile and the profligate of Both Sexes. 

I have, long fince, reprefented the Evil Con- 
fequences of * Luxury in a Nation ,• And ( I 
believe ) I need not prove, that Publick Maf- 
iguerading is not only a New, additional 
Branch of Luxury amongft us j but likewife, 
that it tends more immediately to cormpt the 
Sobriety and Chaftenefs of the People's Morals, 



rilMM 
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than any Other Folly heretofore introduced : 
And,as for the Elegance of this Popifii Paftime, 
it is at beft but a Corruption of BHnd Man^s 
Buff. 

There is a Libertinifm and a Wantonnefs 
implyM in the very Defign of Mafquerades : 
And) if the Company met in their ftrange 
Habits with no other Intention, but to fpeak 
and ad as they do upon other Occafions in 
Publick i the fania Perfon would hardly be 
twice at the Trouble and Expence, which is 
well known to Mrs. Lor^^ I cannot help ot>- 
fcrving to my Countrey-women, that there is 
fomething Hardy and Manniih in blending 
frankly with a Multitude of Borrowed Faces - 
This alone ( to fiippofe nothing worfe ) docs 
by degrees wear out that iemale ShyneCs and 
Timidity, and the Delicacy of that natural 
Modefly, which is the fecureft Gnard of a La* 
dy^s Innocence and Vertue. The Diftindion 
of Scut^ is confounded : A Countefs liAens to 
the Gallantry of a Chamber-Maid i and a^ Lord 
is fired with the Coquettry of a Page* Hut 
bands make unconscious Love to their Wives, 
and \ihfts feduce their Husbands; a Brother 
dies for his Sifter, and a Fattier has been known 
to tempt his Daughter : In a Word, fuch Dif- 
coveries are nude in this Love-Lottery, as ere- 

B J ate 
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i|te a mutual DifTatisfadion : And the natural 
Confequence of all this blind Liberty, is Jea- 
loufies. Breaches, Separations and Divorces, in 
Families, which might have preferved their 
Qjiiet, their Reputation, their Fortunes, had 
the Theatre in the Hay-Market never been per- 
yerted to wrong Purpofes* 

To ihew how this Extravagancy flackens 
the Indu^, and breaks in upon the Frugality, 
of Young Merchants and Tradefmen ; I fliall 
i^ecoUe^ an Inftance, I remember fince Lafl 
[Yean About this T^ime Twelve-month, as I 
came from the Exchange ^ by Stoch-Marhet 
(between Ten and Eleven in the Morning) I 
met a Cardinal in his Scarlet Robes, in a 
Hackney Chair, with the Glaflfes down, and 
\iis Face uncovered. He looked very Pale and 
Fatigued ; fo that, in the midft of my Surprife 
^t (b aftoniihing a Sight in the City, I began 
to pity thp poor Map j till I bethought myfelf, 
that his Eminency came from the Duties of 
|he Concluding Mafquerade for that Year. 
Upon Enquiry, I am informed, he was never 
known, from that Day forward, to appear up- 
jgn th0 Exch(irtge amongft his Fellow-Citizens* 

ZaOndoHy 
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D^tfr Free-Thinkbr, 

I Am pleafed, you have aflured my Lovers," 
that my * Firft Letter was not Feigned ; 
and I defire you to make my Compliments 
to all the Gentlemen, who Toaft me fo af- 
fedionately. I intend foon to reveal myfelf 
to the Batchelour Candidates, in a proper 
Manner ; and fh^ll not be long in determine 
ing my Choice : In the mean time, I do not 
forbid the AddrefTcs of any of the Perfons, 
you mention, excepting Bob Smart. I thank 
Mr. R. L. for his excellent Verfes dedicated 
to me I and, upon examining my Heart, I 
can with Modefty pretend to the Vertues, 
he requires in a Wife. I am, 

5JR, 

Tout much MiffdPupily 

Miranda. 



* P. 5. I defire to knowj whether Mr. Free- 
* Thinker be a Batchelour. 



* N« „, 103. ' 
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I Mu ST inibnn the Reader, that both the 
Epiflles 6om Mhiuula are in the bme Cha- 
rader, and not written in a Man's Hand. In 
breaking open the Second Letter, I obferved, 
it was fealed with a Thimble, the Coat of 
Anns of a HouTewife. The Qpellion, file is 
pleafed to jrat to me in the Poftfcript, may 
probably raife a Jealoufy in her Admirers, and 
make feveral of my Difciples envy the Happi- 
nefs of their Teacher : Neverthelels, I muft 
acquaint my Ward, that I am a Batchelour 
( as file is a Spinfter) through the Infoffidency 
of Love Promiles : But then, 1 do not come 
within the Limitation of Years determined by 
'Miranda ; though 1 muft add, for the Credit 
of my ProfelEon, That many a Fuie Gentleman 
of the Town is not fo Youthfiil at Five and 
Twenty, as a found Philofopher is at Forty. 
But then again, I am fo wholly taken up with 
my Concern for the Publick, that I am not 
at Leifute to attend to the endearing Cares of 
» Family, and the eng;^ing Amufements of 
Wedlock. 
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Thtrit Joy, vahen to wild Witt you taws pt- 
fcribe; 

When you bid Fortune carry bacJi her Bribe : 
A Jofy which None, but greateji Mndt cat 
tafte j 

A Fame, which witt to endlefs Ages lajl, 

Dryoen. 
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H E Long Nights are pafled ; tud, 
in a few Days, the Fire- fide will 
not be the Scene of CoaveHatton : 

Therefore, I ihall difmils my * Wia- 

ter-Evening Tales for this Seafon, with the 
followins Story i which (through the Length 
of it) I mil not be able to conclude in one 
Paper. And here I mufi %)ify to my Reader^ 

* H* 80, S4, ft, 

that 
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that I fhidy never to amufe them with a Tale, 
which does not convey a Moral, and fome ufe- 
ful Knowledge of Life ; that young Minds 
may be improved, while they are delighted, 
as the Body is agreeably firengthned by gentle 
Exercifes. 

THERE was a young Man of extraordi- 
nary Beauty, whofe Name was Fhrio j 
who was as remarkable for his Vertue and In-- 
genuity, as his Elder Brother Braminto was 
noted ifor Deformity, and a brutal, wicked Dif* 
pofition. The Mother, who doated upon her 
Second Son, looked on the other with Hor- 
rour. The Eldeft, ftung with Jealoufy and 
Envy, deviied a monftrous Calumny to ruin 
bis Brother. He made his Father believe, that 
fkrio went often by ftealth to a Neighbour's, 
who was his avowed Enemy j that he infqrmed 
him of all the Family Concerns, and had pn« 
tred into Meafures with him' to Poifon his Fa« 
then Hereupon the Father, in his Fury, beat 
his Innocent Son moft cruelly ; imprifoned him 
in a damp Dungeon, Three Days ; and then ba-* 
niihed him from his Houfe, with Menaces to 
]ull him, if ever he returned. The afflided 
Mother was terrifyed ; though, ib^ d\d jiot dare 
tQ vent her Anguifh, but io fecret Sighs. The 

unhappy 
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unhappy Youth went from his Father's Houie^ 
not knowing which way to direA his wander- 
ing Steps. He joumeyM onward, as the Coun- 
trey lay before him j and towards Evening, he 
paded through a dark Foreft. The Night over- 
took him, as he came under the Shelter of a 
great Rock : There he laid Himfelf down, at 
the Entrance of a Cave, on a Bed of Mofs, near 
which ran a Rill of pure Water ; and he loon 
fell into a Sleep, through the Laflitude of his 
Spirits, notwithftanding his Sorrow. 

When he waked to the early Mufick of the 
Birds, he faw a beautiful Woman, mounted 
on a Milk-white Steed with Trappings of 
Gold, who feemed to follow the Chace. Have 
you not ieen ( (aid ihe ) a Stag pafs*this Way, 
purfued by Hounds ? Neither Stag nor Hounds 
have 1 (ecn, leply'd the Youth. You fccm (laid 
the Lady then) to be greatly aifli^ed : What 
is your Diftrefs ^ Be comforted, young Man ; 
and take this Ring, which will make you the 
moft happy and the moft powerful of Mortals^ 
provided you never abufe my Gift. When you 
turn the Diamond inward, you will become 
Invifible ; when you turn it outward, you 
will be Vifible : When you ihall put the Ring 
upon your Little Finger, you will be taken for 
ffae SOQ of the King, vid be attended by a magr 

oificent 
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mficent Train of Courtieps ; and if you Ihift it 
to your Fourth Finger, you will appear ia your 
natural Figure* She faid no more ; but m an 
Inftant> plunged out of Sight into the Wood ; 
Whcn^ the young Man (bon apprehended^ that 
the Lady> who fpoke thus to him, was a Fahj^ 

TranTported with his good Fortune, Fbrio 
K£bived to return to bis Father's Houfe i inipa- 
tient to make Trial of his Ring. He faw and 
he heard every thing he defired> w ithout being 
difcovered ; and had it in his Power to avenge 
bimfelf of his Brother^ without being expofed 
to any Danger. Neverthelefs, he could not 
refrain from difcloiing himielf to his difconio* 
late Mother; whom he entrufied with his 
ftrange Adventure. This done, he removed 
bis enchanted Ring to his Little Finger, and at 
once appeared entring the Houfe like the 
Pnnce, the Son of the King, attended by a 
Number of Officers^ richly cloathed, with an 
l&ndred Led-Horfes in his Train. 

Hi9 Father was aftoniihed to fee the King's 
Son in his little Houfe ; and was at a Lofs to 
know how he might behave himfelf towards 
him, with proper Refped** Fhrh demanded of 
him, Uovr many Sons he had ? To which he 
•nfwered. Two. I defire to fee then ; bring 
them inftantly before me : I have a mind to 

carry 
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cany them Both to the Courts and make tfadr 
Fortunes) ccntitraed he. The Father, belita^ 
ting through his Guilt, iaid ; This is my Eldeftj 
whom I now f refeiit to you. Where then is 
the youngeft ? I muft fee him likew^ leply^d 
fbfUk He is not at Honie^ £ud the Fadier^ 
tchafli&d him for a Fault; and he isniftawai|S. 
Snt, ffniweped fhrio; yon Ihould ha¥e eadea^ 
voured to amend htm by your InftimftiQiis, and' 
not have driven him from your Houfe. Never* 
tfaelefs, give me the EldeA ; and let him folr 
low me : And do you (fpeaking to his Father) 
go along with two of my Guards, who will 
conduA you to the Place, I ihall appoint. Im- 
mediately two of the Guards took the Father 
under their Care : And now the Fairy, already 
mentioned, coming up to him in a Ibrcft, 
Tmote him on the Shoulder with a folden 
Wand, and compelled him to go down into a 
deep, dark Cavern 5 where he remained under 
the Enchantment. Abide there (faid ihe) tifl 
your Son comes to deliver you. 

In die mean time, Flario went to the King's 
Court; when, the young Prince was embarked 
with Troops, to carry on a War in a diftant 
Ifland. He had been driven by the Winds on 
a'ftrange Coaft; where futfcring Shipwreck, he 
was detained a Captive^ amongft a barbarous 

People, 
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people. Fbrio made his Appearance in the 
Court, as if he was the very Prince, whofe 
Lofs was univerfally lamented He /aid, he 
fliould never have feen his own Countrey again^ 
had he not been aififted by fome Merchants. 
He was the publick Joy : The King received 
him with Fatherly Tranfports, which appeared 
in the Silence of his clofe and eager Embraces : 
iThe Qpeen felt all the tender Raptures of a 
fond Mother : And publick Rejoycings and 
FeftivaLs were ordered, throughout the King- 
dom. 

One Day, this young Man, who paiTed for 
the Prince, faid to his own Brother; Braminto^ 
you fee I have brought you from a Village to 
the Court, in order to make you a Great Man; 
but I know, you are aLyar; and that, by your 
Calunmtes,you have brought Mifery upon your 
Brother Tlorio. Neverthelefs, he now lies con* 
cealed in the Palace ; and I will have you 
fpeak with him, and give him an Opportunity 
to make you fenfible of your wicked Pra^ices* 
Braminto trembling, caft himfelf at his Feet» 
and confeflfed his Fault. But this (fays JRorio) 
does not fatisfy me ^ I muft have you fpeak to 
your Brother, and ask his Pardon. He muft 
be very Generous to forgive you j for, you do 
not deferve it. He is in my Clofet ; wher^e 

you 



you fliall fee him pf efently : In the mean time, 
I will remove into the next Apartment^ to 
leave you more at Liberty with him« 

Hereupon, thri9 withdrew into the adjoyn- 
ing Room, and ihifting his Ring, pafled by a 
Back-door into the Clofet,in his natural Shape j 
when, Bramintp (after a Paufe arifing from his 
Guilt) ventured to open the Clofet Door, that 
lay before him ; and was (Iruck with Shame 
and Confufion at the Sight of his Brother. He 
asked his Pardon, and promifed to amend all 
his Faults. Fbrio embraced him with Tears 
of Tendernefs ; affured him of a hearty For« 
giveneis ; and (aid, I am in high Favour with 
the Prince : I can, if I pleafe, have you put to 
Death, or have you imprifoned for Life : But, 
I viU approve my felf as indulgent to you, as 
you have ihewn your felf unkind to me. Bra- 
jnintOy abafhed and confounded at fuch Good*- 
nefs, expreflfed the utmoft Submiflion ; not 
daring to lift up his Eyes, nor to call him Bro- 
ther. 

The Day after this Interview, Fbrio pre-' 
tended, that he muft abfent himfelf from the 
Court, and make a Journey fecretly to marry 
a Princefs of a neighbouring Kingdom. But,* 
under this Pretence, he went to vifit his Mo- 
ther i to whom he related what he had done 

at 
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<t Court ; nd he fapply'd her, at the fame 
time, with a convenient Sonun of Money, 
blowing Ak flood in need of it. For, the King 
allowed him to demand ofltis Tiea^iirer what 
Silwr andGold he pleafed: But, his Demand] 
were always very moderate. 
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IN the mean Time, a War broke 
out between the King and a neigh- 
bouring Potentate, who was an 
unjofl, Truce-brealting Prince, fix- 
no went to the Court of this 
faithlefs Monarch j and, remaining Inviiible by 
means of his Ring, he difcoveied all his moft 
fecret Counfcls. Wlien he was throughly ap- 
priled of all the Defigns of the IBnemy, he en- 
tered upon proper Meafures to difconcertthem. 
He commanded the Army of his own King i 
entirely defeated his Enemies in a bloody Bat- 
tle, 
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tie ; and concluded a glorious Peace upon 
equitable Conditions. 

The King was^ now determined to marry 
him to a Princefs, who was the Heirefs of an 
;idjoyning Kingdom ; and whofe Beauty was 
admired by all the Princes of , the Eajl. It hap* 
peaed^ one Day, that Ftorio went out to hunt 
in the Foreft^ where he was firft benighted in 
kis Troubles* When, by his eager Purluit of 
a S.tag, he was (eparated from the Company j 
the Faiiy prefented her ielf to him again, and 
laid : I warn you not to think of marrying, as 
if you were ,tbe Prince : Remember, you are 
to deceive no Man : It is juft, that the Prince, 
whom you peifonate, Ihould return and fuc- 
jcted tp .the King his Father. I enjoin you 
therefore to find him out in an Ifland, whither 
.the Winds jQiall convey your Ship by my Influ- 
ence ; make no Delay to perfprm this Service, 
jdqe to yo^r Mailer ; and then refolve to re- 
turn, like an honeft Man, into your proper 
Condition, without liftening to the Flattery 
of Ambitiqn. Should you neglefi your Duty 
on this Occafion, you will be Diflioneft, and 
j)ro?e, in the End, Unhappy ; for, I fliall aban- 
don you to your former Miferies. Having 
^ipoke thus with an Air of Severity, fhe difap- 

Vo u IIL C peared 
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peared : And her fage Advice funk deep into 
the young Man's Heart. 

He demanded the King's Permiflion to go 
alone upon a fecret Negociation, which ( he 
faid) he had a Mind to tranfad with a Power- 
ful State, for the Advantage of the Kingdom. 
Under this Pretext, he embarked privately in 
a fmall Ship; and the "Winds bore him diredlly 
to the Ifland, where the Fairy told him he 
ihould find the King's Son. Accordingly, he 
found the Prince, a Captive in a barbarous Na- 
tion ; where he was employed to tend Sheep. 
Florio went Invifible to the folitary Valley, 
where he tended the Flocks ; and throwing his 
own invifible Cloak over him, he delivered 
him from the favage People. They embarked 
together; and the Fairy fent favourable Winds 
to bear them Home. They landed privately . 
went direftly to the Court 5 and entred the 
King's Apartment together: When Fbrio^ ad- 
vancing up to the King, faid ; You have be- 
lieved me to be your Son ; and yet I am not : 
But now, I prefent him to you j behold your 
Son indeed. 

The King, greatly aftoniflied, addrefTed him- 
felf to the True Prince, faying; Is it not You, 
my Son, who have vanquiflied my Enemies in 
Battel, and who havrf concluded for me a glo- 
rious 
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rious Peace ? Or rather, is it true, that you 
have fuflfered Shipwreck ; tliat you were in 
Captivity ^ and that Fbtio has delivered you ? 
Even fo, my Father, replies the Prince : Fbrio 
came into the Countrey, where I was detained 
in Bondage : To him I owe my Deliverance j 
to him I owe the Satisfadion of feeing you 
again : And it is to FbrrOy not to Me, you 
ftand indebted for your Vidory, and your 
Peace. The Amazement, which was manifeft 
in the Countenance of the Kthg, Ihewed that 
he believed not what he heard : Whereupon, 
Fhrio ihifting his Ring, appeared in the Like- 
nels of the Prince ,• and the King, yet more 
amazed for a while, faw at once Two Perfons, 
each (eemingly his Son. 

The King, at laft folly fatisfy'd, offered im- 
menfe Riches to Fhrio for his great Services j 
which he modeftly refofed j and only requefted 
of the King, the Favour of permitting his Bro- 
ther Braminto to continue ih the Employment, 
he held in his Court. As for Himfelf, he was 
apprehenfive ofthe Inconftancy of Fortune, of 
the Envy of Mankind, and of his own Weak- 
neffes : And therefore he defired, he might 
have leave to retire to his native Village, and 
live with his Mother ; where he apply *d him- 
felf to till the Ground. 

Ca As 
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As he was labouring in the Fields, the Fairy 
came to him again : She ihewed him the Ca- 
vern, where his Father lay confined; and 
taught him certain Words, which he fhould pro* 
. nounce to break the Enchantment, and deliver 
him. He pronounced the Words with a fenfi- 
ble PleaAire ; he delivered his Father, whom 
he had long wilhed to fet Free^ with the ut- 
mod Impatience: Moreover> he gave him 
wherewithal to pafs his Old Age comfortably^ 
He was like wife kind to all his Relations $ and 
bad the Pleafure of ikewing himfelf a Bene- 
faAour to every Man, who had endeavoured 
to injure him. 

Notwithftanding Thrh had performed the 
moft (ignal Services for the Court, he petiti- 
oned for no other Recompence, but the Liber, 
ty to live a Stranger to its Vices and Corrup- 
tions. And, as the mofl: extraordinary Inftance 
of bis Wifdom, he was afraid left bis Rii^ 
fiiould tempt him to quit his Privacy, and en- 
gage him again in Publick Affairs. Under this 
Uneafinefs, he returned to the Woo4, where 
the Fairy had appeared fo favourable to him : 
In hopes to find her, he went Day after Day 
to the Cav^ where he firft faw her^ in the 
JMorning. At laft, fhe prefented her felf to 
him ; and he gave back the Enchanted Rii^ 

to 
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to hen J return you ( faid he ) your Gift, 
which is as Dai^erous^ as it is Valuable ; a Gift, 
which ( I fear ) it is impofTible not to abufe* 
I ihall never think my Happinefs fecured^" 
while I wear a Temptation to quit my Soli- 
tude, with fo ample a Power to gratify all 
my Paflions. 

In the mean titne BramintOy whofe wicked 
DifpofitioQ was not changed, abandoned him- 
ielf to the Malice of his Heart; and ufed every 
Artifice to engage the young Prince (who now * 
was King ) to perfecute Florio\ in his Retire- 
ment. The Fairy, knowing his Practices, faid; 
Your incorrigible Brother ftudies to render you 
fuipe^ed to the New King, and to work your 
Ruin. He deierves to be puniihedj and he 
ihall periih in his Wickednefs. I will give 
him the Ring, which you jeturn to me. Thh- 
rio bewailed the Iniquity of his Brother j and 
faid to the Fairy : How do you propofe to 
puniih him, when you giye him fo miraculous 
a Prefent ? He will abufe it, anfwered the 
Fairy : He will employ the Vertues of it to 
difbreis all Good Men, and to accoutre unlimi- 
ted Powen The Gifts (continued flie) which * 
are a BlefCng to Some, prove a Curfe to 
Others : Profperity is the Source of Misfortunes 
to the Vicious : The moft eflS^clual ^aean$ to 
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puniih an Unjuft Man feverely, and to haften 
his Deftru£lion> is to raife him to an eminent 
Degree of Power. 

The Fairy went inftantly to the Palace j 
where flie found Braminto^ meditating Mifchief> 
in his Clofet. She difclofed her feif to him 
under the Appearance of an Old Woman, 
poorly habited ; and faid to him : I have con- 
veyed away from your Brother the Miraculous 
Ring I lent him, with which he performed fuch 
Wonders, and acquired fo much Glory: I be- 
ftow it on you j and advife you to make a pro- 
per Ufe of it. Braminto reply'd with a Smile ; 
I fliall not abufe your Gift, like my Brother, 
who foolifhly employed it to reftore the Prince, 
when he might have reigned in his Place. 

Braminto^ now in Poffeflion of the Ring, ap- 
ply'dHimfelf to difcover the Secrets of Fami- 
lies, to perpetrate Treafons, Murders, Villa- 
nies i to over-hear the Counfels of the King, 
and to defraud private Perfons of their Trea- 
fures. His inviiible Crimes adonifhed the 
whole Nation. The King, perceiving all his 
Secrets difcovered, was at a Lofs to know how 
to remedy the Inconveniency : But, the fur- 
prifing Affluence, and the uncontrollable In- 
fblence, o{ Braminto made him fuipetfl, that he 
had bis Brother's Enchanted Ring. He> there- 

fore> 



N^IIO 71?^ Free-Thinker- 39 

forcj employ 'd a Foreigner of a Hoftile Nation 
to deted him ; whom he encouraged with a 
confiderable Bribe- This Man came to Braminto 
by Night ; he offered him immenfe Riches, 
and the higheft Honours in the Enemy's Coun- 
trey, if he would employ proper Spies to be- 
tray the Counfels of the King. 

Braminto readily affented to the Propofal \ 
and was carryM privately to a Merchant (em- 
ployed for the Purpofe) who advanced him an 
Hundred Thoufand Pieces of Gold, for his in- 
tended Treafons. Brmninto^ to convince them 
of the Services he was able to perform, boafted 
that he had a Ring, which rendered him Invi- 
fible, when he pleafed. The next Morning, 
the King ient for him ; and, as foon as he came 
into his Prefence, ordered him to be fcifedk 
The Ring was immediately taken from him i 
and Papers found upon him, that proved many 
of his Crimes. Tlorio came to the Court to in- 
tercede for his Brothers Pardon ,• but could 
Dot prevail. Braminto was put to Death : So 
that, the Ring proved more fatal to him, than 
it had been advantageous to his Brother. 

The King, thinking to comfort Tlorio for the 
Juftice executed on his wicked Brother, refto- 
red the Ring to him, as the mod ineftimable 
Prefent he (ould make ijim ; The afflided 

C 4 Tlorio 
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Thrio judged otberwife j and went again to 
feck, after the Fairy in the F(»eft. Receive 
(Odd he) your Ring : The Fate of my Brother 
has fully explained to me what I did not fo 
clearly comprehend (torn ydor Words. Keep 
for ever from me the deteftable Inflrument of 
my Brother's Ruin. Alas ! he might fUll have 
lived ; he would not have over-whelmed his 
Father and his Mother with Sorrow and Dif- 
grace, in their Old Age ; he might perhaps, la 
Time, have grown a wife and a happy Man ; 
had he never had it in his Power to gratify his 
unreafonable Defires. How dangerous a IVuft 
is unbounded Power ! Take back your Ring : 
iWretched are They, on whom you fliall be- 
flow it I One Favour only I eameftly requeft; 
^fcver give it to any of my Friends. 
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Qmdenwnetem Arttum multitudine»ty fine qm^ 
bus "uiftf immino nulk iffe pctuiffet ? Qmf mm 
dgris ftAvemffet^ qua tffkt Meifatio valeutium 
qm niSius out adtur $ »^ tarn mtdid nolns arter 
mimftrarentur ? ^bus rebus excuka hominum 
n3ita tantum defihit a ctdtu ^ viifu beftiamm. 

CicER. de OfiF. L s. 



HAVE, in Four of my * Stpple- 
mental Le^ures^ attempted to vin- 
dicate Knowledge and Learning, ia 
General, from the moft remarkable 
tXfGOuragemfcnts and Mifreprefentations, under 
which they labour very tindefervedly : But, I 
flumld be wanting to my Subje^, as well as 
deficient in the Care of my youn^ hopeful 
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DifcipleS) if I did not proceed to confider the 
Objedions perpetxially urged, by the Ignorant, 
againft ieveral Particular Branches of Know- 
ledge. Therefore, I fliall in this Paper purfue isy 
Defign, already more than half compleated. 

I Ha VE obferved, that one of the moft pre^ 
vailing Objedions againft Knowledge in Gene- 
ral is, that it proves of little or no Profit to 
the Pofleflbur of it : But, this is an Imputation, 
which falls much heavier on fome Parts of 
Learning, than it can juftly be faid to fall up- 
on Others. 

It cannot be faid, for Inftance, that Divinity, 
Law, or Phyfick (which are the Three great 
Learned Profcffions) want Encouragement, in 
this Nation : Though, it muft be acknowledged, 
the greateft Dignities and Preferments, as well 
as the greateft Gains, attending thefe Profeflions, 
do not always fall to the Share of the moft De- 
ferving. But then, there are ftill Opportuni- 
ties for a fober, induftrious Man, to maintain 
himfelf and his Family comfortably, by teaching 
the Rudiments of Learning ; or by perfecting 
Gentlemen in particular Arts and Sciences* 
Beyond This, I confefs, the Lucre arifing from 
Learning is very precarious; and, in all Appear- 
ance, very inconfiderable. The Profit gene- 
rally accruing from the Labour of writing the 

moft 
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moft commendable and ufeful Books (the 
Time and Pains confidered ) is hardly worth 
mentioning here j fince many a learned Com- 
pofition, which has proved the Admiration of 
Pofterity, has not procured Twenty Pounds to 
the living Authour. But, if a Scholar by an 
unwearied Application of Mind jQiould be able 
to acquire a fcanty Subfiftance by his repeated 
Produdions; yet, what a diflieartning Confide- 
ration muft it be to a Man of Worth and Ca- 
pacity, to find bimfelf neceflitated to drudge 
daily for his Bread ; and to have, in fpight of 
all his Knowledge and Ingenuity, the Difad- 
vantage, in this Point, of a Writing-Clerk j 
whofe Head holds no Communication with his 
Hand. 

There is no Doubt, but this Difcouragement 
has deprived the World of the Advantage of 
many an Extraordinary Genius, and reduced 
Perfons of great Abilities and Accomplifliments 
to fordid Methods of Gain ; who, had it been 
their good Fortune to meet with a generous 
Patronage, would have obliged Mankind with 
fuch noble Difcoveries, and fuch valuable Wri- 
tings, as would have been lading Monuments 
of Glory to Themfelves, their Patrons, and 
their Countrey. 



It 
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It is therefore to be wiihed^ for the common 
Seoefit of .Mankind) that either by tfaie Care 
of the Government) or by the Favour and Li- 
berality of the Powerful and the Wealthy, pro- 
per Encouragements were fettled to recom-* 
penfe the Peifons, who in any way diflinguiih 
themfelves by their Learned Performances; 
whether by bringing New Truths to Light, or 
by &cilitating and recommending Truths al- 
ready known, or by contributing in any wife 
to perfeA or refine either the ufefui Improve- 
ments, or the Innocent Diverfions, of Life : 
,That» it may no longer (in a flourifliing Nati- 
on) fare with many Men of excellent Literature, 
as it has fered with the Firft Projedkours of the, 
moft ufefui Inventions ,• who have been re- 
duced to Poverty by the Expense of difcover- 
ing and promoting fuch Deiigns, as have after- 
wards proved an Advantage, as well as an Or- 
nament, to the Publick. 

Another Difcouragement, Several Branches, 
of Knowledge labour under, is a fafhionable 
Contempt fixed upon them, by our gay Readers 
of Men. The Unlearned, for the mcrfl Part, 
look on all Sciences converfant about abftrad- 
ed Subjeds, or Speculations remote from Com- 
mon Life, to be Matters of meer Curiofity, or 
vain, unprofitable Enquiries j which, indeed, in 

an 
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«Q la&anct or Two may be True : Then, tii^ 
«e apt to conSder all Rudknental Ktiowkdge^ 
as Mean, Trifling, and Ufeleis. "Whereas, to 
One, who undetAasids thofe iublime Truths 
and comprehends at a View the jlong Chain of 
Eeafoning, by whidi fbme Abffanie Propofid* 
ons are made Evident ; it is Matter of Admi* 
ration, that the Ca^city of Humane Nature 
ibDuld be aUe to extend itfelf to fuch Lengths 
of progieflhre Dedudions. Neither, ought any 
RudimeMs to be defpifed, or accounted mean 
and triflfflg, or ufelefs, without the AflSilance 
oS which we can never climb up to the £»|m»- 
our Heights of Knowledge. 

If the felf-fufficient Contemners of Kacm^ 
ledge were lefs conceited in their Ignorance^' 
a littie modeft Reflexion would encline them 
to think, they ihould not raihly judge any Part 
of Learning to be Superfluous, becaufe they 
may not know the Ufefulneis of it ; anymore 
than they would think it reafonable &r a Per- 
^n, who is no Artift, to pronounce fbme of 
the various Tools of a great Artificer to be 
Unnecei&ry, becaufe he is not able to gads 
to what Uie they are to be apply'd. 

To a Plowman no Occupation can feem 

more infignificant, than when lie fees a Scholar 

. employing his Time, early and late, in content* 

plating 
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plating Lines and Figures : And yet, moft of the 
Inftraments and Engines, that ferve to our 
Neceifities and our Pleafures, are the Refult 
o( Geometry. .To thefe feemingly idle Specu- 
latiioos we owe the Art of Surveying, of Gaug* 
ing, of Gunnery, of Fortification, Architedure, 
and many other Improvements; without which 
we Ihould be accounted Barbarous amongft the 
European Nations, and unable to defend our 
ielves againft their Attempts upon us. Aftro^ 
nomy^ though immediately converfant only a- 
bout the Motions of the Heavenly Bodies, has 
manifeftly contributed to enlarge our Trade 
and Navigation. From this fingle Propofition> 
feemingly of no Confequence, ThM Water 
wiU rije almoft to the Height of the Fountain^ 
Head in a Crooked Tttbe^ have we leamt fo 
eafily to fupply the Houfes of this vaft and 
populous City plentifully with Water j and 
know, that a whole River can now be con- 
veyed, through Pipes, crofs any Valley ,• which 
the Romam and other Nations could not per- 
form, without the imm'enfe Expence of build- 
ing AqueduSiSy and raifing Arches upon Arches. 
Beddes; It has happened, thatfome Truths 
have been known many Ages, before they have 
been apply'd to any Praftical Ufe. Thus, ma- 
ny Properties of the Loadftone were long dif- 

coverecji^ 
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covered, before the MarinerVCompafs was in- 
vented ; which has fo greatly improved the 
Navigation of the whole World. ■ Thus like- 
wife, the Skill of the Engraver had brought 
Seals into general Ufe, Two Thoufand Years 
before the Ingenuity of Man ( at leaft in Eu^ 
rope) not only found out Printing, but apply *d 
Engravery to the Stamping of a Pidure. 

Moreover ; fb fraitful in concealed Know- 
ledge are many Propofitions, that it would be 
Ra&nefs in the moft Learned Man to be Pofi- 
tive, he knew all their poflible Confequences, 
Applications, and Ufes i Much lefs fhould the 
Illiterate cenfure, as ufelefs, particular Specu- 
lations, which to Pofterity may prove prolifick 
in Advantages ; and, in the mean time, are no 
way detrimental to the prefent Age. 

Lafily ; the accurate Knowledge of Grants 
moTy however trifling and puerile the Methods 
of Declining and Conjugating, and the Rules 
of Syntax may be thought, is the neceifary 
Foundation of Propriety and Perfpicuity of 
Speech, as well as of Elegancy in Writing or 
Speaking : Neither can the Perfon, who is de- 
£cient in thefe Rudiments, ever form a Right 
Judgment, or acquire a True Tafte, of the 
Stiles of the moft admired Authours. 

Friday^ 
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IAVING lately entered upon tlje ' 
Projefl of'aPotiicAi Mis- 
cellany for the Entettain- 
ment of my Difctples of either 
Se» J I porpofe to continue it, at proper Inter- 
vals, as I receive fiefli Supplies of Rietrjr. 1 
make no Queflion, but my ingenious Corre- 
fpondents, throughout the Nation, will enable 
me to anfwer a Demand of this Nature to the 
Publick i and I hope. None of them will ever 
^have Reafon to complain, that their Compeii- 
•tions are the Worfe, for pafling through my 

* N" ^o^. - 

Hand>: 



r 

Hands : And here I muft take Notice of the 

Candour of Mr. R. L. who has lent me a 
Letter of Thanks for the Liberty, I took 

with his * Verfes to Miranda. 

The following Lines are by the Oxfwd 
Gentleman, whom I mentioned in my Firft 
Mifcellanyi 

On Readitig het Name in a him^Qtii 

i. 
IrVLE Village Lurcher idle fir ay f^ 

At Cynthia barking all the Night t 
While Cynthia Jheds her Silver Rays^ 

And hrigbtem at bii bdmkfi ^igbt* 

i. 
tJk£ the fair t{egent of the 5»/w, 

The faireji Nftnph of all the PtatH 
The Rage of Satire may dejpife j 

yind fweetly fmiU, with cabn Vifdtun, 



m.^»m 
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3- 
My Idoi^ aU theGrzces arm; 

Gayfy avenge the dtdlOffence:, 

Shine eat in each refiftleff Ooann ; 

And look the Scribbler into Senfe. 

I Ha v£ received an obliging ihort EpifUe^ 
dated the Third Inftant, firom a Lady> who 
fubfcribes herfelf Amelia ; in which ihe en- 
clofes the fubfequent Efigraniy defiring it may 
go to the Prefs, as the Performance of a Geo- 
tleman) who is her Humble Servant. 

3Vritten mder die Pi&ure of a Beautiftil 

Woman, Praying. 

CUCH Piety, fuch Beauty joined; 
So fair a TaUy fopure aMirni! 
Some Angel piifurd here IJee : 
A Mortal, fure, it cannot be! 

The Three next Occafional Pieces are a 
Prefent from a Perfon, who is very much 
efteemed and admired by all, who know him ; 

and 



and to whom the Free-Thinker 1^ feveral 
Obligations. 

Verses written in a Lady*s Table-Book, tm* 
der a Prayer to the Vu^ Mary, 



f» 



JN tbefmootb Flane your Hand engrave. 
T9U read ymr Wi^h ^^ jom Sanest. 
Tou to the Sainti to ToU Ibowf 
Nor fear a Si^ftitiottt Vow, 

Versed under a Lad/5; Pi^uf e; 

TTH E Toet and the Painter fafely dare 

To form an hmge of the proudefi Fair : 
Tow briber Charms^ by Umjh Natwe imougbt^ 
Tranfcend the Painter*s Sktll, and Poeft Thought* 

Verses Upon prefenting a Lady with a Hand- 

ful of yiolets. 

!THE willing Plowert forfake tht 'Morning 

TkWy 
Aid lavijh aU their purple Pride for you, 

Vi Tm 
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■Tour Bofom can the fragram Mom fuppbj j 
And a new ^ing is kindled from your Eye : 
Jranjplanted here the Violets frefier fmiky 
And breathe fure Odours in the beauteous Soil, 

T H I Y who admire the Peculiarity of Mr. 
WaUer\ Gallant Manner of Thinking, will read 
the following Lines with Satis&^on. 

Lying at her F e e t. 

'T^HIS Pofture and tbefeTear^y which Heaven 

might fnove. 
In vain I ufe in Favour of my Love, 
White proftrate at AmeliaV feet I lie, 
fJrmov^d jhe fiands ; as Rocks, that, towerir% 

* high, 

Regard not thofe fofi "Murmurs, which Below 

The plaintive tUvulets utter as they flow. 

.. Mr. Welfted, who lately gave me an Oppor- 
tunity to entertain the Town, with an * excel- 



■ H ■ ——I ^—p 



* N« 99. 

^ * " lent 



N^iii TZ^tf Free-Thinker. 5J 

lent Poem, has this Week been pleafed to 
oblige me with another Specimen of his Abili- 
ties,* not inferiour ( I may fay ) to his Firft 
Performance. It is a Piece of Spring-Poftry^ 
very fuitable to this Month ; with which I flull 
clofe this Half-Sheet. Every One, who peiv 
ufes it, will be apt to take it in the particular 
View, in which it delighted me^ when I de- 
termined to call it ThePi6lure of a Fine Aprils 
Morning ; which no Painter can exprcfs in fuch 
lively Images, through all its Changes. The 
Strokes in it are very Mafterly i and the wbolq 
Defign is New. 

'T'HE Snows »e melted, andtbe Profit are pafli 

Nor do we longer dread the Wintery Blhfi, 
What QarlandjhaU Amyptor now de^fft^ - 
What Wreath, ^lelinda, romd % TempUt twine ? 
For, Wreaths of every Kind the Seafon yields j 
Jnd Gftrlands rife in Plenty through the Fieldfi^ 

The dawning Tear revives the Voefs Fire t 
Spft Stains of Love ret wrung Suns infpire :. 

D3 h 
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Jn every Woody behold^ in every Glade, 
The unfullfd Verdure, and the growing Shade ! 
'M Nature, like a Bride, emerges bright ; 
'4nd her Laf teemr, hmmiant with Tklight, 

O'er tepid Plaint the tempering Zephyrs faff, 
CdU forth the burfting Leaves, and fpring the 

Grafs I 
^Jfrejh the painted Panfic rears hs Headt 
The whitened Meadow fiarry Daifies fpread: 
The Birds fweet-warble from the fappy Boughs { 
'/ind Sxmns in tuneftd Sighs renew their Vows, 

hfpire, blooming Maid, my artlefs Lay, 
While I recaU our firji aufpicious Day j 
The Dawn (my Fair) when early I addreft 
My tender Suit, andjigh'd upon thy Breafi! 
jLelinda blujh*d : A BU^h the Morning wore, 
^liijda fmiVd: Nor was it Day before. 

The 
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The Sun a radiant Jjufire holds a while ; 
The Image of ZelindaV ^arnj ^ile : 
A feeble Shine does on the Water pkty. 
And difa^ear by Turns a fickle Ray, 
Zelinda wept : When foon the changing Skies 
Grow black with gathering Clouds, that Wefi- 

ward rife, 
Thin-fcattered now the "Drops, like Gems, dejcend^ 
Now, with the frequent Shower the JJllies bend. 
How calm the Air ! A pleafing StiUnefs reigns j 
And the moift Verdure brightens through the Thins, 
Sofi-jinking falls the Siher Rain : When Lo ! 
Athwart the Horizon firetcVd, the watry Bow 
Swells its poud Arch, with braided Colours gay. 
That Jhift their Dyes, and fiiftii^ fivift^ decay. 
The Oouds difperfe : The Su« purjues on High 
His vaulted Courfe, and ghws along the Sky ^ 
The Linnets in the dewy Bujkes fing j 
And every field is redolent with Spring, 

D 4 Such 
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Such mu the JApm, Zelindi j nut} h frme 
'A baffS Emblem of AmyntorV Lorx ; 
Begun by fmiliug Hofet, but fom o'ercafi : 
Our jeatoiu Fean, like Onids, differi'd at lajt. 
Tetifive I hag m} Head, like drooping Flowers j 
And Tears my Bofom dew'd, like gentle Showers : 
But foou with fettled Joys my S»d is Uejl ; 
Thy Face, my Veitroen, in lafling Smlei is drefl, 
Jjet fond Vifhvji no morepafl Palm renew : 
While thou art Kind, Amyittor will be True, 
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N Monday laft, I took Notice of 
the Difcouragements feveral Kinds 
of Knowledge fufifer, chiefly from 
the Ignorant : I come now to con- 
fider the unworthy Treatment Learning meets 
with from Men of Letters j whofe Paffions and 
Prejudices lead them to join with the Unlearn-* 
ed, in betraying their own Reputation and In* 
tereft j A Folly, I hope to make them fenfible 

of, in the Compafs of Two fliort Chapters* 

1 

L There is a manifeft Prejudice rifes, in 
the Minds of moft Men, in favour of the parti- 
cular Study, in which they excell : And a Col- 
leftour of Shells, or a Hunter after Butterflies, 
tjjiqks himfelf of the utmoft Importance. This. 

Parti- 
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Partiality inclines us to difefteem other 
Knowledges, in Proportion as we are fond* 
ly pofleft in Favour of our Own. This 
Vanity fliews it felf in the prevailing Con- 
^ tempt, with which moft Proficients in the no- 
bler Parts of Learning regard Perfons, who are 
eminent in inferiour Arts or Sciences ; never 
confidering, that without fuch Scaffoldings, 
they could not have been able to raiie their 
magnificent and lofty Piles of Knowledge : And 
while they owe the Foundation of their Glory 
to the Compilers of Rudiments, they defpife 
their Benefadours, as laborious Men of mode-, 
rate Capacities^ inftead of gratefully reipeAing, 
them for their neceifary A^ftances, 

No Perfon is more prone to (peak contempti- 
bly of a Grammarian^ a Rhetariciany or a Lexicth 
grapher^ than One, who by the Exadnefs and 
PoUtenefs of his Style fliews, that he has made 
a proper Ufe of their Writings* Neither is any 
Man more ready to difcredit the Art ofLogicky 
than the Authour, who, by his Accuracy in 
Reafoning, and his Dexterity in difentangling 
a perplexed Qjieftion, difcovers, that he has, 
by ftudying the Rules of Logkky acquired an 
habitual Exa^itude of Judgment. Thus like- 
wife, the great Jftronomer defpifes the diligent 
Obferver^ from whofe Labours he forms his 

furprifing 
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furprifing Theories : The Natural Vhilofopher 
contemns the Artifatks, whole various Experi** 
ments enable him to know the Powers oF Na- 
ture : And the learned Phyfician difdains the 
mtVJt PjraiSitioner, notwithfianding the Expe. 
rience of the One very much enables the Other 
to fucceed in the Cure of Difeafes. Now, 
though the Intrinfick Value of the feveral Art$ 
and Sciences muft be acknowledged to be ve- 
ry difproportioned upon a juft Computation, 
either as their Subjeds are of greater Ufe and 
Dignity, or as they require a more extenfive 
Capacity of Mind to comprehend them ; yet, 
is not any Part of Knowledge mean and infig* 
nificant ; and the Time and Pains, beftowed 
in the Advancement of any Science for the 
Advantage of others, ought to be thankfully 
acknowledged, as an univerfal Benefit to So- 
ciety. 

Together with this Partiality, which Men 
of Letters entertain in favour of their own 
Province of Learning, there is another Preju- 
dice, which frequently arifes from the different 
Caft of their Minds, no lefs detrimental to 
Knowledge in General. It requires ( for In- 
fiance ) a peculiar Genius to excell in any Par- 
ticular Part of Learning ; though it may be 
difficult to fay, wherein that Peculiarity of Ge- 
nius 
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nius confifts. Hence it comes to pafs, that we 
are too apt to undervalue in Others thofe Ex- 
cellencies, which are in a Manner inconfiftent 
with our own Abilities ^ which Difpofition pro- 
ceeds either from an invidious Temper, or 
^om our not being able to comprehend the 
Ufefalnefs of an Accompliihrnent, for which 
we are naturally unqualified. And on this 
Account, we find diftindl Clafles of Learned 
Men, maintaining a mutual Contempt towards 
each other. 

To exemplify this Obfervation ; it feldom 
happens, that the fame Perfon excells inMeta- 
pbyfickf and in Mathetnaticks : Hence, the Meta^ 
ph^cian ufually defpiies the Mathematician^ as 
only converfant about Lines and Figxu'es, which 
are the Accidents of Bodies j while he is em-^ 
ployed in contemplating the mod abftraded 
and immaterial Notions. The Matlyeinatician 
as heartily contemns the Metaphyfician^ as a' 
Romantick Philofopher, enamoured with fub- 
til and abftrufe Speculations, and bewildered 
in a vifionary Labyrinth of Uncertainties. In 
the like Manner, this Difciple of Euclid looks 
down with Scorn upon Moral Philofophyy Po^ 
liticks^ and the feveral Embellifliments of Life, 
a$ (pecious Trifles, founded at beft on proba- 
ble Conje^res, and utterly deftitute of the 

Cogency' 



Cogency of Demonftration* And Both thefe 
Antagonifts joyn in decrying Oratory and Po» 
etry, as the Sparklings of a fiery Imagination-* 
and not the Refult of a well-regulated Unden 
ftanding. 

On the other hand, the Oratour and the Poet 
generally efteem Metapirfjickf and Mathematich 
to be d^, inilpid Studies, fit Amuiements on- 
ly for the dull Race of Thinkers ; but wholly 
inconfiftent with a lively Spirit. The MoraUftt 
and the Politicians look on the Metaphyficiimf 
as employ^ on chimerical Speculations $ and 
regard the Matbematicianr only as a Species of 
whimfical Mechanicks : Whereas, They are 
taken up in regulating the Paflions, improving 
the Manners of Men, and in fecuring and pro- 
moting the Publkk and Private Welfare of 
Mankind. The Scholar, whofe Talent is Me- 
mory, thinks no Man Learned, who is not 
Perfed in many Languages, Pundiual in Hiflo- 
rical Fa As, and able off-hand to recapitulate the 
various Opinions of the moft Eminent Philofo- 
phers and Divines, in all Ages : Whileft Others, 
of a found Judgment and a moderate Faculty 
of Reminifcence, look on a mere Memorialift as 
an ill-digefted Common-Place Book, or at beft 
but a walking Regifter, to be confulted by 

Men of a fuperiour Genius. 

• " The 
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The Men of Letters, in whom Im^^a- 
tion is predMnioant, naturally apply themfelves 
to Polite Literature, and too often negkA all 
f>rofound and ferious Studies. Hence, the Ge^ 
nerality of their Writings are but a Vamilh of 
iWwds, without Stnk j or at moft, a Tiflue of 
Blegant ExprefSons and lively Turns of Wit, to 
fet off the moft obvious Trifles : Whereas, the 
noted Authours, they would be thought to 
rival, were as great Mafters of Things as of 
.Words ; and excdled in Knowledge, as eminent- 
ly as in Style. There are others, in whom 
the Imaginative Faculty feems entirely extin- 
guiihed ; and on whom the Force of Meta- 
phors has no Effed. They difclaim all Harmo- 
ny and Elegancy of Speech, as childi ihOrna- 
ments, that rather obfcure than illufirate found 
Senfe. But, their Difdain of Eloquence is am> 
ply avenged by the Impropriety and Harfbnefs 
of their Didion ; which makes their Works lie 
negleded, though often fiored with very va* 
luable Knowledge. 

n. NOTWITHSTANDIWG tfeefc* PfCpot 

feSions, which prevail amongft Learned Men 
of different Profeflions j yet, their Condu^ 
feems to proceed only from an over-weening 
Fondnefs to a favourite Study. In all they fay 
and do, the immediate Injury is iotended only 

to 
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to the Sciettcc, tfaey undervalue ; without anj 
lUrwill to the ProfeHours of it. From thb I 
^ome to my fecond Coniideration^ which is 
much more to be lainented, than the Former. 
Pecibns, who purfue the fame CowTe of Sc»- 
I dies, who apply Tbemfelves to the fitme Pro* 
feifioQ, and are eqiially confcious of die Value 
aod Ufefiilneis of the fame Diftrift of Know* 
ledge, are neyertheleis iliamefully and impro* 
deody iodu&ious to difcredit, to obftroft^ to 
deprei53 one another. This Work they ni^ght 
well leave to the common Enemy ; But, Mea 
of Learning have their Failkigs and their Pj£> 
GonSy as well as the Ignorant i and, notwkh* 
fianding their real InCereft ihould incHoe (hem 
to unite upon all Occafions, they choofe rather 
to live at Variance, and make their own Per« 
fons and Chaiaders cheap in the Efleem of 
the People. 

Ambition and private Intereft works in the 
Scholar, as firongly as in the Courtier. The 
Phyfician, the Lawyer, the Divine, have their 
Animoiities and Competitions : Several Men 
happen to have equal Expe^ations of the fame 
Preferment ; in which Cafe, the Lefs-deferving 
are apt to weaken the Competition, by endea<- 
vouring to abate the Rqnutation of the Man 
of diftioguiihed Merit j either by detrading 

from 
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fi-offl his Learning ; or by loading liis great Abi- 
Jities with fuch Calumnies, as may bring a po- 
pular Clamour upon him, or at leall render 
him fufpeOed to his Patron. There are Others, 
who are very difinterefted in their Malice, and 
undermine the Credit of a Brother-Scholar, 
only upon a Motive of pure Envy : Sometimes, 
dwarfing his Reputation by Parties and Cabals j 
iand fometimes, finking a rifing Genius, either 
by with-holding his juft Applaule, or by de- 
tnfiing fi'om it -; or ( if he happens to ask 
Advice ) by engaging him in a wrong Method 
tiffiudymgj or by encouraging him to enter 
upon fome Work unfuitable to his Abilities j 
or, laftly, by diftreffing him in his Circum- 
fiances j lb as to force him, through Want, to 
quit the Study in which he began to excel!, 
1 have only hinted at the diflionourable Prac- 
tices, by which every Age has Joft the Pleafure 
and Advantage of many a growing Writers 
and am heartily forty I cannot acquit the pi^ 
fent Age of fo foul a Reproach. ' 
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HAvt been impatient for an Op^ 
portunicy of returning Thanks to 
the ingenious Gentleman, who fenC 
me the following ferious Entertain^ 
meat; which has lain by me, ever fince the 
Nineteenth of February. The uncommon Caft 
of Invention, and the Freedom of Imagination^ 
which fliine through this amufing little Piece^ 
will recommend it to Perfons of a livjcly 
Thought : • To engage their Attention yet 
more eameftly, I may juftly fay, that the Au- 
tbour's bold AUufion conveys an InftruAion of 
the greateft Moment ; a Leflbn, the moft ef- 
fedual of any in the Compafs of Philofophy^ 
to humble the Vanity add Ambition of Men# 
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r^lCEKO, in the Hrft Book oihisTufcu- 
/tf» Quefiions^ finely CKpofcs the vain 
Judgment, we are apt to form of the Dura- 
tion 4>f Human Life, compared to Eternity. 
In iilufirating this Argument, he quotes a 
PafTage of Natural Hiftory from Arifiotkj 
concerning a $pecie$ of Infr^to oo the Banks 
of the River liypanify that ntver outlive the 
Day^ wherein they are bam. 
To purine the Thought of this elegant 
i Let vs fuppofe, One of the moft ro^ 
buft of theie Hypmans (fo famed in Hiftory) 
was in a manner Coeval with Time it felf $ 
that be began to exift at the Bi«ak of Day $ 
jud that, firom the uncommon Strength of his 
ConftitutioB) he has been able to fl^w him- 
ielf a^ve in Uh through the numberlels 
Minuus of Tea or Twelve Hours. Throi^ 
ib long a Series of Secandsy he muft have ac- 
quired vaft Wifdom in his Way, ftoin Ob- 
fervation and Experience* He looks upon 
bis Fellow-Creatures, who died about Noon, 
to be happily delivered from the many In* 
conveniencies of Old Age ; and can perhaps 
recount to his Great Grandfon a furprifing 
Tradition of A&ions, before any Records ci 
their Nation were extant. The young 

t Swarm> 



Swarm, who may be advaiiced ohe Hour in 
Life, approach his Perfon Urich Refpei^, and 
liften to his improving Difcotirfe^ Every 
Thing he fays will &em wonderful to this 
Ihort-lived Generation^ The Compafs pf ^ 
Day will be efteemed the whole Duration of 
Time I and the firft Dawn of Light will, in 
their Chronok)gy5 be flyled the Great j^ra 
of their Oeation. 

* Let us now fuppofe, this Venerable Infedj 
this Neftoir oiUyfam ihould, a little before 
his Death, and about Sun^-fet, ftnd for all 
his Defcendents, his Friends and his Acquaint 
tancei out of the D^&e he may have tt> im^* 
part his Laft Thoughts to thern^ and to ad« 
monifli diem with his departing Bft^ath* 
They meet, perhaps, under the fpacioiis Shel-» 
ter (^ a Mufluoom i and the dy jng Sage ad« 
dreffes himfelf to them, after tiie following 
Manner. 

^ FfiiBiiDs and Rlbw^Citizens } I per« 
^ ceive^ the longeft jLife niuft have an End 2 
^ The Pleriod of mine is, now, at Hand : Nei- 
^ ther, do I repine at my Fate j fince my 
^ Great Age is become a Burden ; and there 
^ is nothing New, to me, under theSun» The 
^ Calamities and Revolutions I have feen in my 
** Countrey j the manifold private Misfortunes 

E a ** to 
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^^ to which we are all liable ; and the fatal 
^^ Difeafes incident to our Race j have abun- 
*^ dandy taught me this Leffon : That no Hap- 
^^ pinefs can be fecure nor lafting, which is 
*^ placed in Things, that are out of our Power. 
*^ Great is the Uncertainty of Life ! A whole 
^^ Brood of Infants has periflied in a Moment, 
^^ by a keen Blaft : Shoals of our firaggling 
^* Youth have been fwept into the Waves, by 
^ an unexpe^d Breeze : What wafteful De- 
^^ luges have we fuffered from a fuddain 
" Shower i Our ftrongeft Holds are not Proof 
^^ againft a Storm of Hail : And even a dark 
^^ Cloud makes the ftouteft Hearts to quail. 

^ I have livjcd in the Firft Ages, and conver- 
^ led with Infeds of a larger Size and ftronger 
** Make, and (I muftadd) of greater Vertue, 
" than Any can boaft of, in the prefent Gene- 
^^ ration* I muft conjuie you to give yet fer- 
«^ ther Credit to my lateft Words, when I at- 
'^ fure you ; that yonder Sun, which now ap- 
*^ pears Wejlward beyond the Water, and 
*^ feems not to be far diftant from the Earth, 
^^ in my Remembrance flood in the Middle of 
^^ the Sky ; and ihot Iiis Beams dire^ly down 
" upon us. The World was much more en- 
*^ lightened in thofe Ages j and the Air much 
^l warmer. Think it not Dotage in mc, if I 

f^ affirm j 
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^ affirm ; That Glorious Being moves. I faw 
his firft Setting-out) in the Eaft ; and I began 
my Race of Life near the Tijne, when he 
began his Immenfe Carreer* He has for feve-r 
ral Ages advanced along the Sky with vaft 
Heat, and unparallelled Brightnefs ; but now^ 
by his Declenfion, and a ienfible Decay 
^^ ( more efpecially of late ) in his Vigour ; I 
*^ forefee, that all Nature muft fail iq a little 
^^ Time J and that the Creation will lie buried 
^ in Darknefs, in lefs than a Century of Mi7 
" nutes. 

*^ Alas, my Friends ! How did I once flatter 
^ myfelf with the Hopes of abiding here for 
*^ ever ! How magnificent are the Ceils, which 
^ I hollowed out for myfelf I What Confix 
** dence did I repofe in the Firmnefs and Spring 
*^ of my Joints, and in the Strength of my Pi- 
" nions ! But, I have lived enough to Nature j 
and even to Glory ; Neither will Any of 
you, whom I leave behind, have equal Sa- 
** tisfa^on in L.ife in the dark, decluiing Age^ 
^* which I fee is already begun. 

Thus far, my unknown Correfpondeut 
purines his Fi^on upon the Thought of Cicero : 
Neither will it feem extravagant to thofe^ 

who arc acquainted with the Manner of In^ 
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Jltti^ion prtAiced by the early Teichers oF 
Mankind. Solomon fends the Sluggard to the 
'4^ : And, after his Example, we may fend 
the ambitious ot the covttous Man, who feems 
to overlook the Shortnefs and Uncertainty o^ 
JLiJfe, to the little Animals upon the Banks of 
the iifpanh : Let him confider their tratifitory 
$tatB J and be wife. W<e, like the Epbetneri^ 
have byt a Day to live : The Momifig, thfe 
)<[oon, and the Evening of Life, is the whole 
Portion of our Time : Many perifli in the very 
Pawn ; and the Man ( out of a Million ) who 
lingers on to the Evening Twilight, is nOt ac- 
(:ountBd Happy. 

The right Ufe of this Refleaitfn IS, not to 
make Men regardlefs of Pofterity ; nor to 
Aacken their Diligence in the pprfuit of any 
Kind of Knowledge, that becomes a reafbnable 
Mind ,• nor yetf, to abate their Jnduftry, in en- 
deavouring by honeft Means to acquae a com- 
Ibrtabljs Subfiftence for themfelves and dieir 
Children : On the contrary j our very Nature 
prompts us to Aftion and Contemplation ; and 
the Indolent, Liftlefs Perfon, who delivers 
himfelf up to Idlenefs, and whofe whole Time 
|s a Blank, grows tired of himfelf; and is every 
Hour opprefled with his own Lazinefs. What 
then are vve to learn from onr precarions, tran^ 

fitory 
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ficory Cotiditlofi ? The moft inipottant Pre- 
cept of .Wifdom } ehe gr«ftt Doctimem of Hu- 
mane Pradence i which we fiioulct perpottully 
inculcate to ourftlveS) from Yo«th to Ag« 1 audi 
imprint it on our Hearts, ds the ptculUr and 
laftuig Signature of fotmd Seafe : Namriy, 
Thar there is po Confidemeion in Ufe, fuflki- 
ent to tempt a Wife Man to facnfice one Tmdi, 
or one Vertuc, to the Folly of Avarice, or the 
Madnefs of Ambition. 

This has been the fettled Judgment of the 
Men moft renowned for their Underftaoding, 
in all Ages : And, as it is finely exprefled in the 
Wifdom of Solomon ; I cannot recommend it 
with greater Energy and Authority, than by 
^ving it to the Reader in his qwo^ Words. 
What batb Vfide profited ui f Or what Good 
bafve Ricbef^ with our mamtit^t bought us ?AU 
thofe Thif^f are faffid away like a Shadow, and 
as a Poft, that iu^d h i ^d as a Ship, that 
fajfeth over the Waves of the Water, which, when 
it is gone by, the Trace thereof cannot be found, 
neither the Tath-Way of the Keel in the Waves : 
Or as when a Bird hath floxvn through the Air, 
there is no Token of her Way to be found ; but the 
light Air being beaten with the Stroke of her 
Wif^r, and farted with the violent Noife and 
Motion of them, is faffed throt^h ; and therein 

£ 4 afterwards 
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eftmBmdstioSigH,abtre]heaait, is tobefomd: 
OrUhds when m Anrms ii fiot at a Mart, it 
fartah the/Ur, which iamedittel) ameth together 
tgaiittfo that a Mm camot tmw viiiere it ment 
tbmiif!: Evenfo We, in like Mauier, as [om as 
tee were hrnn, began to draw to om End, and 
had m Sgi t^Vertu to Jhew j but am con. 
fiaud in atr mm Wichdneft. 



N^ri5 TJSrtf Free-Thinker, 7} 




No 115. Mondajj j^fr.iy. lyi^. / 



Eft etiam iUa Platonis vera vox t omuim 
do£{rinam,banim ingenmirwn c^ bumananm or- 
tium uno qmdam focietatis vhicuh cwtinerL 
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AST Week) I endeavoured to cre- 
ate a Right Underftanding between 
the Men of Letters in ^eir diffe- 
rent Capacities J by ihewing the 
Unieafonablenefs of their great Partialit]r for 
any one Art or Science^ to the manifeft Detri- 
ment of another* And indeed, (b notorious is 
diis Ptepoifiiffion ; that even They, who are 
Eminent, only in fome Branch of Rudimental 
Knowle^e, ihaii often defpife Studies of a 
Higher Nature, which alone render their In- 
troduAory LefTons valuable. But, that I may 
more effeduaUy refcue Learning of evc^ry Kind 
from the Malice and Perverfenefs of the Learn- 
ed and the ynlcamedi I i^U proceed to con* 

fider 
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fider the gr^at Affiftance, which the feveral 
Pirts of Knowledge alfbrd to each other. 

Befere I exem^fy this Cofifideratien in the 
more material Branches of Knowledge; I ihall 
make fome Remarks, to fiiew of what Signifi- 
cancy Things, that in themfelves appear Trifles, 
often prove in Matters of the greateft Impor- 
tance. 

In order to obtain a compleat Knowledge of 
any Science or Profeffion, many trivial Notices 
muft be taken in ; as a Man, who is defirous 
to amafs Wealth, muft not neglcd fmall Sums. 
To acquire a tolerable Infignt into Natural 
Caufes and Etfsds, innumerable trtte and feem- 
ia^y ini^nificant OUenrations are req^ifite. 
And a> manage any Government skilfully, the 
inferiour Parts of the Adminiftration muil not 
be overlooked. 

What Difficulties apd Obfcurities are we o^ 
ten perplexed with in Wftaryy only becaufe an 
Autfaour has thought it oeedleis to mention (e- 
vend little Qrcumfiapces or Cuftomi, univer- 
(ally known to his Contemporaries f without 
which dijQr^afged Knowle^e, the Narration 
muft have aj^ared as intricate and doubtful 
in ibme Paflages to Them, as it now appears to 
Us. Hence it is, dut we are more entightened 
lo, the Bmui Antiquities, fiomtbeGr^^ Wri- 

ters« 
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tttiy thiti from $11 the Latm HiftOriAns $ hts 
ciufe it was natural in them to CKplain the 
Cttfloms of the Rmanfy differing ^3m tfaofii 
of Greece^ Moreover ; the Men verfed in an* 
dent Literature do very well know, that Pa<^ 
fages which have confounded the ableft Criticka 
for fome Ages, have at laft been clearfld up by 
a fmall ( and otherwife inconfiderable ) Frag* 
mem of Antiquity, that has efcaped riie Ruins 
of Time. 

I need not, under this Head, repeat what 
1 have explained before j * That many Truths, 
treated as Trifles, have in Time proved of ve* 
ry great Ufe : Therefoie, to clofe tiiis Rift 
part of my prelent Le^ure, I fliall fardier il« 
luftrate what I have advanced, with an Exam-* 
pie from Hifiory. Xencfhon gives an Account 
of fevf ral Accompliihments, which SiKrtftes tt^ 
quired in a General ; amMigft which, he iafifll 
tipon a Skill in AfimMn% to be able toforefee 
file feveral Seafons of the Year, and to know 
the Age of the Moon at any conwnieiit Di- 
Hance of Time. 1 am fatifrfy^d, moft of my 
Readers will immediately be apt to queflkm 
the good Scnfe of Socrater^ for making fe tri* 

* N" lit. 
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vial a Piece of Knowledge neceflary to a Con>- 
mander of an Army. But a Scholar, who has 
carefully read the Hiftories of early Ages ; and 
has,in hisReading, found feveral well-concerted 
Dc^ns mifcarry, for want of rightly calculating 
the Rife or Setting of the Moon i either as a 
fecret March has been difcovered by the Moon 
iliiiiiog^ before the Army could reach the in* 
tended Place $ or as a hafly March has been 
cut off, by the Moon going down fooner than 
was expeAed ; fuch a Perfon (I fay) will rea* 
dily. conceive the Importance of this Advice^ 
g^ven by Socrates in an Age, ^yhen Almanacks 
were not yet publiihed to the World. 

L E T us, in the next Place, con/ider the 
Afliftances, which the feveral Parts of Learn-^ 
ing lend to each other. And here, I would be 
tmderflood to fpeak of the Method of forming 
a Man of Great Genius and Capacity, in any 
Learned Profeflion ; and fuch a Perfon was ne^ 
ver yet formed, by the moft accurate Study of 
any One Part of Knowledge. 

The Man, who afpires to be truly Great in 
any Way, ihould have a Largenefs of Soul, 
and be as free, as it is poflible, from Prejudi- 
ces ; that he may be able to judge, without 
Reftraint,*^ of the Weight and Confequence of 
Things. Now, this Greatnefs of Capacity can 

be 
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be acquired only by giving to the MKnd a Cbm- 
pafs of Thought ; and by turning its Attention 
to a Variety of Objeds. The more our Views 
are bounded, the more limited will our Ob-j 
fervations be ; and our Underftanding contract 
ted, in Proportion. Take a Man of little Learn** 
ing and of ^ narrow Converfation; what fcanty 
Notions, and what unripened Conceptions,does 
he betray ! How ianguinly he believes Incon^ 
(iftencies j how paflionately he admires Non- 
fence ; and how devoutly he renounces the fub^ 
limeft Truths ! Juft as the Opinions of the lit- 
tle Clan of Men and Books of his Acquaintance 
liappen to prepoffefs him. Take a Man of a 
more ample Extent of Knowledge and Con- 
verfation j but yet, who has neither travelled,- 
nor read the authentick Accounts and Hiftories 
of Foreign Countries i and you will find him 
perpetually furprifed at the Strangenefs of E- 
vcnts, which have from Time to Time hap- 
pened, in every Age : You will likewife hear 
him condemning, as abfurd and barbarous, the 
Cuftoms and the Drefles of other Nations, as 
Polite perhaps as his own. 

The unhappy Caufe of this Contraction of 
Mind in therePerfon5,is their being (as it were) 
tied down, from their Youth, to a dinted Set 
of Thoughts and Opinions ; without ever having 

an 
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«a Opportunity given them to exert their Fa-* 
culties, at Lai^ To apply tUs Reflexion to 
ny Purpofe) the like Nanrownels of Soul will 
gmw 1900 us by adhering to a certain Ckfs 
^JBoofcfi* an4 firiftly confining our Studies to 
oaeSd«eoe* By this Means we imperceptt*- 
h^ acquiic a ^gularity in Thinking j we 
OKinp die Freedom of the Miod { and gradually 
faring our Apprebenfion, by too dofely attach<> 
ii^ it to one Make of Obje^ to fee them in 
a di^rqKNtioMte Grandeur, in Comparifon 
of odier Thiflgf> towards which we have never 
aiade the leiA Approach. When we apply our 
whole Force predfely to one Study, it in^nfibly 
becomes the Favourite of our Underftanding; in 
Timet we make k theTef^by which we adjudge 
the Vahie of every other Kind of Learning f 
efteeming only what feems, in (bme Degree, to 
comeiiMnd with our peculiar Knowledge ; and 
ijepreciating what has no Relation to it. And 
this Selfiflmefs prevails fomedmes (b extrava- 
gantly, as to carry Men to reafon from Prin«' 
dples of their own Science, upon Subje^ of a 
quite'difierent Nature. Thus, Arguments have 
been brought againft the Motion of the Earth, 
md a Plurality of Worlds, from Theological 
CooGderations ; and the Caufes of Natural Ap^ 
ftarances have been fettled con&quentially to 

the 
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the Speculations of Divinity. He therefore; 
who defires to preferve himfelf from this ridi- 
colous Narrownefi of Mind, muft turn his 
Thoughts (at his Leifure) to difierent Kinds of 
Learning. 

' I do not mean. That a Scholar ihould endea-^ 
voor to be compleat, in all or many Parts of 
Literature. Hippocrates y in his Time, obferved ; 
that the ShortneTs of Life bears no Proportion 
to the vaft Extent of Knowledge. TbeYears^ 
and the Abilities, of Man are too confined for 
him to hope, he may arrive to an £mmency 
in many Sciences. Befides ; by his Profeifion, 
and the neceflary Cares of Life, or by the par- 
ticular Liking he may take to one Study } he 
is eidier oUiged, or tempted, to bellow more 
Time and Application in fome one Purfuit, 
than will allow him diligently to profecute 
another. But nevertheleis, to prevent die 
Mind from taking a peculiar My too (hongly, 
by which our Faculties do ( as it were ) con*- 
tnBt a Stiffiiefs or aLamenefs; he ought to fet 
apart fome fpare Hours, for a General Infight 
into Studies, foreign to his Profeflion ; And the 
greater Compafs he is able to take in, the freer 
will he be from grofs Prejudices : His Mind 
will be more open ; and he will be enabled 
tnore impartially to judge of the various Mat- 
ters 
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terS) which may occafionally come under bis 
Confideration. 

But, to go on with the Connexion there is 
between the feveral Arts and Sciences, and the 
mutual Aids, they a£R>rd One to the Other : 
I have already (in the Courfe of my Suf^le^ 
ment ) obferved j That Grammar and Rheto* 
lick are abfolutely neceilary to every Gentle^ 
man, who pretends to write or fpeak above the 
Vulgar i or even to reliih the Propriety and 
^egancy of a fine Writer* After this j to grow 
up to a Perfei^ion and flourifli in almoft any 
Province of Learning ; the Lat/;iTongue muft 
indifpenfibly be acquired : Since the moft full 
and accurate Treatifes upon moft ( if not all ) 
of the Sciences, are written in that Language. 
Then the Perfon, who would enjoy the refined 
Pleafurc of an exquifite Tafte for Polite Com* 
pofitions, and judge of the Abilities of a Great 
Hiftorian, an Oratour, or a Poet, ihould leam the 
Greek Language ; as like wife, that he may be a^ 
ble to perufe the moft finiflied Models of Style 
and Invention ; after \yhich the Beft of the Ro- 
man Authours have been proud to copy; enrich* 
ing their Writings with the Spoils of Greece. 

I find, my prefent Subje^ will exceed the Li- 
mits of this Paper; and even fill another* In 
the mean Time, I muft here infinuate, ^at I 

have 



have not the leaft Intention^ by what has been 
faid) to difcourage my Englijh Difciples from 
laboutihg after an Improvement in fotuid Setife 
and Knowledge. We have in our Native Lan-< 
guage fo many excellent Bdoks on feveral Sub^; 
jecls of Learning, more particularly in Matbe^^ 
mdticks and Dhinity ; and fome Performances 
in Ortaory and Poetryy fo good j that they need 
not deipair of making confiderable Advances 
in Knowledge, nor of acquiring a Tafie of 
Elegancy : Though they may not^perhaps^arrive 
at the higheft Perfbaion. For their farther En- 
douragementj I can aflure them; I have <:onver-* 
fed with Perfons, who from a good Choice of 
Englijh AuthourS) with the Afliftance of their 
oivn Natural Parts, reafon and difcourfe more 
pertinently on many weighty Topicks3 than 
feveral pompous Scholars^ who are Mafters of 
the Learned Languiges^ and have read over 
many bulky Folios of Science j the Refult of 
all their ill-digefted Studies having fumiflxed 
them with little more, than the Knowledge of 
what other Men think in controverted Points i 
and a Habit of magifterially impoiing upoa 
their Hearers, what they Themfelves do noC 
underftand. 

Vol. in- % VriitQ, 
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Non iffUra imli, miftrk fuccwrere eUfco. 

V I R G. 



I H E fJi-^.of Mij Ins been, and will 
^1 be Sacred to Love in all polite Na- 
tions : Reiblving therefore, to 
countenance all Innocent and So- 
cial Weaknefles, I have fet apart this Day 
from feverer Studies ; and pronounce all Phi- 
lolbphy impertinent, when it pretends to rife 
above Humanity, and to deftroy thofe Paflions, 
without which. Life has no fielifli, and So- 
ciety cannot be maintained. 

To the Fkee-Tminkek. 

SIR, IJkrch 14. 1718. 

' "t" Apply myfelftoyoujin Behalf of a Friend; 

' J. and hope you will give him your Advice, 

; with your ufual Candour and Impartiality. 

' Without 
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Wit^ut farther Ceremony,- I fliall ftate his 
Cafe, zs briefly as I can. 
* A Gentleman, not defpicablc in his Per- 
Ton, and of a Liberal Education, fall3 in Love 
with aa agreeable, beautiful young Lady, 
every way accompiilhed to make a Man hap- 
py. There is a fmall Dilproportion in their 
Circumftances s the Advantage, on her Side : 
Yet, fo free is the Lady from Pride ,• that he 
has frequently the Pleafure of receiving 
Marks of her Favour. Neverthelefs, my 
Friend dares not venture to come to an open 
Declaration, till he is prepared to anfwer 
the Objedions, which he apprehends flie 
will mdce. 

^ The Virgin, you muft know, owes her 
Fortune to an old Gentlewoman, not her 
Mother ; the Obligation, therefore, the great- 
er. My Friend has no Hopes of ever gain- 
ing the old Lady's Confent : And, the young 
Lady*s Heart is fo full of Gratitude, that 
ihe will not readily difbblige the Perfon, to 
whom ihe (lands indebted for her Fortune. 
^ You fee. Sir, here is the Old Struggle be- 
^ tween Love and Honour ; in which your Ar- 
* bitration is eameftly defired ; that we may 
f know^ whether the Lady may Marry againft 

F 2 * Confent; 
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^ Confent : And, I am perfwadcd, the Lover 
I will abide by your equitable Determination. 

Ycur moft obedient Servam^* 

and Adinirer^ 

Philamt* 

W H E T H E R I pleafe, or difpleafe j if I fpeak, 
X muft fpeak Freely. In the prefent Difficulty 
^erefore, my Opinion (as a Ca'fuift) is, that 
the Gentleman fliould not encourage the La- 
dy in any Ingratitude (efpecially if the Obli- 
gation was prior to his Love) towards her Be- 
nefadrefs j left, by the lame Liberty of Con- 
fcience, flie fliould hereafter make no Scruple 
pf Infidelity towards her Husband. If there- 
for4j^ the Parties are perfwaded, the intended 
Marriage would prove an infupportable Dil^ 
appointment to the Old Lady j I advife them 
to defer it, till Ihe is above the Vexations of 
this World* At the fame Time, I wifli it 
were in my power to perfv^ade the Good Ma- 
tron to recoiled the Days of her Youth ^ to 
confider, that Tinie is precious, and Love is 
impatient* Let her not be Generous by 

Halves ; 
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Halves ; but confent to the Match^ and make 
her Bounty a doable Blelfing. 
The following Letter comes froni a Lover, 

accompanied with a Piece of Rural Poetry, 
very proper to be prefented on a May-Dayy by 
defparing Shepherds, to their Cruel Nymphs* 

SIRy Feb. 26. 171 »• 

THE Ihewing yourfelf a difinterefted 
Patron of the Diftreffed, will draw 
upon you more Trouble, than you imagine. 
It is natural for us, under any Uneafinefs, to 
have Recourfe to a Perfbn, who is as able, 
K, he is willing, to relieve us. However, 
to ballance this Veication, you* will have 
the SatisfaAion of reducing the Minds of 
many of your Difciples tft a fettled Tran- 
quility, who, through the Prevalency of 
fome Paflion, may for a Time be rendered 
wholly incapable of the Freedom of Thought, 
Amongft others, I muft acknowledge^ you 
have a Right to my good Wilhes ; as I have 
received great Benefit from your Philofopl^- 
&A Reflexions : But, I muft in a more parti- 
cular Manner thank you, for the Remedies 
you prefaibed to the Love-fick Gentleman, 
in your Paper of the Twenty^Jhird In* 
t ^ant« 

P 3 ^ Love 
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' Love has, for fome Tim^ tyraonized over 
me without C<MitroU. Fears, jealoufies> 
Anxieties, and extravagant Wiflies, have in- 
tempted my Purfiiits after Kfiowiedge and 
Truth : But,your Prefcriptions will (I hope) 
reftore me to a Pfailoiophical Health c^ 
Mind : For, I find myfelf in the very Cir- 
cumftances i^cified by that Gentleman, in 
his Letter. Aflured, therefore, of a perfod 
Recovery (if I am not £aiHng to myfelf) I 
fend you, for want of a more valuable Fee, 
a Hmpfiire Love-Ballad ; that I may, in 
fome Meafure at le^, teftify my Gratitude 
to my kind Phyfician. 

Jam, SIR, 

Ttftir tnoji obliged, and 

mfi bttfoMe Serva/itj 

Ltsamdeii; 

fJOU fitmthlj the Mmaety datr Celadon^ 

flow. 
When, cabn and ferent, no f«ifm we hnw I 

The 



The Momingy the Eveningy its PUafure doer 

If we ready or we talk $ if we pipe, or we fing, 
Buty when $kjf ^ C]i^id mee fwat^geth his 

BoWp 
Andpmaoh our fjeartf Wffbbis Arrows fifWoe ; 
We bfe all Delight y and we forfeit all Eafe ; 
Mr Readingy m TdUngtim J^^^ can pleafe. 



l/tf tjeifw* m faif^sA hli^t^ I fpenty 
And locked without f^ain on the Laffes of Kent .* 
No Virgin with Featurey with Voicey or with 

No Virgin was able wy Heart to enfnare. 
Ah, vekf did J, fo^Ij/^, .ffl^rndp^ ^Mff Plm> 
To joinip the Bfi^.of L — rrr^ %W •' 
Where \»e^[sy^omg Q,h\QfyMn^(tGtice,(l ip ArtSy 
Entices to Love the tnofi indolent Hearts. 

F 4 Mjf 
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Afy Bootf nMT^ 09 Chamen, my Tboi^bts my 
teUght, 
h the Cool of the Monty in the StiUtufr of Night ; 
My ^ooh and my Tbougbtt each other relieved ; 
^^bd the Minutes y foft-gUdingy were fweetly de- 
ceived* 
JJo Taffim di^mVd me i nty Joyt were my own : 
But now lam fo aUefd, at never wot known ! 
My Heart from Ut Owner it quite gone a-firay ; 

'^nd Chloe torments ity by Night and by "Day, 

» 

"p/iy friend ftiU wot xoekome, whenever he 

came I 

My Friend faw my Countenance always the fame : 

P*er a Pot ef ^(Atoi, we grew merry and wife i 

^^ kut^*d Of (be Thrmentty fond Jjovert de- 

Stay 
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Bjtf , mmnded hy Chloe, / Ihx in the Spleen : 
Jiff J^riendy with Surfrifey fees a Change in my 

Mienf 
I bid bim be gone'; for hit Wit and bit Jefi^ 
But make him the more infupportable Gu^, 

How once every ObjeSl a Pleafure did yield f 
Jf I walked in the Garden^ or traverid the TieU : 
On beautiful Landskipty J feajled my Sight ; 
JFben the Ni^ittgal fu/^ I could liften all 

Ni^. 

■ 1 

Bust noWy at I rove through the Valley or GladCi 
The beautiful Landtkipt before my Eye fade : 
Jn the Nightingatt Nate, no Mi^k I finds 
For, Nothing but Chloe ft ill runt in nty l/lind, 

6, 

If my Spiritty in Solitude^ wanted Relief % 
With my Flute, by a Brook^ I could folace mj 

Crief: 

Or, 
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Ofyjlfff to the LMrf Nojfe tf the Stream f 
'Aid wate to n/ew Ufe fifim a rofturous Drfoi/f, 
But noWy aU Endeavours tn V(un / appfy : 
Snce fur Cki^ I Unfffifif, f)r CM9t i ^, 
To m pKftff i try ou n9 fluti every Sirm i 
And they Brook Set the Pebble fy now murmurs in 
win. 

Beware y fittf Sbepherdsy how Love you defy j 
Beware cf the dej^erate Glance of her Eye. 
Jn Freedom Itriumpb*di and flotaed the Swainty 
Who fold tbemjelvei Qpt/w, and forged their 
own Qjains. 

m 

But fince J beheld her, alasy I am undone f 
Snpe firfi J faw Chloc, my Freedom is gone, 
J have forged my own Oaains i and I conftantly cry, 
Was ever poor Shepherd fo wretchedy as 1! 

8- 

"BaWy Cdadon, JhaU I my Paffm reveal ? 

QrpVwfi J for ever toy Torment conceal? 

The 
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The Woe fix createt, has fie Pity to bear ? 
Ab, No.' She ii cnul, at cbmait^ I fm. 
AJpji me, by 'Reajim to ranfome my VUmt ; 
Or teach me to gm hen Oh, teaA me the Art ! 
Te merciful Powerii to you I comfUun j 
Give Love to the i'fyiiphi or give Stffe o the 
Swain. 
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N" 1 17 Mond^, May 4. 1719. 

Vbi eriim perfpeSi iiii eft ralim! ejui, qut 
cauft termt atque exitm cogmfcuntur, mirus 
guidam omnium qmfi auifatfiis iodrinarum am- 
cetnufque reperitur. 

CiCER. deOrat. L. 3. 



SHIS Motto is immediately con- 
I nedlcd in Gem, with the Sentence 
j prefixed to Montby's Paper : And 
f the Reader will find as Arid a 
Connexion in my Difcourfe with what prece- 
ded j which I ihalr now bring to a Condu- 
fion> 

LoaiCK, rightly underflood, is of fingu- 
lar Service to teach us the Art of Realbning 
juftly ; by enabling us to difcover the Weak- 
ness or Fallacy of an Argument; to diiintangle 
the Intricacy of a Qjieftion ; and to proceed, 
in our Enquires after Truths in a proper and 
regular Method. And, though a mere E^- 
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lijb Reader may, perhaps, not comprehend 

the precife Signification of every Term ufed 

in the common Syftenn of Logick ; and might 

not pofHbly, if he did comprehend them, be 

much the wifer : Yet, he may be able to learn 

the true and general Grounds of Right-Reafon-* 

ing i fo as readily, and by certain Rules, to 

judge of the Soundnefs of a Propofition, or 

the Validity of an Argument. 

The Study of Morality opens to us the lai^ci 

Field of Knowledge, in which the common 

Senfe of Mankind ihines out in its full Glory» 

This Science informs us, wherein Human 

Happinefs (ftridlly fpeaking) confifts, and by 

what Means it may be promoted j by letting 

Bounds to the Paflionsj by determining what 

is abfolutely neceflary to be done, and what 

to be avoided ; by marking out the Blemiihes 
and the Beauties of Life ; what is Blameable, 

what Praife-worthy j what will fet a Man at 
Peace with himfelf, and recommend him to 
the Love and Efteem of Others. 

From the Confideration of the Offices of a 
Private Life j we may go on^with Succefs, to en- 
quire into the Nature and the End of Govern- 
ment : We fliall fee the I^oundation of it laid 
in the Wants and Necelfities of our Condition ; 
and we fliall be convinced, the only great and 

juftifi.' 
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juftifiable Defign of it is to preferve (as far as 
poifible) the Welfare and the Peace of every 
Member of a Society, and to maintain Tuftice 
and Order in the Worlds And, could I but 
prevail upon many of my Countreymeo to 
proceed thus gradually, from the Plain Truths 
of Morality, to enquire into die Fundamental 
l^rinciples of PoUtich ; they would not fo 
eafily be mifled into the Chimerical Notions 
of Government, that tend to endanger their 
own Property, as well as to lubvert rfie Anew 
ent Liberty of their Countrey. 

By the Study of Natural Pbihfophy^ we be* 
come knowing in the Stra£lure and MechaF* 
nifm of our own Bodies ,• we are acquainted 
With what pades in this vifible World about 
US; we fee much of the wonderful WiiHorn 
of Nature ; and we fortify our Minds againft 
the idle Fears and Superftitions of the Vulr 
gar^ by learning, that thofe extraordinary Ap- 
fearances^ from which They forebode the moft 
dire Events, are as Certain (though not as 
Frequent) Eflfeds in the Courfc of Things^ 
as Eclipfes of the Sun or Moon. 

yUtaphyfich ferve to clear up and refine the 
XJnderfianding ; to fubtilize the Mind, by 
accuftoming it to compare Intelledual Noti- 
ons, as diftindlly as if they were Material 

O bjcfts . 
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.Ol^eds i t» enlai^e the Comprehenfion of tbe 
Soul, and to enable it to mufier the varioas 
and numerous Kinds of pardcolar TnMiis un- 
der their proper Heads, fo as to oonfider them 
in one General View. 

In Matbmaticks there is fuch an Esaditude 
of Reafbning obfenred, hf admitting Nothing 
as a Principle, which is not eridently Tnn^ 
and by allowing of no Conclufion, which does 
not plainly foUow from fomething {elfneTi^ 
d«it, or from* I^x>pofition5 already demoo- 
ftrated j that I^rfons, of a Profeifion weiy 
foreign to this Science, have been advifed by 
veiy fre^ Men to Madfematize a little, in or- 
der to acquire an iiabltual Caution in other 
Studies ; that they might not be liable too 
. ralhly to advaace any Thing ^ an undoubted 
Principle i nor too eaflly to admit of Conclu* 
fions, as neceffary Confequences from the 
Prindpies they have eftabliihed. And, fo ien- 
jlible was -Plato of this great Advantage of 
lAatbmutticks ; that he infified on a Skill in 
Geomtriy as a necefi&iy Qiialification in every 
Scholar, who defired to attend his Ledures. 

My youthful Difciples would be apt to 
think me tedious, and perhaps partial, if I 

. ihould enumerate the various Advantages ari- 
- £ng from the feveral Parts of Mathematical 

Learn- 
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Learning .: But;, I quinot quit the Subjed, be^ 
fore I earneftly recommend the Study of Af' 
cluteiiure and PerfpeCfive, to as many of them 
as intend (in the Courfe of their Education) to 
vifit foreign Countries ; that they may be 
duly prepared to admire the mafterly Perfbr- 
inances in Buildir^ and Painting, which they 
will meet with in their Travels ,• and thac 
tiieir Admiration may rife from Judgment and 
the Principles of Science, as well as from th« 
powerful Imprefllons, with which the moft 
finiihed Objeds uTually (bike the Imagina- 
tion. 

Some Perfons defpife Wft&r/y as not con- 
verfant about Eternal Truths j and others 
efteem it but an idle Amufement, at beft : 
Neverthelefs, One of the great Men of An- 
tiquity was of a difierent Opinion j and look- 
ed upon Thofe, as mere Children, who knew 
nothing of Affairs, which had paffed in the 
"World, before they came into it. Without 
queftion, an obferving Reader may, from good 
Hiflories, be furnilhed with very ufeful Reflec- 
tions for the ConduA of private Life ; may 
acquire a more perkGt Knowledge of Man- 
kind, than his own Experience can fupply him 
with J may precaution himfelf, from the Follies 
wd Mifcarriages of others j and may find Ex- 
amples 
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amples of Wifdom and Pradence, and of eve- 
ry manly Vertue, ftrongly recommended to 
bis Imitation. But, as Hiftorians dwell more 
upon publick than private Occurrences j the 
Benefit to be reaped from them, by Per- 
ibns in Power and high Stations, is flill 
greater ; which I have ihewn in a ^ former 
Ledure. 

Now, there can be little Satisfadion or Im- 
provement in the Study of Hiftory, nor a Pofli* 
bility of methodizing in the Memory what we 
read, without the Affiftances of Cbronobgy and 
Geograpbf. 

Cbr(mol(^ digefts Adions and Events under 
their proper Years ,• places them in a regular 
Succeflion, (o as to give us a whole Century 
at a View i and nurks out the Great Periods 
of Time : It fliews us, who were Contempo- 
raries ; who of the celebrated Men were of 
an Earlier, who of a Later Date 1 as likewife, 
how preceding Tranfadicms were the Seeds 
of future Events. And indeed, without this 
Science, Hiftorical Narrations are meer Tales 
of Things, that happened Once upon a Time. 

As Chronology points out the Time, fo Geo- 
graphj fets before us the Place, in which an 
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Adion happened : and the Man, who reads 
on, without knowing either the One or the 
Other, paffes Hoodwinked through Hiftory« 
In the Relation of a War, can he comprehend 
the Defign and Confequence of each March, 
of an Encampment, a Battle, or a Siege, who 
has no Notion of the Countrey, which is the 
Scene of Aftion ? Can .he judge of the Intereft 
of one Prince with Refped to another, and of 
the Grounds of their Qiarrels, who does not 
underftand how their Dominions are (ituated^ 
nor know the Intercourse they may have widi 
Each other, as well as with neighbouring or 
diftant States ? 

But I hope, I need not largely recommend 
the Study of Geography, in a Nation, whofe 
extenfive Commerce and numerous Alliances 
make it the Intereft of the Subjefis, at the 
fame time that their great Tend«icy to News 
and Politicks will make it their Diverfion, to 
know what is tranfading in the remoteft Parts 
of the Earth. At leaft, I defire all Frequenters 
of Coffee-Houfes to perafe Maps, as well as 
News-Papers ; left they ihould be apt in Dif- 
courfe to place Buda on the Rbine^ and j^-- 
keck in the Neighbourhood of Flanders ^ or 
dream of Invafions from Vkdmont^ and De- 
fcents from Confiantinople. 

F&OM 
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From the foregoing Particulars it will be 
eafy to conceive how the feveral Arts and 
Sciences caft a Light upon each other j and 
that any One of theni^ ftanding alone, would 
be d^rk and confufed. For Example; The 
immediate Fountain of our Law is in the 
Books of Common Law, the Year-Books, the 
Reports, and the Ads of Parliament : And 
the Study of thefe Volumes, together with a 
Knowledge of the Pradice of the feveral 
Courts, will make a Man properly a Lawyer^ 
But then, it muft be allowed, that the Man^ 
whofe Knowledge goes no farther, is not fo 
well qualified readily to difcem where the 
Strefs of a Caufe lies, nor fo dextroufily to an** 
iwer or evade the Force of his Adverfary's Ar- 
guments ; as One, who, to the Perufal of the 
iame Books, has joined the Skill and Prai^ce 
of Logkk : Nor will this meer Lawyer be fo 
able to know the Reafons, the Extent, and 
the proper Applications of General Rules, nor 
the true Meaning and Latitude of a Law i 
neither will he fo happily or equitably reconcile 
contrary Laws i as a more Learned Barrifler, 
who (befides a direA Skill nn his Profeflion) 
hasftudied the Law of Nature and of Nations, 
and is knowing in the Hiftory and Conftitution 
of his own and other Countries. 

G a In 



100 91^^ Free-Thinker. N^iiy 

In like manner, the Writings of the Old and 
J^ew Tejiament are the proper Source of Know- 
ledge for a Divine. But ftiil the Perfon, who 
enters upon the Study of thofe Books with a 
Skill in Languages and Criticifm, in the An- 
tiquities of the antient Nations, in Morality 
as reiulting from the Light of Nature, and in 
the Art of Reafoning ; He will, by the Help of 
thefe Auxiliaries, conquer moft Difficulties ; he 
will, upon all Occafions, have a clearer Infight 
into his Text s illuftrate a Point of Dodrine 
more rationally, and more judicioufly deter- 
mine a Cafe of Confcience ; than a Pur-vblind 
Scriptuariany who fancies Divinity wants not 
the Illuminations of Propbane Learning. And 
if, to the Advantages mentioned, our Divine 
ihall add the Accompliihment of a manly Elo- 
quence, his Thoughts will fhine out in their 
^11 Perfpicuity, and the Hearts of his Hearers 
ihall bum within them, while he fpeaks; 
whereas the Preacher, who is ignorant of the 
Elegancy and Propriety of his Language, and 
unacquaintec| with the Powers of Rhetorick, 
talks in a Mift, and his Words defcend upon 
the Congregation like a Froft. 

Having now entirely compleated the ^ip^ 
plement to my Preliminary Difcourfes ; I beg 
leave to renew upon the Minds of my Difci- 

pies 



N^iiy ^hf Free-Thinker. ioi 

pies the Advice, which reiults from this whole 
Eflay. Let it not be thought, that Truth and 
Knowledge of any kind is dangerous to So- 
ciety; but that Falihood and Ignorance are 
the formidable Enemies of Vertuc, of Reli- 
gion, and all Good Government. Let not 
the Illiterate Man of Bufinefs, nor the Empty 
Man of Pleafure, glory in the Fafhionablene^ 
cF their narrow Education ; and trample upon 
Literature, which affifts the One to read tole- 
rably and cad Accompts, and minifters to the 
Diveriions of the Other. But above all, let 
the Learned avoid the Sufpicion of a Narrow- 
nefs*of Mind, of Conceit and Prejudice, in 
depreciating thofe Arts and Sciences, with 
which they are unacquainted : Rather, let me 
advife them, by a juft Applaufe and mutual 
Encouragement, to recommend one anothers 
Perfons and Studies to the Love and Admira- 
tion of the Ignorant. And, if to this inter- 
changeable Benevolence towards Themfelves, 
they would join a civil and modeft Behaviour 
towards the Lefs-knowing, laying afide all 
Contempt of their Capacities or Attainments, 
rather gently perfuading, than infolently dri- 
ving them out of their weak Opinions ; They 
would (as a Recompence to their Candour) 
fee Learning flourilb under a more general 

G 3 Efteem 
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Efteem in the World ; the FdJowets and the 
'Patrons of Knowledge would daily incieafe 
m number j Ignorance would by Degrees be- 
come lu&lhioaable j and a Fine Scholar would 
ihine in a Circle at Court, beyond the Man, 
who relies upon the ColUincis of his £qui- 
fage and the Skill of bis Embroiderer. 

N°ll8. Friday, M0)%. 1719. 
Stremtanos exercct inertia — ' H o r , 



1AM forry to hear, that Numbers 

E of my Difciples complain of late, 

I for want of complcat Sets of my 

I Le^ures, ^d grow impatient for 

Volumes j when it is not in my Power to an- 

fwer their Defires. Forefeeing this Inconveni- 

ency, I gave them timely * Notice, not to 

lofe their Market : Tff which Notice I refer 

them for fome of the Principal Reafons, 



which 
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which oblige me (till to perfift in my firft Re« 
folution. However, if I have any Credit 
with my more diligent Obfeivers, I advife 
them to ky op the Growth of this running 
Half-year, and to gather it as it rifes i. dace I 
ihaU (my SuppUnmit being now finiflied) foon 
open a frefli Parcel of Knowledge. 

W H E N I had, in my very Firft Half-Acet, 
ihewn my ielf a hardy Philofopher, by at- 
tempting to vindicate the Dignity of Humane 
Nature from Abufe on One Hami^ and from 
Contempt on the Other ^ i proceeded, in my 
Second and Third Papers, to give Aflbrances 
to B#th Seitts of many Free^Thinking Feats^ 
which it was, then, generally fufpeSed I never 
intended to perform. 

In the mean time, I have gradually profe- 
cuted my fettled Purpofe with fuch Refolu* 
tion and Impartiality, that in little more than 
the Space of One Year, my Readers of every 
Denomination are almoft univerfaliy perfuiidec', 
(many with Pleafure, and fonic with Regret) 
that the Free-Thinker is in Earneft, as to the 
Extent of his Defign ; that be will neither 
philofophizeTrimmingly, to indulge the falfe 
Prudence of Some j nor reafon Intern perately, 
to countenance the RaHueis of Others ^ nor 

G 4 yer, 
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yet, precipitate his Work to gratify the Im- 
patience of a Few. 

In the fecond Paper;> amongft feveral Parti- 
cularities in the Charafter of a True Free-- 
Thinker^ it was hinted j It is not udikeVf^ thai 
moft Thirds will appear to Him tmder a different 
Shape and CobuTy to what they Jhew to the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind. The Publick, I dare 
fay, is by this time fufficiently fatisfied of the 
Notorioufhefs of this Charai^riftick ; and I 
iball, this Day, make the Mark yet more vifi- 
ble, by the Singularity of the fubfequent Pa« 
ragraphsp 

We may obferve, that moft Gentlemen 
befiow more Care and Expence in pun^ally 
providing for the ^mufenients and Extrava- 
gancies of Life, than they are willing to em- 
ploy in Concerns of the gre^te(l Coniequence 
either to Themfelves, their Fapiilies, or their 
Countrey. Henqs it is, that no Profufion of 
Money is thought u^reafpnablis to maintain 
Mr. Heidegger's Puppet-Jhew ; nor any Thrift 
too great in pron^oting a Publick Good : The 
SbeWy it muft be owned, i^ carried to a great 
PerfeiS^ion ; the Figures are as large as the 

Life J and the Wires, by which this Artlft 
dances them, are not difceraible, but to a 
yejy obferving Eye ; But then, afber all, they 

are 
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are but PuppeU; and of Kttle or no Ufe, when 
Heidegger has done with them. 

I made this and fome other Occafional Re- 
flexions upon Reading the underwritten Ad- 
vertifement in the Courant of laft Saturday. 

ENZUIRT FOR A SETTING- 
DOG. 

Any Perfon^ who has a Setting-Dog of a good 
Size and ftrong Make^ that quarters his Ground^ 
carries his Head in a good Place^ and does cXL 
other Parts of his Bufinefs very well ; if be will 
Jhew him in any open Countrey this Pairing Seafon, 

within Twelve Miles of London, may Jhew the 
Dog^ and bear of a tuftomer at Mr. Evans V, 
a Net-makery in Sheig-Lane, Picadllly. 

This is the only Way to be well-ferved, 
upon all Occafions : Obferve the Nicety, the 
Prudence and Circumfpedion, of this Sportf-^ 
man. What rare natural Endowments, what 
acquired Knowledge and Diligence, does he 
require in this little Minifter of his Pleafures I 
The mod publick Notice is likewife given, 
that no Choice may be wanting : Laftly, he 
will not take the Abilities of the Spaniel 
ppon Truft j but will judge of them, in an 
(fen Ground. No Iptcreft (I am perfwaded) 

no 
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no RecommendatioQ^ no Bribe, could -pre- 
vail upon this Gentleman, to prefer jn Ani<- 
mal to be Ranger of his Fields, who knows 
nothing of his Bufinefs, and to entruft the 
publick Care of his Game to a giddy, ihat- 
ter-brained Curr. An Example worthy the 
Imitation of all Perfons, who have the Di- 
redion of the Affairs of the Nation 1 

In vain is any Artificer skilful in his Trade, 
if he makes Ufe of bad Implements, or if he 
works with Tools, that are not of a proper 
Make and Stuc. Mr. Gibbons could not have 
carved his Niceties with a Hatchet ; neither 
can Mr. TbarnbiU paint the Cupola of PauFs 
with a Trowel. Ih vain likewife are the Abi- 
lities of a great MiniAer, if he takes no Care 
in the Choice of his Jouraey-Men, who are 
to manage the feveral Wheels and Springs of 
Government, that are under his Diredion. 
Therefore, laying afide all other Confidera-p 
tions^ when a Vacancy happens in an Office or 
a Poft, let proper Enquiry be made for a Per- 
fon duly quaiify'd to fill it, to this or the like 
Btk6t : Any Perfon who knows of a true-bred 
Excife-man (for Inflance) that wiU not betray 
the Government be feroesy that quarters bis 
Groundy who carries bfs Head in a good Place y 

and 
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and does til other Parts of bis Bufnefs very. weU ; 
if be will Jbew bimy &c. 

Another occafional Refiedion, I made, was 
on the Hapfiaefs of a good Education. Sup- 
pofe, you have a Litter of Puppies of the 
fined Breed, and the beft natural Parts. Let 
them run idly about the Houfe for fonie 
Months, and they will be perpetually playing 
one unlucky Trick or another in the Kitchia : 
When they are grown up to Maturity, turn 
them out into the Fields : and they fluU be 
good for nothing, but to deftroy the Poultry, 
to drive away the Gajne, to worry the Sheep, 
and come to be hanged in the End. Whens 
as, if you take one of them from the Dam, 
and fend him young to a careful Preceptour, 
who ihail keep him to his Studies, improve 
his natural Talents, and give him. propef Cor- 
region ; how much in Value will he riie 
above the illiterate Multitude and the Dun- 
ces of his Species ! His Fortune i^ made : 
He flull be fought after by Perfons of Diftinc- 
tion : He wdlL become the Favourite of fome 
great Man : He will have a convenient Apart- 
ment, with clean Siraw j or fleep upon his 
Patron's Bed : He fltall have a Servant to wait 
upon him j and ihall want for nothing, that 

any 
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any reafonable Dog can delire : And when 
he dyes, the whole Family fliaJl be in Tears ; 
and many a gallant Squire fpeak honourably 
of his Memory. 

The laft RefleSion, which rofe in my 
Thoughts upon reading the aforefaid Adver- 
tifement, gave me a fenlible Concern. It is 
indeed, a fevere Reproach ; and I wifli it 
could be retorted upon me as a 61fe one, 
when I lay i That many of our Landed- 
Men take more Care of the Breed and Edu.. 
cation of aHorfe, a Dog, a Cock, or a Hawk, 
than they Ihew in the training up, or in the 
Marriage, of their Children. Hence, our ce- 
lebrated Animals ftill preferve their ancient 
Vigour and Spirit, through fo many Genera- 
tions; while our Gentlemen vifibly degene- 
rate from the Manhood of their Anceftours. 
But,Ifliall not here purfue this Confideration, 
which I purpofe to treat of in a particular 
Set of Leflures, in the Profecution of my 
Labours. 



N**ii9 9T[>tf Free-Thinker. 109 




N° 119. M)fulajfy Moj II. 1719. 



Lenttti in umbra 



Formofam refonare doces AmarflUda fyhtu. 



ViRC. 




To the Gentleman, who writes the 

Free-Thimker. 

SIK^ April 27. 1719. 

S I walked Yefterday in the Even- 
ing itiKenfington Gardens, amongft 
the beautiful Crowd of Females, 
my Eye foon fingled out the di- 
vine Letitia, As ibon as ihe was gone out 
of the Walks, my Companion, Laertety 
perceiving how diligently I had oblerved her 
at every Turn, told me j He had the Happi- 
nefs of being well acquainted with the La- 
dy : Hereupon, we retired to a Seat in the 
Wildemefs j when, to indulge my Curiofity 
* and to heighten my Admiration, he enter- 

! tained 
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tained me with her Charader, in the follow- 
ing maiiner. 

* I need not dwell upon the inimitable Air, 
the fine Stature and Shape, the lovely Com- 
plexion, the regular Features, and the match- 
lefs Eyes of Letitia i fince, I believe, you 
have been bufy (this Hour and more) to 
trace out a diftind and lafting Impreflion of 
her vifible Charms, in your Mind« Never- 
thelefs, I can aflfure you, that all thefe Per- 
fe&ions, which, you may think, you have 
folly obferved in her Perfon, will improve 
upon a nearer View; and the oftner you 
approach her, in every Drefs, the more you 
will admire her unexceptionable Beauties. 
Yoa find, fhe wounds at a Diftance : But I 
can tell you, ihe kills near at hand. I will 
not fay, that Letitia is not confcious of her 
Beauty; fince, in my Opinion, it would 
leflen her Praife : She is confcious, but not 
vain, of her Charms i and fhe fets a juft 
(or rather a fevere) Value on Beauty, by re- 
garding it only as tlie Glofs and Vamifli of 
Vertue. She claims the Privilege of her 
Sex, to pafs tl)e whole Morning at her 
Toilet ; but then, fhe employs thofe Hours 
chiefly in compofing her Paffions, and em^ 
bellifhing her Mind : The Books, which 

! contain 
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contain the moft refined Precepts of Vertoe^ 
and the Principles of found Senfe^ are her 
Patch-Box, her Combs, and her Wailies* 
The Perftaions of the Body, ihe knows 
mufi come from the Indulgence of Nature i 
whereas the Improvements of the Soul muft 
be the Ref ult of Study and Refleftion. 
^ The happy Concurrence of Beauty and 
Vertue, of Youth and Difcretion, has all 
along fecured Letitia from the Envy of her 
own, and the Impertinence of our Sex« Her 
good Humour is genuine ; and all her Smiles 
life from her Heart. When Ihe fpeak^ her 
Lips deliver the . moft elegant Thoughts in 
the fweeteft Accents ; which gave a Friend 
of ours occafion to fay. That her Words are 
all fet to Mufick. 

^ I forbear to particularize the feveral Female 
Qpalifications and Vertues, which ihe pof-» 
fefles in conmimi with the moft accompliflwd 
of her Sex. The moft lingular Brightnefs in 
Letitia^s Charader, is the Equality of her 
Mind. Her Life has not been entirely fi:ee 
from Diftreffes of a fevere Nature ; though 
her Heart has been free from Vexation : And 
ihe has ihewn her Acquaintance, that a 
Woman may be Unfortunate without being 
I Unhappy. 

f Here 
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' Here ended Laertes, It is pity, methinks, 
' fo fair a ChanuSer ihould be loft : There* 

* fore, if you will be pleafed to perpetuate it, 

* by recommending it to the Imitation of 

* your hk Readers, you may make Letitia a 

* publick Benefit ; and you will in a particular 
f manner oblige, 

SIR, 

Tour mofi Obedient Servant^ 

G. B. 

This Gentleman has fallen upon an Ex- 
pedient to divulge through the whole Ifland 
the Praifes oilMitia, which otherwiie might 
have been confined to the little flowery Wil- 
deroefs at Kenfingt<m» I wiih the generous In- 
tention of my Correfpondent may prove of 
Service to our Virgins : I flirewdly fufpe^ the 
Abufe of it. Every young Fellow, who buys 
the Paper, will be apt to carry it to his favou-. 
rite Coquette, and fay j Madam, the Free^ 
Thinker has done Juftice to your Chara^er to 
Day. Every celebrated Toaft will imme- 
diately take Letitia^s Perfedions to her felf, 
by confulting her Glals, inftead of refleOing 
inwardly on the Make of her Mind. A Hand, 

a Foot, 



M''il9 TlS^^ Free-Thinker, itj 

a Footj a Feature, will be thought a Vertue j 
and twb fparklirig Eyes, the brighteft Orna- 
meuts of the Soul t Nay, a fpreading Hoop 
fliall be preferred to Difcretiorfj arid a rieatf 
Shoe Ihall pafs for no mean Accomplifhment. 

The Batchelours, whofe Turn of Wit lies td 
Satyr, will not fcruple to lay, that the Cha* 
rader of Letitia is all Fidion ; and that it is 1 
very extraordinary Circumftance, in the Ad*^ 
ventut*e of Mr. G. B4 that, the handfomeft 
Lady in the Garden, that Night, fiiould be 
the wifeft. Certain it is, that very dangerous 
Follies fi:equently lie in Ambuih in the imooth 
Lineaments of a fine Facei and that, the Refle^ 
dion of a very charming Creature is generally 
but Skin-deep. This brings to my Mind the Say-* 
ing of an old Coutitefs (who had been famoui 
for her Beauty) upon the Sight of a Figure of 
herfelf at Fifteen : If that was my Likeneft 
(laid flie) I tremble to think of the many. 
Dangers I have efcaped I 

But notwithftanding thefe Objedions, I be^ 
lieve many of my tender Pupils^ who are am-* 
bitious to excell in true Womafrhood, will 
think on Letitia in diflferent Lights j and ftudy 
to adjuft themfelves by her, as in a Glafs* 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 

Worthy S I Ry May 5. 1J19. 

OUR Sex, who have no Skill in the 
learned Languages, could never have 
hoped to acquire ftrch a Share of Pbilofo- 
ph^ as is neediiil to make us bappy^ before 
yoQ generoufly undertook to ii^ruft us, in 
plain Englijh. This bos encouraged me to 
apply to you for Advice^ in a Wbttcr, that 
very nearly touches my Cfeiet. 1 had my 
Education in the Cbuntrey, till I was Four- 
teen : My Parents (who were of fome Fi- 
gure) dying, when I was not yet Fifteen ; I 
accepted the Invitation of a Friend, to live 
with her in this Town» She introduced me 
to Company, to Balls, to Plays, to Mafque- 
rades, and all the gay Amufements of the 
faflrionable World. She is lately dead : 
Hereupon, I retired to my former Privacy in 
the Coiiritrey, with a Reiblution to quit 
the Circle of Vanity, I had fo often gone 
round, during the Five laft. Years of my 
Life. I hoped, that after a Satiety of To wn- 
Pleafures, I fliould have the better Reliih 
for Rural Enjoyments. But, alas ! Sir, I 
find, that the Impertinences of Plays, Balis, 

^ ^ and 
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* and Vifits, have given fuch a Loofe to my 

* Tfaotights, that my Mind is a Source of £x^ 

* travagaticesi and all my Refledions are but 
^ a Jumble of idle and confiifed Notions* 

* Now^ what I requeft of Mn Tree-Thinker isj 
^ that he would favour me with fome of his 

* fage Advice, and help me to corrcift this vi-* 
f dated Tafte of Life. I am, 

SI Ri 

Tot4r hwnbU Servant and DifcipUy 

LavikiaJ 

t TT H I N K JLa'vinia^s Letter is full of In- 
ftrudion. How many young Ladies havfe wd 
in her Cafe ,♦ and yet how few defire to be 
cured ? A perpetual Hurry of Spirits through 
the Courfe of five Years, will require Time 
and Patience, and much cool Reflediori^ be-< 
fore the Mind can recover its proper Temper. 
However, 1 fancy, if Laviniay to the Prfeceptsof' 
Philofophy, would add an agteeabje Husband, 
who delights ifl the fedate Pleafures of Life^ 
it would very much facilitate the Cure,; 
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Uanc olim •vttere! ■vitam coluere Sabinii 
Ham Remus f^ fraier: ScfsrthEtrmiacrcvit, 
^iUca (jf mum falfa eji fukberrima Roma. 



AVING given my Counfreyraen 
• j1 Jhort Accaat of the QviUtiis 
and Qramikt 0/ Politemfi in Ufi 
aaot^ the Romans j for their ht- 
ther Information, 1 ihall now pro- 
ceed to ihew. How they parcelled out their Time^ 
in the daily and ordinary Cottrje of a pivale 
Life. 

Under their Kings, the People, as yet un- 
corrupted with Affluence, glory 'd in Fruga- 
lity i and the greateft Simplicity of Manners 
was accounted moft falhionable : Their Time 
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was almoft wholly taken up in providing for 
the Neceffities of Life, and in fupporting the 
Fatigues of War, during the Term of abovc^ 
two hundred Years. 

Under the Confuls, as often as they had no 
foreign Wars to fear, they found themfelves 
at leifure to foment inteftine Broils. The 
Defire of Rule amongft the Patricians^ and the 
Love of Liberty in the Plebeians^ kept Borne 
in a perpetual Ferment, which threatened De« 
ftrudioo to the Common-wealth in its Infan- 
cy. Thefe two Orders of Citizens, tranfgref- 
fing alike the Bounds of Moderation, lived in 
a mutual Diftruft one of the other : So that, 
as foon as they perceived, they were in no 
Danger from Enemies abroad> their principal 
Care was to defeat the Cabals of each other. 

Thus, through the Courfe of about Five 
hundred Years, the main Attention, the Vi- 
gour and the Vertue of the Rofnam was em- 
ployed, in defending themfelves againft the 
Hoililities of their Neighbours, and in compo- 
fing their domeftick Feuds. If they enjoyed 
any Intermi0ions from thcfe Cares, they dien 
apply'd themfelves entirely to Agriculture. In 
thefe happy Intervals of Tranquility, no Man 
thought it beneath him to fet his Hand to the 
Plough } the Patrician and the Plebeian^ whofe^ 

H 3 Conditioiu 
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Conditions and whofe Bufinefs fo widely dif- 
fered in the City, had one Occupation in the 
Countrey ; and the Greateft, in common with 
the Mcaneft Romany was not afliamed to be 
ftyled A Labourer. 

yffi haye many pxamples of this laudable 
Simplicity, not only in the early Times pf 
the Republick, when it was cuftomary to fend 
for Confuls and Di^iators from their Farms, to 
aifift in the arduous ^airs of Government ^ but 
likewife, in the flourifliing Ages, wherein 
Rome was Miftrefs of Italjy and had made her 
Power refpe^led beyond the Seas. I need 
pot, therefore, mention j^intim Gnchmatur } 
who was found labouring in his Grounds, 
by the perfons, who were difpatched to 
potify to him, that be w^s appointed Di^a^ 
tor. I want not for Inftances to my Purpofe in 
Curiuf Dentatusy in 'Fabrkim^ AfiiUus Serranur^ 
JJcinim Stoby Cato the Onfor^ and many o- 
tbersj who, in much later Times, were proud 
to take their Surnames from Ibme particular 
Branch of Husbandrjy in which they excelled : 
Hence, (according to the concurring Opinion^ 
pf ancient Writers) fame the /tfineany the Vh 
teUiany the Suilliany Porciany and the Ovinian 
Family ; the Founders pf thcfe Families having 
]been famous for breeding the feveral Sorts of 

Jfinimdsy 
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Animals, imply^d in their Names. Qtherfi 
likewijfe had diftuiguiihed themfelves, by rai- 
fing and improving particular Kinds of Pulfe i 
whence came the Surnames Lenttdtts^ Fabiw^ 
Pifoy Cicero^ and many more. 

In a Word i fo generally were the Ramans 
addided Co the Occupations of a Couatrey 
Life, that the Name ofifky-fairerT {Viatoris) 
was given to certain Officers, wbofe Budnefs 
it was to go and acquaint the Senatours, that 
an eictraordinary Sedk>n would be held on 
fuch, or Sadu a Day : As for the ordinary 
Meetings of the Senate, they were fixed to the 
Day of the CdUnds and the Day of the Idefy m 
every Month j and confequently did not re- 
quire to be notify'd. Now, if the Semtourf 
and Men of Note pafled a great Part of their 
Time in the Countrey { what may we judge 
of the Inferiour Citizens i Above tiuree Parts 
in foiH- of them (probably) faw the City, but 
once in every nine Days, in time of Peace. 
They came thither only to buy Neceifaries ibr 
their Farms i and to examine, whether they 
ihpuld approve or rqed any New Regulations; 
which the Magiibates fixed upon the CapUd^ 
and up to the Farnjff, three -Markfe^Day^ fuc-^ 
celfively, before they were offered to be con^ 
finned* Jt was^oa thefe Market-Days, that (in 

H 4 Time) 
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Time) the Tribunes of the People entertained 
tJiem with the Affairs of the Government, 
^d the Changes, that were to be made ; 
I9nd by their Harangues fomented the Jealou- 
iies, which agitated the differfent Orders of the 
Community, under the Republick* 

Laftly ; The Praftice of Husbandry muft 
have been univerfally efleemed amongft the 
Kmnant for a confiderable Time, when Qaro 
(towards the Declenfiotj of the Common? 
wealth) fpi^aks honourably of it; and does 
pot fcruple to afiirm, that eyen then, the Perr 
Spm of Probity and Diftiniftion gloried more 
tfi being enrollj&d amongft the Countrey-Tribes, 
than in being numbred amongft ?he w(alt)iie(l 
pf the City-Families. 

I fhall purfue this Subjed in the next Half- 
Sheet ; that I may here have room to make a 
few Remarks on what has been faid. 

This Account of the Komans is not pecu-r 
JUar to Them j but may be applied as juftly to 
mod Nations, if we look back into their ant 
fient Manners and Cuftoms. There was 4 
Jime, when Tillage, Pafturage, Breeding of 
iDattlej and Planting, were not ignoble Occu- 
pations in this Jiland : Neither is it yet half a 
(I^entury, fince moft of our Countrey-Gentle- 
|nen have been bred in a cconpleat Ignorance 

of 
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of Huskandryy to learn the Uleneffes of the 
Town. We can likewife, even to this Day, 
&e w perhaps a more ample Catalogue of Ru^ 
ral ^muunes^ than the Romans could ever boaft 
of: Several of which are taken from Animals; 
as Lumby Kid^ Colt^ Bullock^ Go/ling^ Cock^ 
Dave, Partridge^ Pheafant : Others from Coun- 
trey- Occupations ,• as Sbepherd, Cow-herd, Far-- 
met. Plowman, Gardiner: Many from Grain, 
Trees, Plants, and Flowers ^ as Wheat, Oats, 
Ajh, Birch, Broom, Ivy, Violet, Ulfy, Prim^ 
rofe : Some from Fruits ; as Cherry, Strawberry j 
Nut, Hawf, Sweet-apple, Crab : Others from 
the Water j as Lake, Pool, Ford, Rivers, 
Brooks : And feveral from the Nature or Dl- 
firibution of the Ground ; as HiU, Dale, Heath, 
Wood, Greenwood, Lane, Hedges, Acres, Mea^ 
dows. 

Thus did our ancient Families diftingui& 
themfelves by Appellations, which betokened 
Induftry, Innocence, and Independency; an4 
which bore, fome Relation to either their 
I apds, their Seats, or their Buiinefs. If mofi: 
of the flouriflung Modern Families, who haunt 
the Town, were to copy after our Predecet 
fours in this Refped ; many, who might be am* 
t>itious of being dignified by their Places of 
/Vl>Qde, wpuld havf % |li|ht to aifume the 

Surnames 
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Simaaes of tChitt's, Tm's, Wild, Battel's, 
the Greeim, Jonathan's, Chtt^-zW), Groom- 
Ttrltr'i, tec Others, who might be more. 
dcfiious to b* known by the paiticnlar Aits 
of Life tiiey cultivated, or might be |xoud of 
figniiyiiig to Poftericy, by what Isduiiry tiiey 
happened to thrive in the World j would not 
be thought to arrt^te, by appropriating to 
themfelves the genteel Names of Hazard, 
Ticket, Ombre, B^, Turner, Maiier ) Game- 
fler likewife, and Snirfer are no dilreputable, 
nor improper. Titles with an handlbme Equi- 
page : And, if any Gentleman of tlie Indnjiri- 
mt Trike Jhould have a particular Fondnefs to 
a Buial Denomination j he may borrow, from 
a CountFey-Animal, the Surname of 5rr^. 
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O cany en the Effay, which was 
begun Jaft friday : About the Kve 
hundred and feventieth Year of 
the City (after the fec(md Pwiick 
War) the Ramans were invited into Greece^ by 
the jEtolians and the Athenians : And when 
they had fubdued ThiUp King of Macedimy and 
his Son "Perfes ; floilied with Succeis, they cih 
tended their Conqoefts into the lAffer 4fi^ *J»d 
into Sj/ria, Hence, their own Writers date die 
viiible Declenfion of their former Simplicity. 
Their Vi^ries turned to their Prqadice«* &r, 
with the Arts, they adopted the Vices, of the 
J^ple, they had iiibje<ted f q their ^oipite. 

There 
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There was a fuddain Change in Rome : New 
Arts and Sciences were ftudied ; the Houfes 
wer^ new-n)odelled and enlai^ed i fumptuous 
Furniture and coftly Apparel were coveted j 
and their Diet was poifoned with the Wanton- 
nefs of Cbokery. The Mounds of their an- 
cient Difcipiine, over*born by the Inundation 
of foreign Luxuries ; they refined their Man- 
ners into Exceffes of every Kind. In vain, did 
the Qnfor now remind his Fellow-Citizens of 
the Severity of their Anceftours : Example 
was grown too powerful for his Authority : 
Pleafure and Idienefs became liberal. Labour 
and Induftry, fervile Diftin^ions. The Cor- 
ruption, which began among the Qjiality, in- 
ienfibly infe Aed the People to fuch a Degree j 
that, at laft, the moft ufelefs Citizen wis ac- 
counted the moft honourable. In tbis polite 
State of Degeneracy, their Time (which be- 
fore was ufualiy eniployM to fome laudable 
Purpofe) was now wholly divided between 
Amufements, Ceremonies, the Tasks of Am- 
bition, Feaftings, and immoderate Sleep : 
Which brings me to what I propofed, in the 
beginning of my preceding Paper* 

During the firft Four hundred and fixty 
Years, the Romans knew no other Divifion of 
the Pay, but into the Momhig^ th« Noan^ and 

th« 
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the Ewning : And^ in the Law of the Twehe 
Tables^ there is no mention made, but of the 
Rifing and Setting of the Sun ; neither was it 
till fome Years after, that the Common Crier 
proclaimed the Ncon^ with a loud Voice, 

Tlitri fays, that the firft Inftrument, which 
the Remans ever iiad to diftinguiih the Hours, 
was a Sun4)ialy placed by the Qnfar Papyrias 
Curfor in the Court of the Temple of ^uirinm^ 
ten Years before the Tarentim War : And Mir- 
cus Varro informs us, that the firft Curlofity 
of this Kind (which was expofed in publick 
near the Roftrums) was fixed upon a little Pil- 
lar ,• and that it was brought from Scibf by Va^ 
lerius Mejfala^ in the Four hundred and feventy 
feventh Year of Rome. How imperfe(a foever 
this Did might be, they continued to regulate 
their Time by it, about Ninety-nine Years j 
till MarttM Philippus (who was Cenfor with 
Faulus JEmiliui) gave them one more com- 
pleat : And Tliny adds. That he gained more 
Reputation by this Prefent to the Publicfc, than 
by all his other Adions, during his Cenforjhip. 

But, notwithftanding thefe Helps, the Ro- 
mans were ftill at a Lo(s to know the Time 
of the Day, and to proportion their Hours, as 
often as the Sky was over-caft i till Scipio N^ 
fica^ in the Year Five hundred and ninety five, 

fet 
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. ict up an Invention to meafure the Hoisrsi by 
the dropping of Water out of one VeiTei into 
another i as we (on (bme Occaiions) now inea« 
jfiire theni) by the running of Sand« They 
counted Twelve Hours in the Days which 
were Longer or Shorter, according to the 
Length and Shortnefs of the Days. The firft 
Six Hours were from Sun-rifit^ till Noon ^ and 
the other Six, from Nom to the Going^dowu of 
the Sun : And, that every Mafter of a Family 
might know, at Home, how the Time paifed | 
there was commonly a Slave kept in every 
Houfe, whofe whole Employment was to nui 
to and fro to obferve the Hours, and fignify 
them to the Family. Of this we have feverai 
Traces in the Latin Poets : And TUny^ fpeak- 
ing of fuddain Deaths, fays i that Babitu^ who 
had been Trittor of Bytbiniay died inftantly, 
when he had enquired, of his Servant, the 
Hour of the Day# 

Here again, 1 am obliged to flop my Carreer 
in the fecond Stage of my Subje^ by fbme 
Refle^ons, that merit Attention. 

W E have feen the Remans fall from the So-^ 
briety of their Manners, by the Acquisition of 
Power J and decline in Vertue, as they grew in 
Affluence and Politenefs : Which, at lafl, ended 
in the total Subveriion firfl of their LU)ertie6, 

and 
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and then of their Empire. This has been the 
Fate of almoft all floimfinng Nations : And I 
fear England^ wiihonC timely Caie^ will in t 
few Years fbmiih Hiftory with one pregnant 
Ixample more of this Kind. This Obferva- 
tion makes me inclinable to believe^ that the 
celebrated Vertues of any Commutvty hare 
been owing more to Necefiity than Choke ; 
iince we find, that moft Countries have admits- 
ted of as many Extravagances, as their CiD- 
cumftances could fupport* We have indeed 
many glorious Inftances of Particular Perfon^ 
who have enjoyed the mod ample Fortunes 
with the greateft Moderation : But, I know of 
no powerful and Flouriihing State, that was 
ever able to maintain their ancient, neceilary 
Vertues, and to diftinguiih Themfelves by a 
National Heroifm. 

From the Accoimt of the Jlatnan Diviiion of 
the Day, we may obferve how very flow the 
Progrefs of the moft ieemingly obvious Arts 
and Sciences mufl have been in all Nations, at 
the Beginning. When the Romant were at kfl: 
able to parcel out the Day into Tu^lve Hours { 
yet even then, it muft have been a new and a 
tedious Study, to come to an Exa^^efs of di-« 
viding ^thofe Hours into Minutes, and fubdivi- 
ding the Minutes into Seconds : And yet, 

trifling 
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trifling as this Knowledge may Teem (which 
our Clock-makers have brought to a furpri* 
fiog Nicety) it would be endiefs to enume^ 
rate the Ufes of it. 

Since our Time is reduced to a Standard, 
and the Bullion of the Day is minted out into 
Hours; the Induftrious know how to employ 
every Piece of Time to a real Advantage, in 
their di£krent Profeflions: And he, that is 
Prodigal of his Hours, is (in EfkCt) a Squan-* 
derer of Money. I remember to have heard 
of a notable Woman, who was thoroughly 
fenfible of the intrinfick Value of Time : Her 
Husband was a Shoe-maker, and an excellent 
Oafts-man ; but never minded how the Mi^ 
nutes paifed. In vain did his Wife inculcate 
to him, That Titne h Money: He had too 
much Wit to apprehend her ; and he curfed 
the Parifh-Clock, eveiy Night ; which at laft 
brought him to his Ruin. One Night, when 
the poor Woman fent the Prentice to call hun 
home firom the Ale-Houfe; he asked, What 
a-Clock it was ? Twelve^ anfwers the Boy : 
Go then (fays the Mafter) and bid my Wife 
be eafy j it can never be mare. After an 
Hour's Patience, flie fent again : What a-Clock 
now. Child ? One^ Sir. That's a good Boy } 
once more, go and defire my Wife to be com« 
forted i it can never be Ufs. Fri^ 
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H I L E the Day wa$ all of * Piecd 
at Romey the Maimers of thte Peo- 
ple! were fimple, and th*ir Occu-* 
pitions fuch 6nly as Neceflity re* 
No fooifer had they learnt tti tell out 
their Time iiito Houfs, thafi they contrived 
Methods t6 multiply th^ Bufinefs of the Day I 
allotting, to almoft every Hotir^ i diffeiient Care'4 
If then, we confid^i' the Rdtnanf ih this Cdii-' 
dition ; they generally parcelled out the Da^^ 
in their Ordinary G6tufe of Living, after thd 
following manner. 

They had their Mornihg Devotiofls i intiik 

ivMch they ufually began the Day i going froMi 

Temple to Temple to recommend Tfaem« 

Vo L. lU. I r«lve% 
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felves, every Man to as many Gods, as he 
thought he might ftand in need of. Thofe, 
Vrho were not at Leifiire, or perhaps not di^ 
pofed, to go Abroad) acquittq^ Themfelves of 
this Duty at Home ; the Rich by Sacrifices) 
or Ofiferings, and the Poor only by Vows and 
Prayers. They had, likewife, their Evening 
Adorations ; with this Diftin&ion, That their 
lAanins were fior the Qkftial^ and th«ir V^perf 
for the Infernal D^tks. Bot^ the Prime of the 
Day was not wholly appropriated to the 
Gods : They found it highly neceflary not to 
be tardy in paying their Refpe^ to their own 
Species : They were afliduous and early in 
their Levy-Salutations ; the Inferiour People 
paid their Morning-Court to the Magiflrates $ 
and the Magiftrates went Abroad betimes to 
worfiiip the Grandees of the City* 

ThuSy were the firft and the fecond Hours of 
tlie Sun ordinarily employed by the Roman 
Citizens ; if we except the fevere Students^ 
the Men of Bufinefs, the Merchants^ the 
Tradefmen and Artificers i who preferred In- 
dufiry to Servility, and were not at Leifure 
to be Fafliionable* 

The third Hour fummoned the People to 
the Courts of Judicature j excepting on Holy- 
Days, or when feme more important A£Eurs 

of 
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of Goverament interrupted the Bufinefs of the 
Bar. Befide the Judges^ the Lawyers, the 
Solicitors, and the Parties Concerned, there 
was always a vaft Concourfe in the Forum } 
who came thither, partly to enquire after 
News, and partly to hear the Pleadings ^ and 
who, during the Republick, took upon them 
to Approve or to condemn the Deeifions, that 
were made* For this Reafon it is^ that Cicero^ 
in the Peraraion 6f his Acctifation againft 
t^trrer^ threatens the Judges with the Cenfiir^ 
of the Roman People, who heard him fpeak, 
if ^hey ihould fulfer the heinous Crimes of 
Verres to efcape the Rigour df the Laws. 

This Attention took up the Generality of 
the Citizens (who were not obliged to be ab* 
lent upon odier Concerns) during the third, 
the fourth, and the fifth Hours* In the mean 
time, the reft (who were engaged in ntox^ 
urgent Bufinefs) employed thefe Hours accor^ 
ding to their different Callings, their Rank, an4 
their feparate Views* The l6iigbts (at as 
Judges, and fegiftred Treaties and legal Con^^ 
trads : And the Candidates for Employments^ 
or Honours, west al)out the City with their 
Friends and Relationsj to procure Votes* 

At Uft, came the fixth Hour of the Day I 
the ^oofhDde i At which Time, every Man re*- 

I 2 tired 
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tired to his Home ; made a flender Diimer i 
and took a moderate^ refreihing Nap. 

The firft Hours in riie Afternoon were ufu- 
ally allotted to Bodily Exercifes ; as Walkings 
Riding in a Coach, or Playing at Mall : And 
the Youth of Faflxion, whofe Ambition promp- 
ted them to improve their Agility and Strength, 
went into the Field of Mars to pra&ice fuch 
Feats of Adivity, as were moft proper to fit 
them for the Difcipline and Fatigues of War. 

As the Richer and confequently the Luxu- 
ry, of the Ramam encreafed, they had their 
Publick Walks, as Itkewife private Gardens 
of great Magnificence ; and, in time. Marble 
Cloifters, and Galleries of an incredible 
Length. In theie cool Places did the Per* 
fons, who loved fedate Amu^ments, pais 
two or three Hours of the Afternoon, in Dif- 
courfing gravely or pleafimtly, according to their 
Afferent Humours. The Poets took this fa* 
vourable Opportunity to come thither, to re- 
cite their Verfes to fuch as were inclinable to 
hear them. 

From thefe feveral Recreations, they flock- 
ed to the Publick Baths,* which were opened 
at a flated Time ; in the Winter at the eighth, 
in the Summer at the ninth. Hour of the Day ; 
which was figntfy*d by the Sound of a ^elL 

Thofe 
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Thofc, who had Private Baths, made ufe of 
them earlier, or later, as they pleafed : But, 
Alexander Severus ^t& permitted the Publick 
Baths to be kept open all the Night, in the 
intenfe Heats of the Summer. The Poets, 
likewife, came to the Baths to repeat their 
Compofitions ; where they never failed of a 
numerous Audience. 

After Bathing, was the Time of ufing Oils 
and fweet Ointments ; with which they fup- 
pled their Limbs : And then, fucceeded the 
Time of Supper ; which began, the ninth or 
tenth Hour of the Day. This was their prin- 
cipal Meal J and (in Procefs of Time) from a 
fliort, moderate Repafl, grew to the Excels 
of being prolonged till after Midnight. 

My Readers will fee by this Account, that 
the Romans divided the A^on of every Day 
into two diftind Scenes ; the one for Studies 
or Bufinefs, the other for Exercifes and Amuf?- 
ments; the proper Means for preferving the 
Mind, and the Body, in full Vigour. As it 
was not reputable to wafte any Portion of 
the Forenoon in Pleafures j fo likewife, it wa? 
not cuflomary to let any AflFairs break in up- 
on the Leifure of the Afternoon. Neverthe- 
lefs, (o fevere was the Application of fome 
of Note, that riiey gave their Minds iv) 

I 3 Relaxation^ 
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Relmtipn, before the tendi Hoar. Thus 5ir<- 
neca fays, We remember the great Oratour, Afi- 
niiis PoUio, wbp pxndd not attend to the leaft 
Bufineff, nor fo much at read a Letter^ after the 
femb Hoitr. i kfi the Qmtents of it Jbould obUge him 
to fame new Care: My in the tvfo remaining 
Hours, he refrejhed himfelf, and threw off the Fa- 
tigue of the whole Day, But, this Severity wa? 
fiot required in a Perfon of the moft ferioos 
Chara^jBr ; Tbaarch lays, that Otto went re- 
gularly after Dinner to exercife himfelf at Batt, 
in t\ip Campus Martiusi an4 that he diverted 
himfelf as ufual wi^ this Exerciie, that ve- 
f y ^^Yi (hp P^pplje had refufed to choofe him 
ConfuL ' 

After what has been faid) let us a little 
fconfider a Londpn-Dayi and (ep what Ac- 
count we can give of our Hours, for the In- 
formation of future Ages^ when we may be 
no longer a Free People* 

Be it known then tp my Readers in Futu- 
turity (if they happen to underftand Englijh) 
that formerly our Day, as in pther ancient 
Nations, began with the Rifing of the Sun : 
But, about the latter End pf ^he fxteentb Cbi* 
tury, the wife Men obferyed a vifible Change 
in our '^ime, which has evf r fince gone on, for 
^e worfe ; infpinuch that;^ of lat^ Years we. 

have 
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^ave altered our manner of computing fo far^* 
that our Morning begins precifely at the Noon 
ef our Anceflotit's ; and our Ndon correfponds 
with the Evening of thofe Plain Folks^ who 
lived by the Light of Nature^ and faved Fire 
and Candle. In other Words ; let us fuppofe 
an Hour^Kakndar^ and then, our Nm^yle 
will be found to differ juft fix Hours &om the 
Old. 

We perform our Exercifes (fuch as they 
are) moftly by Candle-light : Sedentary Sports 
are mod Famionable; fuch as enfeeble the 
Body, and render it lilUefi and delicate in all 
its Motions. We have indeed a few robuft> 
clownilh Gentlemen ; but in general they are 
thought difqualify^d for any confiderable Pofts, 
whether Civil or Military $ and they are fel- 
dom, or never, promoted to any Titles of 
Honour, above Knighthood. The only £3cer<- 
ciie now pranced,, that feems to require fome 
Forceof Arm, and a lively Spring in the Wrift, 
is the violent ratlifig of two little fquare Bbbei 
in a fmall Cylindrical Box, about five Inches 
deep, and two and a half diameter^ 
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OTurat difceMm turba, tan mflrutt : Multo^ 
faliui eft faicii te miBorilms traderij qium mart 
fermiltos, 

^ E N E c. de Tianquill. Aniip. 



Lmdm, May 11. 1719. 

Mr. Fb.ee-Thinker, 
« JUkSUANT to my' Promife, 

< Si purpofe to difdofe my felf to 

< H the Batcheloor-CarididateSi but 
« H firft defire to know, whether you 

< have received any more Propo- 
* &ls, fince your lafi. In this RefpeA I am an 
f arrant Woman J Lamdefirous of manySui- 
' tere : The fuller "the Market, the better the 
^ Choice ; and the Perfon, I Jhall cull out of 
f a Thouland, will think himfelf more obli- 
'I . » I . 
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^ ged, than if I chofe him out of a fcanty 
* Number. 

^ As foon as I receive your Anfwer, I fluU 
^ entruft you with my final Refolutions ; that 
f you may make them publick* I aQi> 

SIR, 

Tour fencer ely Obliged 

Miranda* 

I H A y B been furprifed at Miranda^s flow 
proceedings : She might have been happy^ if 
ihe had pleafed, thefe twp Months ago. 
Hovi^ever, ihe has not yet loft her Opportuni- 
ty 5 for, feveral of my Correfppndents conti- 
fax to enquire after her with Impatience ; and 
will, this Pay, be tranfported to fee, that ihe 
has not altered her Mind. AH I can fay to 
her at preient is, that I long to fee the A&ir 
confummated ; and that ihe needs not doubt 
of having a numerous Band of Suiters, when 
they ihaU know where to addrefs themfelves* 
In the mean Time, I wiih ihe bad thought 
pf making a proper Ufe of the Whitfwnide^ 
Holydays, when every Candidate would have 
been entirely at ^eifure %o atfep^ her Refo- 

iwws, 
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TcLtbe FREE-THINKER. 

S I Ry May t. 1719* 

* T F a Senfibility of my Weaknefs, and an 
^ X earaeft Defire to have it redrelTed, be 

* proper Motives to engage your Philofophical 
' Compalfion ; I queftion not^ but my Cafe will 
^ claim your mofl; ferious Confideration« The 
^ Infirmity, for the Cure of which I apply to 
^ yoU) is an Inftability of Mind, a volatil 
^ Thought) and a treacherous Memory ; all 
f which prevent the Improvement of my Un- 
^ derftanding, by the Ufe of Books : So that, 
^ geting little Advantage by Reading, I take 
^ as Kttle Delight in it. 

* I find it extremely difficult to fix my At* 
^ tention to any ferious Subjed : I cannot re^ 

* tain a Number of Fafts, with their fcveral 
^ Circumftances of Time and Place, and Oc-^ 
^ cafion : I can give no diftinft and particular 
^ Account, in the Evening, of what I read in the 

* Morning ; and, in a few Days, the fiunt 
^ Traces leave not the leaft Impreflion on my 
^ Mind« I have often wondred to hear a 
< Gentleman (ay. That be never read a Sooky 
^ vohich be did not taake hifown^ What would 

* I not give for fo happy z, Retention? I fear; 
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^ I labour under an incurable EviL You beft 
^ can refolve my Doubts, or redreis my Mif- 
^ fortune j and your Advice, which ever way 
f it t|im$t is expe&ed with Impatience by, 

SIR, 

Tour "very bumble Servant^ 

E.W- 

I T is plain, the Gentleman, who is able to 
reprefent his Cafe fo much like a Man of 
Senfe, is not under an Incapacity of improving 
his Underftanding by the Ufe of Books. The 
beft conftituted Mind may, from feveral Acci^ 
dents, contra^ the Infirmities he complains 
of ; and yet may, through a timely Care, re- 
cover its natural Abilities. 

Inftability of Mind may proceed from un^ 
fettkd Views in Life. The Perfon, whofe 
Pmpofes are fluduating, and who has not as 
yet determined what Scheme of Thought ho 
fliall purfue, but rifes every Day to fome new 
Projeft ; or who rambles perpetually in his 
Beading, and almoft every Hour changes his 
Authour, or his Subjed; muft not exped, 
wbSe he indulges himfelf in the Rovings df 
his ImaginatiQn;^ tp make ^ tpi^ble Progrefs 
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in any Knowledge or Profefllon : And, let bis 
natural Capacity be never fo good, a long Ha- 
bit of this Kind will enervate his Attention, 
and render his Thoughts volatil : His Head 
will become a Thorough-Fare for a Succeifion 
of fleeting Ideas, where none will abide, any 
more than Paffengers in an Inn. The eafieft 
Remedy for this Wafte of Thought, is to ha- 
bituate the Mind by Degrees to Attention, 
by keeping it moderately to the fame Porfuit, 
Day after Day ; and by choofing to relax it 
with Converfation, or any other Recreations, 
rather than to bufy it to no Purpofe 
with a Variety of Studies, and a defultory 
Method of Reading. 

The Attention may likewife be diflSpated 
by Multiplicity of fiufinefs, by Intemperance, 
by Pleafures, by Cares, or by firong Paflions 
of any Kind. While any One or more of thefe 
Avocations prevail, in vain does a Man of the 
beft Parts endeavour to attend efiedually to 
bis Studies; and he accufes his Capacity 
wrongfully. His Soul is prepof&ft j his whole 
Thought is employ V ; and muft be difinga- 
ged from the powerful Call of any urgent 
Afiedion, before he can liften to the lefs im-^ 
portunate SoUicitations of Arts and Sciences, 
which always require i( {^ree Miod* 

I come 
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I come now to confickr my Correfpott- 
dent's treacherous Memory ; which probably he 
accufes, not without fome Injuftice* I muft 
obferve to him, that this Faculty operates dif- 
ferent Ways in different Perfons 1 that it is in 
general more or lefs Retentive, as the ObjeA 
is more or lefs interefting, or agreeable to it ; 
and likewife, that every Man's Memory is un- 
faithful, in Proportion as his Attention is neg- 
ligent. Let me farther obferve^ that there is 
no Man of Thought and Reflexion, but he 
muft have a confiderable Power of Remi- 
nifcence ; to which he is indebted for all his 
Obfervations and his Judgment of Things: 
This Power, indeed, exerts it felf varioufly j 
fome it enables to recoiled a vaft Number of 
Particulars ; and it gives to others the Advan- 
tage of retaining a great many general Con- 
dufions, which are (as it were) the Summ-To^ 
tal of a long Lift of Particulars : But, both 
thefe Advantages do not often concur in the 
fame Perfon. I forbear to treat this SubjeA 
fully, at prefent, for the Reafon hinted in the 
beginning of my Seventy-fecond Paper. . In 
the mean time ; for the Relief of Mr. E. JVl 
let him be affured, that (with Application 
and Mediod) an ordinary Force of Memory 
will carry a Student far into Knowledge* 

provided. 
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|>rovi<led, he does not Ma& his Mind by too 
great a Variety of Studies. Neither let him 
be diiheaitned, becaufe he cannot repeat an 
Authout's Words, nor perhaps recoiled many 
FaHages in a Bobk,he may have read with Dili- 
gence : He may, neverthelels, maie m Aii&e» 
his mm i which is more the Work of Judg- 
ment, tlian of Memory. I have lutown many 
a Gentleman, who could lay Virgil by hearty 
ymxt like Bamm: And, a Man may learato 
think in the Spuit of a fine Writer, though he 
Ales not remember one entire Period of hit 
jWotks. 
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5i f(3M archakis comha recumbere kStis^ 
tfkc modica cctnere times olus omne patella^ 
Supremo te fole domiy Torquatey manebo. 

Hon; 
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F all the Amufemeats and PleafijMS 
of Life, Converfacion has always 
been efteemed not only the xobBi 
rational, but likewife the moft a-, 
greeable. Method c^ unbending the Mind. It 
is an Eoteitainment, which fuits every Age^ 
and every Condition $ and we ftill recur to it 
with freih Delight. We grow tired of the 
frequent Repetition of Balls, of Plays, or of 
Opera's ,• which are fhidied, artificial Refrefli* 
ipents : Whereas, Converfation is the natural 
Junket of the Mind i and moft Men have an 
Appetite to it, once in the Day at leaft : The 
Palbn, likewif^^ who fecludes himfelf from 

Company, 
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Company, will as naturally impair the Vi- 
gour of his Underftanding, as he would dinii* 
niih the Strenth of his Body by too abftemiotts 
a Courfe of Diet. 

There is a time for all things 5 and Con-» 
verfation has its proper Seafon. In the Morn- 
ing, it diffipates the Spirits ; unfettles the Head 
for anyferious Application ^ and intoxicates 
like Wine : In the Evening, it foftens every 
preceding Care ; relieves every Fatigue ; and 
defcends, like a refrefliing Dew, upon the 
Thought, parched with the Bufinefs of the 
Day. Happy therefore is the Man, who 
when he has employed the Day in laudable 
Purfoits, has a chofen Band of Friends to con- 
verfe with, in the Evening : His Sleep is fweet 
to him ; and his Labour is not irkfome : Ott 
the other Hand, his Condition is to be pity'dj 
who is the perpetual Slave of Bufinefs, or of 
Idlenefs ; fince either Courfe of Life is equal- 
ly unnatural, and confequently inconfiftent 
with human Happinefs, in a well conflituted 
Mind. 

It is fit this Evening Converfation (which, 
within due Bounds, I recommend to all my 
Difciples, who are Men of Application whe- 
ther to Bufinefs or Studies) fhould be invigo- 
rated with a moderate Repaft, and a cbeeiful 

Bottle I 
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Bottle ; that the Whole Man may be refrefh-» 
ed. In the mean time, I forbid the Super-^ 
iluities of Meats and Wines to All, but Mi-^ 
nifters of State, who employ them with great 
Efficacy in the Difpatch of Bufinefs j im-* 
pairing their Health, for the Service 6f the 
Publicki 

Men of refiiie J Spirits ktiow the Ltxury of* 
Sl (imple Banquet j and make the Variety of 
the Table confift in fliifting the Difcourfe, fo 
as to give the Judgment and the Imagination 
their play, by Turns* In this Refpeft, the 
Elegancy of Converfation is etijoy'd in greater" 
Perfedion in this Nation, by the midling Gen^^ 
try of a liberal Educatioh, than by Perfons in 
great Stations and of ample Fortunes : Their* 
Rank and Power checks the Eafe and Free^ 
dom of Difcourfe, both in themffelves and 
others : All Inequality breeds Cohftraint i 
And it is the Misfortune of the Great, to have 
many Guefts, and no Companionsi Be^es, 
all Meetings over fumptuous Tables are apt 
to degenerate into meer Eating-Matches ; and, 
by that tiitie the Guefts have exercifed the fe-- 
veral Diihes through^ the Man of the ftrongeft 
Digeftion will, geneiallyj be able to fpeak radft 
a Man of Wit jind Senfe- 

Vox., ni. K la 
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In all Ages, the Pleafure of converfing 
cheerfully and freely has been the Evening 
Recreation of the moft accomplifhed Men; 
of which, the Greek and Roman Writers fiip- 
nifh us with feveral Examples, in Perfons erf* 
extraordinary Genius ; Philofo'phers, as weU 
as Poets : And it is requisite, that every Man^ 
who employs his Thought much in the Day^ 
ihould facrifice a few Hours to Cheerfulnefs^ 
at Night. 

I have an Opportunity of clofing thefe Re- 
fledlions, very much to my Satisfadion, with 
a kind Prefent, fent me by Mr. Welfted. It is 
an elegant Invitation^ in Verfe, to a few 
Friends, to celebrate the King^s Birth-Day 
with him ; in Imitation of an Eptftle in Ho^ 
race ; the Beginning of which, I have taken for 
my Motto. This has, indeed, been attempted in 
Englijh before j but, with fuch indifferent Suo- 
cefs, as fhe ws it to be one of thofe feemingly 
eafy Pieces of Writing, which all hope to imi- 
tate ; and which none, but an excellent Mafter, 
can exprefs. 
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'Tj'REEMAN, I mat thit Night i andtrea 

jour Friends : 
Ifi haf^ify, from Care yotar Thought toAends^ 
If Lvxy ndes not with berjeabut Sway ; 
Let me bejpeak pu, at the Ocfe tf Day* 

1 give you ttiefoundy manly drape^ ttuitffovi^ 
In Tufcan Vaks^ or where the Tagus jlotv/ } 
Or, ifibeQzVlck Vine delight you more. 
Of Hermitage, I have a bidden Store, 
Thif if my Weaitb : If you have better Winei 
"Make me tour Gueft j ifnoty I claim you JAinei 

Already y is my Uttte Side-Board graced $ 
The Glajfes marJhaWdi the Decanters f laced 1 
The Room is cool} the Summer-Hearth is gc^ 
With Greens and flowers^ the Luxuries tfHxf^ 

Snatch thebleftMomentSjthisbrigfst Seafonbririgti 
Omit minuter Hopes, andjoylefs Things j 

K a ttt 
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Jm Fame and Ricbet wait : This baj^y Morn, 
With Brunfwlck, Feace and Liberty were horn ! 
rrir fity tny Friend, we confecrate to Mirth 
The Day, which gave the lUuftriouf Monarch 

Birth, 
When the Sun fett, we'll launch into Delight, 
jindghe to gay Fefiivity the l^i^t. 

Of wht^ Avail it Forttme unet^li' ? 
Or what if t.ifi^ in anxioM Hourr emplofd -^ 
Let the dull Mifer pine zvitb niggard- Care, 
And brood Ser Gold, devoted to his Hsir : 
While we, in honeft Mkth, fend Time away, 
"Regardlefs what feverer Sages fay. 
In cheerful Minds, fpontaneous Joys arife; 
'And well-timed Levities become the Wife, 

What Verttn does not gsmrm Wing impart T 

Jt gives a winning Franhtefs to the Heart j 

With livefy Ihpgs, the drooping Spirit warm-. 

Awakens Love, and brightens Beamft Charms, 

High, 
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Bigh^ jloridThougks the injpiring Juices breed ^ 

Spleen thiy di^Hly and tkar the Brow tfNeed, 

Expefl Ji^)erfuom SphftA>ttt jhm tbe Great j 
Kagot^Sy and copfy fbBks, Jm!^ in Pfcifip j 
And Ortekm, from difiOnt Regionr iroi^ht, 
hi foreign Arts of Luxury ttntaught^ 
Ighe you only tjitnb from Uxbridge tiddiy 
And add the choke ft Herb^ the Garden yields ^ 
Silefian Lettice^ with [oft Lucca 0/7, 
Velicious BleJ/ings^ of a different Soil ! 

None do our Band of Fdhwfif^ voptpofe^ 
But know the QMjlnefi of tbe Bdjuiuet-Rofe. 
Belmour // ourti Lovclcfs, T9/^ Humour Jlor'd ; 
And carelefi Florio, if hi keeps his Word, 
IJhould exceed your Ruley were mere allowed : 
There's kfs of Mirth, than Tumulty in a Crowd,. 



• 

K 3 Remember^ 
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Kmmber, Tme fop on with fukk Hafie : 
Jiow, ai I write, the numier'd MinKta wafle. 
Then, Freeman, It uifeife theprefent Umr, 
'^bid hubmd the fw^ MomeMi in om Pow'r. 
CooJ-Jiunioiir Mi^ alaig ; and bamfi Care. 
^m hms jour triendii yim hum your Bill of 
fke. 



ti^ 11$ The TttEE'Tmi^iK.ER, i$X 
N® 115. Mand^, June I. 1719. 



Admiranda tibi leniitm fpe^acuta rerum, 
Maffianimofque duces j totiufque ordinegentis 
"Mores^ f^fludia^ <^ pcfpuhs, ($• pralia dicam, 

ViRG, 



^^r-*— % 




WAS agreeably entertained, the 
other Day, with a Variety t)f Ex^ 
periments, performed by the means 
of Optical Glaflfes, and other cu- 
rious Contrivances of the like Nature. The 
artful Deceptions of the Eye by many unheed- 
ed Stratagems, which give Laws to Painting 
and Perffedive, and extend the Sight to very 
minute, or diftant Obje^s, opening new Fields 
of Obfervation to tbQ Naturalift, and the 
Aftronomer, with other more ludicrous Sub- 
tilties of this Science, give an elegant SatiA 
6aion to the skilfol Obferverj and ftrike the 
inoft ignorant Beholder with a pleafing Admi-' 

K 4 ration. 
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ration. The various Delufions I faw, left an 
agreeable ImpreflSon on my IipaginaticMi ; and^ 
at length, threw me into a kind of Philofi>phi« 
cal Trance. 

V I 

While my Fancy was fiill of the gay 
Philofophy of Light and Colours, which I had 
newly feen difplayed ,• methought, I was afrcfli 
engaged in an Aflembly of the Virtuofo\ who 
firft cultivated this agreeable Part of Know- 
ledge, The Beauty of their Difcoveries, and 
the glorious Qbjeft of Light they were emr 
ployed on, made me look on thefe ancient 
Sages with a ieaet Pleafure, and Veaeratioo. 
Put, their nobleft Improvements were, decried 
by their Contemporaries, in that Age of Igno- 
rance ; and their moft curious Inventions were 
beheld with Horrour, and condemned as Ma- 
gical Enchantmpiits. After they had (for ^ 
Time) been made the Sport and Scorn of th^ 
barbarous Multitude, a Prince (who was a 
J^oyer of Arts) took thefe diftrefled Philofor 
phers into his Protection; and entertained 
great Npmbers of them, for the Inftmdion of 
his Subjeds. ^ fpacious Academy, adorned 
with folemn Groves and (lately jSuildings, was 
prepared fpr theif Reception; and Crowds 
of Difciples attended th^m in a magnificent 
Theatre, hung round wit^ fi variety of Glaffcs, 

defigned 
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defigned for the ImproveniMt of Human 
Sight. 

The new Profei&urs began, at firft, to ez« 
plain to their Pupils the Rudiments of their 
Art I and, with great Diligence, informed them 
of the true Deiign and Ufe of the feveral In« 
Aruments, they put into their Hands 9 Bat 
obierving, that their Inclinations were littl* 
turned to thefe uncommon Enquiries j they 
(oon gave over the Thoughts of inftru^ng 
them in Matteti, fo different from their former 
manner of Thinking. At the fame time, be* 
ing unwilling to part with an Audience fo 
gainful to them, they propofed to engage 
their Attention with litrle Tricks and Cu« 
riofities of their Art ; . which, by raiiing a 
greater Admiratiofa, might turn to better Ac«- 
count to themfelves ; though they would not 
prove of any Advantage to their Hearers. 

After this prudent Refolution was ta* 
ken, no ferious Ledlures were heard in thefo 
Schools of Idtenefs ; no ufeful Figures were 
traced in the learned Dufi : The feveral Piecei 
of Mathematical Furniture (defined by the 
firft Inventers as Xnftruments of Inftrudion) 
were confidered, by dieir vidfor FoUowerr, 
as Artifiou of Aonifoment ; and the Tek^ 
[wpes^ framed for. tjie Qb^rv^cioa pf the 

Stars 



1 
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Stars and Heavens, were levelled at inferiour 
Obje^s. 

Thefe. skilful Oculifts delivered tO every 
one of their Auditours, at his fir ft Entrance in^ 
to the Theatre, a ditferent kind of Optical In* 
ftrument; recommending it, as fit to fupply the 
ImperfedionS) and correft the Errours, of the 
Si^t. Every one was commanded to perfe* 
vere in the conftant Ufe of that particular 
Glafs, which happened firft to be recommended 
to him ; and taught, to believe the ftrange Re- 
preientations made by it: But, was ftri&ly 
cautioned, to fufped all the Machines of a dif- 
ferent Make fiom his own, as Inftruments of 
Delufion. The Ai&mbly being thus furniflied 
with new Organs of Sight, were much divided 
in their Judgments about th6 Shape and Pro- 
portion of Bodies ; and received very different 
Senfations, according to the Nature of the fe- 
veral Glailes^ through which they furveyed 
them« 

Some, by the Help ofMicroJccpefy difcover- 
ed infinite Charms and Perfedions in the mi- 
nuteft Objeds ; to which they were clofely at-^ 
tached : But, could not difcera any thing, 
great, or beautiful, at a Diftance. Thoie, who 
had been favoured with the ineftimable Pre- 
fent of one of theie Glafles, were always fuc- 

cefsful 
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cefsful in the Purfuit of Riches and Honours^ 
and all that is commonly efteemed defirable' 
amongft Men, from a more intenfe Applica- 
tion to their prefent Interefts^ which alone, 
diey judged to be of any Importance : While 
others, by a right Ufe of Teiefcapesy were ena- 
bled with more Certainty to difcem, and fe- 
core to themfelves, Future Advantages, of far 
greater Moment. But this noble Inftrument, 
if held in an unskilful Pofture, difcovered the 
Prol^>ed of Futurity more remote and confu- 
fed, than it would have appeared to the n^ed 
Eye i and made thofe Scenes of Time, which 
were juft approaching, feem (till at an im- 
menfe Diftance. 

It were endlefs to recount the various En- 
^es, by which the Appearances of Things 
were diverlified. Some were armed with 
Multiplying-Glafles ; very advantageous for 
obferving the Faults of others: But, the Gene- 
rality regulated their Aflfedions by an odd 
kind of Mif fours j which (by diftorting tiie Fi- 
gures reprefented in them, and deforming the 
moft beautiful Objeds) had a fingular Vertue 
to efface the fond Impreflions of Love and 
Amity i and to create mutual Horrour and 
Averfion. A late Tyrant, taking a Review of 
two or three MiUions of his ^^ 

in 
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in the Concave of one of thek eaormoiss 
Glailies» was fo terrified at their monftrous 
Foriti) that he inftantly caufed them to be ex* 
tirpated out of liis Dominions* 

Mtdtitudes were charmed widi the ihifting 
Stains of Light in a Glafs, that refleded an 
Artificial Rain-bow ; and their Thoughts were 
as variable, as the Colout^ it reprefented- 
One, of greater Subtilty, than the reft of this 
wavering Tribe, was obferved to be often 
fpying through a long Tube; to which, at 
every Look, he ftill added a new Giais ; con* 
trary, to the former, in its ESkA: Theie GlaiTes 
were alternately apply'd ia fuch a manner, 
that one inverted every Objed, and the next 
redify'd the Errour : As he ftill went on, en- 
aeafing the number of Glafles; it was uncer- 
tain, whether his Speculations were like to 
terminate in Trath, or Falihood. 

A Set of gloomy Vifionaries, who had re^^ 
pounced tlie Light of the Sun for the fake of 
improving their Sight, were retired to a dark 
Cell, which admitted a few Rays only^ at a 
narrow Entrance. Their Speculations were 
confined to the dusky Images paii:fted on the 
[Walls of this limited OUervatory ; which gav^ 
a faint Refledion of the neighbouring Land- 
$Iup, and counterfeited a dim Face of Na-. 

turej 
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ture i where every thing was, prepofler onfly, 
kverted. The Roof was green with Helds 
and Lawns,- the Pavement purpled over 
with Skies and Clouds, that darted dieir 
Showers and Sunfiiine from beneath ; the peR-^ 
dam Groves took Root upwards; and the 
headlong Streams and the Rocks tb^atened a- 
ftacfowy Rum. 

The numerous Members of the Academy 
were ranged into oppofitc Fadions, by the dif- 
ferent kinds of GlafTes afiigned to them : Eve- 
ry one dbated on the Chryflal Enchantment, he 
wasliappily poflefled of; and looked, with 
CcMitempt and Horrour, on the Delufiony of 
others. The Teachers of thefe different 
Schools of Opticks were alt ambitious of gain- 
ing the greateft Number of Followers : Each 
drew into his own Fadion as many as he could 
prevail with (by Force or Perfliafion) to ac- 
cept the particular Machines, that were in 
his Difpofal. 

At length; a Powerftil Party arofe, who 
fubdued all the unarmed Sc£^Sy by the Help of 
Buming-Glafles. The new Martyrs, thus 
fcorched with Flames from Heaven, exclaim- 
ed loudly againft this mifchievous Piece of 
Artillery : But, after having experienced the 
Force of fo excellent an Invention, which con- 
veyed 
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veyed Heat, with a dazling Light ; every Se£t 
made their Advantage of it, and turned it a-' 
gainft their Adverfaries. Thus, a Fiery War was 
waged, with various Fortune ; the Beamy En- 
gineiy was mounted on every Side, and hof* 
tile Rays were darted from the .flafliing Orbs, 
with redoubled Rage* 

The whole Academy was, now, in the utmoft 
Confiifion : Every one lamented the Mi£> 
chiefs, that fprung from various Opinions con- 
cerning Vifible Objeds ; and propofed to re- 
drels this Evil, by obliging others to fubmit 
to the Ufe of his Favourite Glafs. This im- 
pra&icable Remedy, by the mutual Jealoufies 
it infpired, more encreaied the Diforderi 
while the Combatants eagerly contended on- 
ly for different Errours of Sight : All which 
would have vaniihed at once, and Things 
would have again appeared in their natural 
Colours and Proportions ; if they would have 
confented to fee with their own Eyes, and to 
apply thofe excellent Infiruments, which were 
become fb pernicious by the Abufe of them> 
to the Ufes for which they were at firft de- 
iigned. 

Friday^ 
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Betta per Emathios plus qmm chiUa compos ^ 
Jufque datum fceleri^ canimus; popuUmque 

ptentewy 
In fua 'oiStrici converfum 'vifcera dextra. 

LUCAN* 




T is now almoft a Year, fince I 
laid down "^ the Rides of Controvert 
fji in hopes of moderating the 
Animofities of the Men of Let- 
ters : And, very latejy, 1 1 endeavoured to re- 
commend to them a mutual Candour towards 
each other. In the mean xime, I obferve their 
Inhumanity increafes; and the Hoftilities of 
the Pen grow, every Day, more outragious^ 
If they refolve to perfift in exerciiing the 
Cruelties of Wit and Dulnefs, every Man, ac- 



♦ Wa<r^ 
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cording to his Abilities ; all Perfons of Vertue 
and Honour will^ at kft, be apt to efteem pro- 
feft Scix>iars as the moft Illiberal, Ungentle- 
manlike. Members of Society. 

What a blefled Age do we live in for the 
Advancement of Knowledge ; when Perfons 
of Note in the feveral learned Profeflions feem 
ta taJie a Delight in expofing one another 5 ia 
their Writings,* and when, no Man is allowed 
to divulge an uncommon Notion (efpecially if 
it happens to be true) without incurring the 
Scurrility of the Prefs ! This ungenerous Pra-« 
dice paffes, like a Blaft, over Arts and Scien- 
ces, killing all the tender Bloflbms of Know- 
ledge^ while it fuffers the Weeds of Ignorance 
to durive* 

The Divines of the Church ofEngjkmd have 
iufidtntly gratify'd the Diifenters by their In- 
temperate Zeal i and now, the DiiTenting Mi-' 
rafters have undertaken (in their Turn) to fkexw 
the Churchmen a little Sport ; and to let th« 
Nation* fee, that an Affemblj differs not in EA 
fimtials from a Cm'vocathn. It i^ greatly t6 
be feared) that this Theological Method of 
quickening Controverfy, by pointing a blunt 
Argument with Calumny, will in a little timtf 
be univerially received amongft the Learned 
of every Denomination. Plain Reafibn will 

be 
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be rejeded^ as infipid ; and, to render Lo- 
gick more palatable, it will be thought requi- 
fitc to cook up every Syllogifm with the 
Poignancy of Scandal : By this Means, we 
ihall at lad grow fo delicate, as to lit 
down with Appetite to no Entertainment 
from the Prefs, unlefs there be more Sauce 
than Meat ; a Courfe of Diet for the Under- 
ftanding, which will give it much Wantonnefs, 
with little Strength { and reduce our Students 
to an Impotency of Mind. 

I am more apprehenfive of thefe fatal Con- 
fequences; ilnce I find, the Fhyficians give 
mightily, of late, into this wicked Pradice. 
There is a Spirit of Orthodoxy begins to rife 
amongft thefe Gentlemen ; and They, whofe 
good Fortune it is to be eftablilhed in the 
Vogue of the Town, will allow no Member 
of the Faculty to diffent (though it were to 
fave a Life) from the Catholick Practice, un- 
der the Penalty of Perfecution. This Infalli- 
bility, in the Do^rines of Health, tends to fub- 
jed us Lay-Patients to the Danger of periih- 
ing impiicitely : And, if timely Care be not 
taken to put a Stop to all Popery, in admi- 
niftring of Medicines j a Man may be fuccefs- 
ftiUy diipatched in a Wafer, or a Julep : 
>Vhile, all the Comfort the Relations of the 

VouIIL L Deceafed 



i<5l T)&^ Free-Thinker. N^iid 

Deceafed can expe^, is to be told ; that the 
Patient made a good, regular End ; and died, 
according to Form. 

Certainly, all Errours may be refuted, and 
ail Truths explained (in any Parts of Learning) 
without the Comment of Perfonal Refledions : 
And, when we fee Controverfialifts defcend 
to thefe mean Artifices ; we may conclude, 
the Dilingenuity of their Hj^arts exceeds the 
Soundnefs of their Underftandings. Scoffings 
and Revilings are the Strong-holds of Igno- 
rance ; whereas. Knowledge is eftahliflied by 
Candour. The Skill of an able Phyfician is 
befl manifeftcd by his Cures ^ while Empi- 
ricks are neceffitated to fupport their Reputa- 
tion by Railing. 

The Free-Thinker is an abfolute Stranger to 
the Parties engaged in the prefent Warfare : 
Neither would he have thought, thefe Com- 
motions demanded his Notice ; were the Hofti- 
lities carried on, without a very notorious Vio- 
lation of the univerfal Laws of Humanity, and 
good Manners. The Outrage of Controverfy, 
on this Occafion, has furpafled every Inftance 
of learned Malignity, in our Memory, within 
this Nation : And, it will hereafter be hardly 
believed, that Perfons of a liberal Pro&flioB 
ihould, when they had feemingly gratifyM 

their 
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their Spleen by the Licentioufnefs of the Prefs^ 
indulge their Refentnients lb far, as to encou-* 
rage the exhibiting of an aukward Piece of 
Malice publickly, on the Stage. 

This Method of delivering Perfons over to 
the Theatre, when we happen to differ from 
them in our Sentiments, or to take a Diflike 
to their ConduA, is ereding the Play-Houfe 
into an Inquifition : Atid, as no Man is entire- 
ly free from Enemies, None can be fecure 
from this unmanly Kind of Revenge. It is in- 
troducing of Cruelty into our Diverfions, in as 
barbarous a Manner, as was pradiced by the 
Heathens $ when they expoled Men, in their 
Ampbhheatresy to fight with Wild Beads, for 
the Entertaimnent of the Vulgar. 

In the mean time, it is a Satisfa&ion to 
every generous Spirit to obferve j that the dif- 
interefted and ienfible Part of the Town havt^ 
unanimoufly refented this Innovation, with 
iiich a becoming Freedom of Speech, as (it is 
to be hoped) will prevent the Introducing of 
the Licentioufnefs of the Old Greek Comedy^ 
on the BrHijh Stage : For which Reafon, I at 
preient) forbear to ^exprefs the Fulnefs of my 
Heart on this Occafion $ not queftioning, but the 
Comedians in UncoMf-hm-Fieldf will, for the 

L 2 future. 



1^4 T3&f Free-Thinker. N^iziJ 

future/ employ the Ingenuity, they hold by 
Patent, to more innocent Purpofes. 

I have no other Intention in this and the 
preceding Ledures, which fall in with my 
prefent Difcourfe, but to mediate a Generd 
Peace in the Learned World ,* or, at leaft, to 
incline Scholars, as often as any DiTputes rijfe 
amongft them, to compremife their Differences 
amicably J tlut the Dignity of Arts and 
Sciences may not futfer, through the Peevifh-- 
nefs of the Profefifours, who are entrufted witb^ * 
theCareofthenu 

Some Gentlemen of the Faculty may, per-- 
haps, not read this Paper with that Candour, 
with which it is prefented to their PeiixfaL 
Therefore, I have thought it proper to difmifs 
them with a manifeft Token of my Benevo- 
lence to the whole College, by defiring them, 
for their own Intereft, to confider j That they 
cannot (as fome Profefllons may) treat one 
another harihiy, with Impunity. The Laws 
have not provided for the Support of their 
Studies, by Donations and Lucrative Prefer- 
ments : They are not upon a national Efta- 
blifliment ; their Emoluments are precarious ; 
and they are to fubfift wKoUy by their Skill, 
their Induftry, theur Reputation, and the 

Good- 
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Good-Will of the People. Therefore, it high- 
ly behoves them, not only to be tender of 
bringing their Faculty into Contempt j but 
likewife, to encourage the Improvement of 
Kiowledge, by allowing every one of their 
Members to ftrike out new Lights : For, if 
Free-Thinking be dlfcountenanced in Phyfick, 
Ignorance will enlue ; few Cures will be per- 
formed i and Fees will abate, in Proportion : 
So that, they will be reduced from Chariots 
to a Dappled Horfe, or a Chaile and Trum- 
pet i and the Good Old Women will recover 
their Pra^ice. 
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Vtrlae Km, not mhle Blood, 
Nor Wit, by Love is underjlood : 
Gold alone does Taffm imnx 1 
Gold moxopolizis Love. 



COWLIY. 



T"pthe Free-Thinxie. 

SIR, *%!«. 171J. 

f IS you are die amneit Patron of 

c 1 the Diltrefied, apd more efpecial- 

f S ly of unfortuni^ tpversj I pre- 

< I fume to beg the Alfiftance of 
' yom Pen. I love to DillnAion ; I cannot 
f live without Belinda; and yet, of my felf, I 

< know not how to furmount the Difficulties, 
« that (land between me and my Happinefs. 

* It was my Fate (whether Good or III, 1 

; cannot yet determine) to live in the Houfe, 

^ where 
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where Belinda caitit to Board ,* ihe then^but 
Twelve Years of Age j and I, advanced only 
She in Life, beyond her. With what Plea- 
furc did I, from Day to Day, obferve her 
growing Charms ! How did I watch every 
Opportunity, to^ recommend my felf to her 
innocent Aflfedions ! And, in what an enga- 
ging Manner, did ihe delight in my officious 
Cares to pleafe her ! 

* When I had compleated about twelve 
Months, in this happy Condition ; I was obli- 
ged to go to Sea : But, with what Rcludlan- 
cy did I leave the tender, blooming Belinda ! 
No (boner was I parted from her, but I 
found her lovely Idea, always prefent to 
my waking and my fleeping Thoughts; 
and, what I miftook in my felf for Good 
Nature and Coin plaifance, was ripened into 
Love. Neither Diftance nor Abfence aba- 
ted my Defires ; My Paffion grew daily j 
and the farther the Winds bore me from 
her, the more did my Longings encreafe. 

* At my Return, after the Expiration of 
two tedious Years, I ventured to tell the 
little Idol of my Soul, that I loved her be- 
yond Expreflionj and that, all my Felicity 
was placed in her alone. By improving 
every Occafion, I (at laft) convinced Belinda 

L 4 'of 
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^ of my Sincerity ; and ihc was pleafed to an- 
^ fwer my Paffion, in the kindeft manner. 

* Thus far^ am 1 made happy ; only (I fear) to 
f be more wretched, in the End. 

* Alafs, Sir ; Belinda has a Father, who is 
^ infenfible to all my Sufferings, notwithftan- 
i ding his Daughter fufiers with me ! and yet, 
« Belinda is an only Child ; and yet, the Father 

* is fufficiently wealthy, to make ushappy, with- • 
^ out the leaft Inconveniency to himfelf. Why 

* was it not my Deftiny to inherit an Eftate ? 
^ That, alone, is my Misfortune; this Defi- 

"'ency is the only Objedion, urged againft 

T^ retenfions. My Fortune, indeed, bears 

^iortion to my Love : And yet, while 

' t.j one encreafes daily, I have a fair Pro^ 

^ ipeft of advancing the other. 

^ What {hould I do, in thefe perplexing 
^ Circumftances? Sometimes, in the Diftra&ion 

* of my Soul, I am tempted to pcrfuade my 

* Charmer to run the Rifque of marrying, 

* without Confent : But then, my defperate 
^ Refolutions are checked by a thoufand fond 
^ Fears for her future Quiet. Dear Sir, un- 
^ dertake to plead my Caufe ; Your Elo- 
^ quence may foften the Father's obdurate 
f Heart, and incline him to pity two Perfons, 

* who 
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^ who cannot be bappy, but in each other* 
I In Hopes of your (peedy Compliance^ I am 

• Tour impatient humble Servant^ 

CONSTAKCIO* 

* P. S. That you may fee, I have carried 
^ my Conftancy up to a reafonable Maturity ; 

* I muft inform you^ I am now Twenty-fix, 

* If we fuccced, Belinda promifes you a Pair 

^ of Gloves and a Favour : And, as I queftion ' 
^ not, but you have a good Aim in throwing 

* the Stocking, I ihall be proud of a lucky 
^ Caft from you, in hopes of a young Tret* 
^ Thinker for my Heir. 

From the tender Regard, I have all along 
ihewn to the AfHi^ftons of Lovers, my Difci* 
pies, Male and Female, will be apt to con-- 
elude (and not without Reafon) that my 
Heart is no Stranger to the Severity of their 
Sufferings. I know no Grief, equal to the 
Anxiety of a difappointed Love ; and, confo- 
quently, no Diftrefs can merit more Com- 
paffion. For this Reaibn, I am troubled for 
Gmftancio and Belinda ; and would fain re- 
lieve not only Them, but All, who labour un- 
der the like Difficulties. 

Parents 
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Parents have a Right to arbitrate in Mat- 
ten, that nearly concern the Wel£u-e of their 
Children ; to check the Raflineis, and to pre* 
fide ovfer the Inexperience, of Youth: But 
then, they are to judge with Impartiality ; 
and rather incline to Indulgence, than Severity. 
The Indulgence likewife ought to be the grea- 
ter, as the Objedof itis more exculable. Now, 
of all the Defires, that over-rule the Condud 
of young People, a vertuous Love is perhaps 
tbe only one, that is entirely blameleC?. 
Moreover, as it is not only a Natural, but a 
Neceflary Paifion; it is by no means reafona- 
ble, that it fliould be (acrificed to either Am- 
bition or Avarice. 

The Happinefs of a Marry'd State is not to 
be iupported without Money : But, if there 
be a Competency on either fide, it is fufficient 
to juftify the Prudence of a Match ; and the 
preient Age (lands in need of fuch Examples, 
for the Encouragement of Vertuc. A gallant> 
boneft Husband is the nK)ft valuable Purchafe, 
a wealthy Father can make for his Daughter - 
Therefore, if there be no Objedion to the 
Charafter of Confiancio ; let Prejudice and Cu- 
ftom be laid afide, and the Laws of Nature 
take place. 

There 
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There is a Merit in Conftaircy, whkh 
clainis any Reward : It Ihews a Sublimity^ a 
Manlinefs, a Refolution^ a Sincerity (^ Miffd : 
And my Client (it feems) has approved his 
Fidelity, through the Courfe of eight Years j 
while abow half the yobng Fellows^ ht the 
Town, have changed as often as the Moon» 
I will farther obferve, to the Honour of the 
few refined Spirits, who have a Genhis^ for 
Love^ that they generally diftinguiih them- 
felves m the other Vertues of Life, beyond 
either the Indolent, op the Rovers* 

Thefe generous Sentiments, I fear, will 
not be much reliihed by Men advanced in 
Years and Wealth ; Therefore, I fliall conclude 
my Pleadiftg with- a Confideratron* morefirita- 
ble to Age, as it is founded in Self-Love. A 
Father, who (by hi^ plentiful- Gircumftances) 
has it in his Power to beftbw his only Datigh- 
ter oa a brave Man, whdfe Fortune does not 
anfwer to her Inheritance, at once makes his 
Daughter happy, and adopts a Son, who wiil 
confider him as his Parent. By this means, 
he is bled with two Children ^ whom he en- 
dears by the- moft Fatherly Indulgence. 
Whereas, when he p^ts his Daughter off, at 
the Market-Price; perbaps, he renders Iter 

miferablc. 
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miioable, for Life ; and, having conferred 
no Obligation, lie can claim no extraor- 
dinary Duty not Afie&ion, from her Huf- 
band. 



N°iz8. FriiLrf, June ir. 1719. 

Fidm ifti ferdit, nihil foteft ultra ferdirc, 
ScM cpinio bomim tmior feaoM eft. 

PwBi. Syr; 



H 1 X Months ago, 1 ventured on a 
I Lefiuie, to fliew the Wifdom * 
8 of Honefly ; at which Time, I had 

S fome Thoughts of porfuing that 

Argument; and pnrpofed to carry my General 
Oblervations into a Paradox, by attempting to 
demondrate, that Honefiy is the bell Policy, 
even in a Court. But, upon cooler Re- 
fleOion, notwithftanding I am my felf con- 



vuced 
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vinced of the Truth of this feemingly extra- 
vagant Pofition, I think it proper to defer m/ 
Intention, till I have let my Countreymen a 
little farther into my Scheme of Politicks; in 
which, I ihall proceed, within a few Days. It 
is by no means advifeable to precipitate afto- 
niihing Truths ; and it would be an unpardon- 
able Rafhnefs in a Philofbpher (as many have 
experienced) to revive an Opinion, which has 
been exploded Time out of Mind, by the uni« 
verlal Praftice of Men in Power ,v till he has 
firft, in more familiar Infhnces, given repeat- 
ed Proofs to the Perfons more immediately 
concerned in his Dofirines^ that his Notions 
are not chimerical. 

Since, there is hardly a Pofllbility of remor 
ving Prejudices, that are rivetted upon the 
Mind i I do not flatter my felf with the vain 
Hopes of changing the Judgments of Perfons^ 
who are mature in Errours. The main Ten- 
dency of my Labours is to give a right Turn 
to the Hearts and Underftandings of young 
People j and to breed a future Race of Free^ 
Thinkers. Therefore, in Ibme Degree to re- 
new the antiquated Vertue, I have mentioned ,• 
I fhall (at prefent) only illuftrate the Value of 
Integrity in a Courtier, by an Example, 
which carries Inflrudtion, without Offence. 

Let 
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Let my youthful Diiiclples then, who afpire 
ID Emj^oyiwmts in the State, perufe the fol- 
lovring curious Piece ofPerfiajt Hiftory ; which 
I 0iall finifii in my next Paper. But fitft, 
that it may make the deeper Imprefllon, I 
muft obferve to them ; That Honefty is much 
more fecure, and has a fairer Game to play, in 
a Fvee Countrey, than where it is fubje^d to 
die Will of an abTolute Prince. 

The Htfiorj of Alibbz. 

/^HA'ASBASy King o(Ferfiay making a 
Progrefs through his Dominions, withdrew 
himfelf one Day from his Court j led by his 
Curiofity to fee the fimple, natural Life of the 
Peafants : Taking, with him, only one of his 
Courtiers. I have never yet had an Opportu- 
nity (fays the King to him) to obferve the 
Manners of Men in a true Light : "What I 
have hitherto feen, has been all Difguife j the 
SunpUcity of Nature has been hidden from 
me : Therefore, I have refolved to look into 
the Countrey ,• and to confider thofe People, 
whom we defpife j notwithftanding, they are 
the Foundation and Support of Society. I 
am weary of being perpetually furrounded 
by Ctrartiers, who watch my Looks and my 

3Vords, 



N^izS 91?^ Free-Thinker. 175 

Words, to e;nrnare me with Flattery. Be not 
furprifed them that I have determined to lay 
afide the King, for a Time 1 that I may con- 
verfe, freely and unknown, with Httd)and« 
men and Shepherds. 

He pafTed through feveral Villages, wi^ bis 
Confident ; and in every Place, as he pai&d, 
he found the People dancing. His Heart was 
ravifhed with Delight, upon difcovering the 
cheap, innocent, peaceable Pleafiires, \yhich 
are not to be found but at a Diftance fnusi 
Courts. He went into a Hut, to refrdb him- 
felf ; and, as through Fading and Exercife Us 
Appetite was keen, he made a deliciov^ Re- 
pa(l i and relifhed the coar(e ^are^ itha( W4S 
laid before him, beyond the Delicacies of hjs 
own Table, 

From the little green Hut, Chor Abbas vi^iu}- 
dered on, with his Companion i till he came to 
a Meadow richly embroideired with Flowers,^ 
and fliaded, on every fide, with fpreading Trees. 
He had not entered far into this luxuriaot 
Scene, when he heard the Murmur of a Brook : 
And, advancing forward, he perceived a young 
Shepherd, fitting on the Bank of the Stream, 
under the cool Shade of a Beach-Tree, and 
playing on his Pipe i while his Flock fed, along 
the freih Margin. The King ^ame up to 

him; 
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liim; and, attentively eydng faiin, was furpri- 
ied at the Sweetnefs and Ingenuity of his 
Countenance, tempered with a graceful Sim« 
plicity. The mean Apparel of the Youth did 
not abate his Comelinefs : And the King took 
him for Ibme young Nobleman, in Difguife. 
IferenpcMi, the Shepherd informed him, that 
. his Father and his Mother lived in the next 
yiUagej and that, his Name vizsAUbez. 

The more Cba^Mboi difcourfed with him, 
die more he admiced the Modefty and the 
Jufinefs of his Anfwers. His Eyes were lively, 
without the leaft Fiercenefs^ his Voice was 
fweet and infinuating : And his Features were 
neither harfli or vulgar i nor yet, foft and efie- 
>minate. The Shepherd, who was not above 
Sixteen Years of Age, was unconfcious of his 
own advantageous Form; and iufpeded not 
tiiat his Perfon, his Speech, and his Thoughts, 
were extraordinary, or peculiar more to 
him, than to all the other Swains of the Vil- 
lage. But, Nature had been liberal to him ; 
and had implanted that Force of Reafbn in his 
Mind, which others acquire by Education. 

The King was charmed with converting fa- 
miliarly with him i and often fmiied at the 
natural Exprelfions of the Youth, whofe An- 
fwers were unconftrained, his Lips fpeaking 

the 
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the Language of his Heart ,• a Style of Con- 
verfation, which ( till then ) the iCing had 
never heard. Wherefore, he made a Sign to 
the Courtier, his Companion, not to dif- 
cover himi fearing, that Alibez would im- 
immediately lofe all his Franknefs, and his na- 
tural Graces, if he knew before whom he 
Q>oke. 

After a long Converfation ; I am at laft 
convinced (laid the Prince to his Confident) 
that the PerfeAions of Nature are not confined 
to Birth and Grandeur ; and that, the Monarch 
is not always fuperiour to the Peafant. Never 
was the Son of a King better bom, than this 
youi^ Shepherd. I fliould think my felf hap- 
py in a Son, whofe Beauty, whofe Senfe, and 
whofe Vertue^ were equal to the rare En- 
dowments, 1 have obferved in this Youth. If 
1 judge aright, he would excell in any Condi- 
tion of Life J and, if proper Care be taken of 
his Education, he will undoubtedly one Day 
prove an extraordinary Man. Therefore, I am 
determined to refcue him from Obfcurity, and 
to educate him in my Court. 

Hereupon, the King difclofed himfelf toy4//- 
bez J whofe Countenance was agreeably varied 
with Confufion, with Surprife, and with Joy. 
His Parents confenting, Cha-Ahbat took the 

Vot.ra. M lovely 
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lovely Youth into his Care ; and returned to 
his Palace. AUbez was taught to read and to 
write, to dance and to fing ; and had Mailers 
appointed to inftrufl him in all the Arts and 
Sciences, which embelliih and improve the 
Underftanding. He was, at firft, dazled with 
the Splendour of the Court j and the great 
Change in his Fortune made fome fmall Al- 
teration in his Mind. His Youth and his 
Beauty both confpired to incline his Heart, a 
little, to Vanity. The Sheep-Hook, the Pipe, 
and the Shepherd^s Garb, were laid afide ; he 
was now cloathed in a Purple Robe, and a 
Turban fparkling with Jewels ; and his Beau- 
Xy was the Admiration of the Court. Never- 
thelefs, he wanted not Diligence and Appli- 
cation to render himfelf capable of the moft 
ferious Affairs. As he grew into Years and 
Experience, he merited the Confidence of his 
Mafler ; who, obferving his Genius admirably 
turned for the Splendour and Magnificence of 
a Court, made him Keeper of all his Jewels 
and coflly Furniture ; a Poft of great Honour 
and Truft, in Ferfia. 

Monday^ 
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The Continuation of the Wfiory of A lib zz. 

H I L E the great Cha- Abbas lived, 
AUbez grew daily in the Favour of 
his Matter. As his Years encrea- 
fed^ and his Judgment ripened^ he 
often called to mind his former 
Condition, with a fenfible Regret. O, blef^ 
fed bays ! would he fay to himfelf j Days of 
Innocence $ Days, in which I relifhed unin^ 
terrupted Joys, not mixed with Fears: O, 
Days, fuch as I have never fince enjoy'd ! And, 
am I, never, to fee the like again ? The Mo- 
narch, who has deprived me of my peaceable 
Hours, by delivering me over to Riches and 
Honours, has robbed me of my whole Store 
of Happinefs 1 He grew impatient to revifit 
his native Village : And his Heart beat with 
Emotions of Tenderaefs, as he viewed the 
Places, where (in his Youth) he ufed to 
dance, to pipe, and to fing, with bis Compa- 

M a nions. 
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nions. He was liberal in Bounties to his Pa- 
rents, his Relations, and all his Acquain- 
tance : But, he earneftly entreated them, as 
they tendred their own Felicity, never to quit 
the Tranquility of the Countrey-Life j nor 
ever once to think of experiencing the flatter- 
ing Miferies of a Court. 

Thefe Miferies did He feel in the utnioft 
Severity, after the Death of his kind Matter, 
Cha^ Abbas 5 who was fucceeded by his Son, 
Cha-Sephi. A Cabal of Courtiers, full of En- 
vy and Artifice, concerted Meafures to preju- 
dice the Prince againik Alibez. He has abufed 
(faid they) the Confidence of the late King : 
He has'amaffed immenfe Treafures,- and has 
converted, to his own Ufe, the moft valuable 
Jewels of the Crown, which were committed 
to his Care. 

Cha-Sephi was young ,• and, at the fameTime, 
he was a Monarch : Either of which Circum- 
ftances was, alone, fufficient to render him cre- 
dulous, inadvertent, and averfe to Bufinefs. 
He had the Vanity to pride himfclf upon re- 
forming all his Father's Regulations ; and he 
called the old King's Wifdom in queftion, upon 
all Occafions, to magnify his own. That he 
might have a Pretext to remove AUbez from 
his High Poft ; he ordered him (by the Advice 

of 



l^^ll^TheVREz-TmiiKER. i8i 

of his wicked Gounfcllours) to produce imme- 
diately the great Scimeter^ ftudded with Dia- 
monds of an ineftimable Value ; which the 
King, his Grand-father, ufed in Combats. 
CbaAbbar^ it feems, had formerly taken all 
the valuable Diamonds off from this Scime- 
ter^ and Mbez proved, by unqueftionable 
Witnefles, that the Stones had been difpofed 
of by the late King, before he was appointed 
Keeper of the Jewels. 

When the Enemies of Mbez found, that 
they could not ryin him by this Pretence,- 
they adviied Cha-Sepbi to command him to 
make a particular Inventory, within fifteen 
Days, of all the Jewels and valuable Furni- 
ture, intruded to his Care. The fifteen Days 
expired, Cba-Sepbi demanded he might view 
all the Particulars fpecified in the Inventory. 
Alibez (et open all the Doors, and ihewed him 
every Thing, committed to his keeping* 
There was nothing wanting j every Thing 
was ranged in exadl Order, and preferved 
with great Care. The King was again difap- 
pointed, and greatly furprifed, when he faw 
the Regularity obfei-ved in the Difpofition of 
all his Treafures. So that, he began to enter* 
tain a favourable Opinion of Alibez; when, 
rafting his Eye through a long Gallery, full of 

M 3 rich 
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rich Furniture, he difcovered, at the End of 
it, an Iron Door, ftrongly barred with three 
great Locks. Thereupon, the inviduous 
Courtiers, obferving the Curiofity of the 
King, whifpcred to him j It is there, Aiibez 
has treafured up all the Riches, of which he 
has defrauded you. 

Hereupon, the King again grew jealous of i4- 
libez J and with a loud Voice cryed out in a 
Rage, I will inftantly fee what lies concealed 
within that ftrong Place ; take oflF the Locks, 
and clear your felf fiom my Suipicions, with- 
out Delay. At thefe Words, Aiibez threw 
himfelf proftrate at the Feet of his Prince ; 
conjuring him, in the mod folemn manner, 
not to take from him the only valuable Trea- 
fure he had, upon Earth. It is not equitable 
(faid he) that I fliould be at once deprived of 
jny whole Subftance, my fole Refource ; on 
which alone I have depended, as my Recom- 
pence for the Services of marty Years, under 
the King, your Farfier. Take every thing 
clfe, if you pleafe, from me : But, let me 
preferve what I have treafured, here. The 
King,now,made no Doubt of the Iniquity of his 
Minifter j and, raifing his Voice with greater 
Vehemence, gave an ablblute Command to 
have the Iron Door fet open, [When AUbez 

law 
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Taw it was not fofe^ longer to refift the Will of 
his Prince ; he produced the Keys, and took 
off the Locks himfelf from the Door. 

The King) immediately, entered the firong 
Place : And all the Wealth he found there, was 
a Sheep-Hook, a Pipe, and a Shepherd's Ha« 
bit, which Jlibez had worn j all which, he 
often took a Pleafure in yifiting privately, to 
remind him of his former Condition. Behold 
((aid he) Great King, the precious Remains 
of my former Happinefs ! Neither Fortune, 
nor your Power have, as yet, been able to 
derive me of them. Behold my Treafiire ; 
the Wealth, I have hoarded againft the Day, 
when it ihall pleafe you to make me poor 
again. Take fix>m me every thing elfe : But 
let liic enjoy thefe dear Pledges of my firft 
State of Life. Behold my fubfiantial Riches- 
which will never fail i Look upon thefe fim- 
pie, thefe innocent Poifeflions ; always fuffi- 
cient for thofe, who do not covet the Super- 
fluities of Life. Freedom, Eafe, and Secu- 
rity are the Bleflings, that flow from them. 
To me, their Value is ineftimable, as they ne- 
ver gave me a Moment's Anxiety. O, en- 
dearing Remembrances of true Felicity ! On 
you, are my whole Dcfires fixed f to you, I 
dedicate the Remainder of my Days I Why 

M 4 was 
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was it my Deftiny to be obliged to give up 
the Qiiiet of my Life, in exchange for other 
Riches i Thofe Riches, great Monarch, do I 
reftore to you ; the &tal Tokens of your Fa- 
ther's Liberality. I carry nothing away ; iave 
what I pofle£fed, when the King, your Father, 
firft made me wretched by his Favours. 

The Heart of the King was touched with 
the Speech of AUbez, whofe Looks and 
Words were free from Confufion j and his 
Integrity and Innocence ihone out, in then: 
foil Luftre. The King perceived (with Indig- 
nation) the Malice of the Courtiers, who had 
(ludied the Ruin of AUbez ; and he baniflied 
them all, from his Prefence. After this, he 
raifed AUbez to be his Prime Vizier j and com- 
mitted the whole Affairs of the Kingdom to 
his Care? Neverthelefe ,• Alibcz continued 
ftill to vifit his Sheep-Hook, his Pipe, 
and his appient Garb j apd he (Hll kept 
them under the Security of the Iron Door j 
with a Refolution to retire to his Paftoral 
Life, when the |nconftancy, or the Artifices 
of a Court, ihould deprive him of his Ma- 
tter's Favour. He lived to a good Old Age ; 
and never attempted to inflia any Punifli- 
ment upon his Enemies, nor to amafs Riches 
to himfclf ; And, when he died, he left to 

his 
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his Family no greater Wealth, than was fuffid- 
ent to enable them to live at Eafe, in the Con- 
dition of Shepherds ; which, to the laft, he 
efteemed the moft definible State of Life. 
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Pr^efiat, tamen, ingenio alius aUum : Concedo ; 
[ed lit flm efficiat, am ininm ■ Nemo tamen re- 
peritur, qui fit ftudio nihil confecuttis, 

QUIMTII. 



To the FREE-THINKER. 

Dear S I R, 5<««4. 1719. 

t Should be afraid to trouble you 

£ with a Second Letter, afier the 

R obliging Notice you have ta- 

1^ ken * of my Firft, in bellowing 

almofl a whole Paper upon it j had I not 

Reafon to imagine, that my Cafe is not fiir- 
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gular ; and that, you will joftnidl Num*- 
bers, while you apply your (sA£ pttithahuiy 
to me. 

^ Giyie me Leave, thetrfore^.to addrefs you 
once more ; and, in the firft place to alTure 
you, that my Heart fwells with Gratitude, 
for the Favour already ihewn me. In your 
fecond Paragraph, fubfequent to my Letter, 
you have (b accurately defcribed my Me- 
thod, or rather my Want of Method, diat 
your Penetration into the various Intricacies 
of my Thoughts, and the Wandrings of my 
Imagination, has been Matter of Surprife 
to me, ever fince, 

* It may perfe<a the Cure, you have fb 
generoufly undertaken, if I give you a ihort 
Sketch of my Life, from my Childhood. 
When I was but Eight Years old, I was 
fent to a private Grammar-School j where 
I aa|uired a coniiderable Share ofZMinznd 
Greeks with fome Knowledge h\ Loffct^ and 
other Academical Leaming. My Father 
fent &r me Home, in my Eighteenth Year, 
before I was iufficiently grounded in my 
Studies i which is now, near four Years ago : 
Since that Time, I have nude little Pro- 
grefs in the Purfuit of Knowledge ; though, 
I have not been wholly idle* This Unhap- 

I pinefs 
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^ pinefs I> now, chiefly attribute to the Rea-- 
^ Tons, you have fuggefled to me j the Sequent 

* Shifting of my Subjeft in Reading, and the 
^ peipetual Rambling of my Fancy. To thefe 
^ Reafons, I may add the Huny, in which I 
^ generally perufe . an Authour, specially a 
^ grave Writer ,* as likewife, a conftant Impa- 
^ (ience to go on, bdFore I take the full 
' Senfe of a Pai&ge, if it requires more At* 
^ tcntion than ordinary. 

^ This is the Summ of wiiat I can allign, for 
« my Non-Proficiency,- and, I believe, the 

* Whole may take its Rife from the Levity 
' of my Mind ( which makes a regular 
« Scheme of Thought painful to me ) toge- 

* ther with my unfettled Views of Life. You 
^ muft know, Sir^ at the fame time ; that I 
^ am an only Son, and Heir to a good 
^ Eftate ; and am, therefore, in no Cane about 
^ making my Fortune by my Studies. I am 
^ likewise, fiair gone in the PleafuKs of a 
^ Countrey-Life j which (by the by) may 
^ make me a fuccefsful Suiter "^.to Linmia^ 

^ To conclude ; I propofe no other End in 
^ laying up a Stock of Knowledge, but to 
^ make my Retirement, one Day, eafy and 

f graceful. 
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^ graceful. Ignorance and Solitude are by no 
^ Means agreeable Companions; and the 
^ Man> who fecludes himfelf from the bufy 
^ World, will find many confiderable Blanks 
^ in his Time, which will make his Recefs 
^ very irkfome, if he has no Relifli of 
f Books. 

^ I have difclofed my felf with great Frank- 
^ nefs to you ; and earneftly defire the Favour 
! of your final Infiruftions. I am, 

SIR, 

Tour mft Obliged Humble Seroanty 

E.W. 

The Good Senfe, the Gratitude and 
Franknefs, of this Gentlenun, have engaged 
my Attention once more : And I comply 
with his Requeft with the greater Pleafure, 
becaufe (as I am a Servant of the Publick) 
Numbers^ as he infinuate% may diereby re- 
ceive fome Benefit. 

His Education and his Circumftances very 
naturally account for his Wafte of Time, and 
ills vague, unprofitable Studies. This merits 
the Confideration of Parents, who think they 
have amply provided for a Son, by leaving him 

a plenr; 
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a plentiful Eftate ; never confidering, that a 
volatil, roving Mind is a heavier Encum- 
brance upon Land) than the fevercft Tax 
ever raifed by Parliament^ on the moft preffing 
Occafions. This is generally the Confe- 
quence of taking Youths too early from 
their Studies, and ferving them up amongft 
Men, before they are in Seafon. This alone 
has proved the Ruin of many young Gentle* 
men of excellent Natural Parts ; and the ieve- 
ral unhappy Inftances, I have known, of this 
kind, make me look with Compaflion upon 
every fpruce young Fellow, from Fifteen ta 
Twenty, who loiters away his Time in 
Drawing-Rooms, in Affemblies, in Choco- 
late-Houfes, and other diflipating Amufements 
of the Town ; when he fliould be intent only 
on his Books and manly Exerciies. The Ef- 
fed of this Precipitation is, that moft of our 
young Gentlemen bloiTom early in Youth^ 
and wither in their Manhood. 

But, as I have fet apart a proper Time to 
treat of Education in the Courfe of my Le- 
ctures, I Ihall not here anticipate my Purpofe : 
Neither, would the difclofing of my Thoughts 
on this Subjedl be of any Ufe to Mr. E. W\ 
The com pleating of his Cure will entirely de- 
pend on his Refolution to confine himfelf to a 

Method : 
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Method : This alone will improve his Memo- 
Tfy ftrengthen his Judgment, and £x his At- 
teation; As he is ei^aged in rural Diveriions, 
iBt him: appropriate three or four Mornings in 
the Week to fome particular Study, and pro* 
ceed in it gradually from Principle to Princi* 
pie ; repeating the fame Round of Know- 
ledge, till it becomes fo fiimiliar to his 
Thoughts, that (upon Recolledion) he is able 
to write out the whole Syftem diftindly, 
without recurring to his Authour. And, ia 
the Choice of his Study, I would advife him 
to begin with fome Branch of Learning, that 
employs the Judgment,^ without awakening 
the Imagination. But, I am apt to fufped his 
Refblution, till his Heart is fet at Eafe with 
Reference to Lavinia. 

There are Mercurial Perfons, who (through 
a^ bad Habit) perpetually fliift their Pofture, 
and cannot keep their Limbs one Moment in 
the fame Attitude : In the like manner, feve- 
ral (through Negligence) acquire an habitual 
Inftability of Mind,- which, by Indulgence, 
grows every Day more prevalent ,• till at laft, 
they have it not in their Power to fix their At- 
tention to any SubjeiSt. My Correfpondent 
cannot beftow too much Pains in checking this 
Prcpenfity to fleet from one Thought to ano- 
ther. 
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ther, to as little Purpofe as Children employ 
their ASdntf^ when they hunt Butterflies in 
a wide Field; 

Inattention will render the beft Abilities 
ufelels ; \^le, on the otlier hand, 4 Man of 
flow Parts, with Patience, ihall, by a metho- 
dical Application, advance far intoKnowiedge* 
Let my Friend beware of the Vain-glory of 
being accounted a keen, experienced Sportf^ 
man ; iince, an eager Attention to Trifles will 
make him lefs intent upon more important Ac 
compliihments. When the Soul is earneftly 
bent on* atiy Purfuit, we fliall be often mind- 
ful of it, even in our Dreams. About two 
Months fince, I received (in a Letter) a vef y re- 
markable Inftance to my Purpofe, from aGen« 
tlemao, who is Tutour to a Rural Squire* My 
yoAiQg Matter (who, it Teems, is a great.Gun- 
ner) came home^ one Evening, very much tired 
from his Sport ; and went to Bed, earlier than 
ordinary. His Governour, coming into his 
Chamber about Ten a-Clock, found his Pupil 
hik afleep, with one Eye fliut, and the odier 
broad open, taking Aim (no doubt) at an imar 
ginary Partridge, or a Pheafant. Now, there 
are but finall Hopes of this Youth's Proficiency 
in Learning, unlefs he can bring himfelf to 
fleep with both Eyes clofed* 
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- Sic dukif amidt 



Occmram. 

HOR. 



i H E Gentleman, I am obliged to 
t fot the following Letter, I hope 
I will let me hear from him is often 
I as his Leifure will permit. I pre- 
tend to give a good Guefs at my Conefpon- 
dcnt : But, granting I ihould be mUlaken ; I 
perceive fuch manifeft Tokens of his Capaci- 
ty, in this Specimen, that I would £un en- 
gage him to colled his Thottghts into little 
Eilays from Time to Time, for the Inflrudion 
of his Countreymen : And (if that may be any 
Inducement to him) I B-eely own, as I am 
bufied about many Tilings, that his AflUlance 
will very much relieve my Fatigues. 

To 
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To the Authour of the Free-Thikker# 

5 7 R, June 5. 171^.^ 

YO U have thrown together feme Re^ 
fle(^ions upon Coiiverfation^ after fb 
new a Manner, in your Paper for the Twen- 
ty Ninth of May ; that I read it (as I do eve- 
ry thing that comes from your Pen) with a 
Pleafure I ieldom receive, but from your 
Ledures. The juft, though uncommon 
Lights, into which you have caft that Sub-- 
jeft, renew in me fome Thoughts, I have 
occafionaliy entertained on the fame To- 
pick ; and which I take the Liberty to fend 
you, without farther Introduction. 
* Good-Breeding fupports the Decency of 
Converfation ; Candour and Franknefs of 
Mind preferve its Freedom ; while Wit and 
Humour give Spirit and Variety to it : But, 
to make the Harmony of it compleat, the 
whole Defcant ought to accord with th6 
Ground or Thorough-Bafs of found Senfe. 
And yet, even where thefe great Effentials 
are not wanting, Converfation may (ufiPet 
very much from certain Redundancies, that 
take off from the Delight of it. It may, 
therefore, be of ufe to animadvert a little 
y o L. UL " N I upon 



rhe 
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upon fome Abufes^ incident toGood-Fellow* 
ihipi whicb> perhaps, do not flow {q much 
from any Vice in the Heart, as from an over- 
weening Attempt to exert fome Excel- 
lency* 

^ An unfeafbnable, or unguarded, Ufe of 
Rallery may be accounted one Errour of 
this Kind. Rallery, conduced with Dif- 
cretion, and tempered with Good-Nature, 
has its Merit in ai feleA Company, difpofed 
to receive it, and to make it circulate, as 
proper Hints are iiiggefied. While it odbrs 
nothing ihocking to the Perfon, who fiurly 
gives Scope for it ; as when die Subjeft of 
it arifes out of fome diverting Oddnefs of 
Temper, fome carelefs Particularity of Be- 
haviour, or fome Singularity of Thoi^t or 
Expreflion; and not from the guiltlefs In- 
firmities or Diilrefles of Humane Nature ; it 
may be allowed amongft Friends to have 
free Play j and to wanton (as it were) in 
the Fondnefs of Mirth. For the mofl Part, 
this fort of Pleafantry is apt to run Riot : 
Either, the Occafion fbr it is improperly cho- 
ien ; or, it is unfeafonably introduced ; or, it 
is purfued too £in A noted Raliier gene- 
rally delights in gaUing thelnofi^nfive; and 
triumphs in the Uneafinefs of Modefty* It is 

* a cruel 



a cruel Gratification of Our Vatiity, to tak« 
a Pleafure in aggravating the Defers of a 
Companion or a Friend : The Applaufesi 
rifing hence are dearly earned j and re- 
peated Vi^ories of this Nature tend^ at laft^ 
to overthrow the Conquerour, in the Efteem 
of Wife Men. And yet, fo common is thii 
Arrogance amongft Men of lively Imagina^ 
tions, that we may obferve i Perfons, who 
are not confcious of Nature's Liberality to 
them in this Refped, are generally alarms 
ed, and put themielves upon their Guards 
in the Company of Reputed Wits j and, 
not without Reafon^ difcover a Fear of fair 
ling under their Chaftifement. 

^ It is this prevailing Infolence) that makes 
Men of fine Parts in general (notwithftand« 
ing Many are free from the imputation) 
obnoxious to the reft of Mankind } and 
encreafes that Envy, which ufually perfe- 
cutes all Peribns of a diftin^uilhed Genius^ 
Perhaps^ it might very much contribute to 
the taming of this Savagenefs of Wit, if the 
Offenders would confider; that there is more 
of Malice^ than Ingenuity^ in the Unluckinefs 
of Rallery. In the mean time j it mud be ac^ 
knowledged, fuch a Reformation would 
lefTen the Chara^ers of;iiany celebrated 

N a I Moderns^ 
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Moderns ; and difqualify Numbers, who fet 
up for Mafters in the Art of Joking. Gnmt 
would, no longer, be reputed a Man of Wit : 
Among Perfons of fuperiour Talents, he 
makes no extraordinary Figure: But, give 
him a Man of egregious Simplicity, to play 
upon, and he immediately exercifes his 
whole Tyranny of Ridicule ; and brightens 
over his Prey. It is Ventofo^s Dulnefs, that 
is the Caufe of Cinna^s Wit : Grma is not in- 
trinfically bright ; he owes his Luftre to the 
Cloudinefs of others ; and (Uke the Glow- 
Worm) fliines only in the Dark. 
^ Next to an intemperate, or an unskilful 
Ufe of Rallery, nothing fpoils Converfa- 
tion more, than too eameft an Endeavour 
to be witty upon all Occafions. Wit, like 
Wealth, ought to be husbanded : As a 
boundlefs Liberality degenerates into Prodi- 
gality, fo the Profufion of Wit dwindles in- 
to Impertinence : Befides, in good Manners, 
a Man ihould not be ambitious to contri- 
bute beyond his Proportion j nor think, be- 
caufe he abounds, that he has a Right to 
treat the whole Company. The Talent, I 
am fpeaking of, indulged with Moderation, 
enlivens j but, when exercifed too ambiti- 
oufly, it teazes Converfation* The perpe- 

! tual 
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tual Flafliings of a fparkling Brain, create' a 
Storm of Pleafantry, which fatigues the 
Mind more, than the Damps of Nonfenfe,. 
Therefore, Sir, I entreat you, who prefide 
over our polite Amufements, to check the 
infiipportable Exuberancies ofPbiliMes : Not, 
that he has too much Wit ; but, is too fedu- 
lous in jQiewing it. His Invention is always 
upon the Rack, to (Irike out fomething ex^. 
traordinary ; and he thinks it a Crime to 
fpeak plain, fober Senfe. He is always 
pumping up Jefts and extravagant Conceits - 
and grows irkfome, by his AflFeAation to. 
pleafe. 

^ I fliall conclude by obferving ; that it is 
owing in a great Meafure to the wrong No- 
tions of the Vulgar, that Men of bright 
Imaginations are frequently guilty of the 
Miftake, I have laft mentioned. The Mul- 
titude ignorantly imagine, that nothing 
ihould come fix)m a Man of Parts, which 
does not reliih of the high Seafoning of Re- 
partee, or which is not pointed with a fur- 
prifing Acutenefs: And, when a Companion 
of this Stamp find§ himfelf difappointed, by 
hearing a celebrated Perfon talk reafonably, 
and, perhaps, fparing of Speech ; he grave- 
5 ly averxs, the Gentleman is like other Men ; 

N 3 I wonders. 
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wonders, how ha ever acquired his mighcy 
Reputation ; and judges Ms Writings to be 
fpurious. Whereas, a Judgioent of any Man'i 
Capacity cannot be jomwd ^om accidental 
Circumibinces, and a mut, general Conver- 
iation t but, muft be colleAed from the per- 
petual Tenour of bis DiCcourfe ; from the 
familiar Openings of his Mind to his Inti- 
mates i or from particular Occafions given to 
him to diflingui^ himfelf more pubUckly< 
' Sir ; If thefe RefleOions, or any other, I 
may hereafter fuggeft, jhould be of ufe to 
you i I am amply recompenled for tiie Pains 
of committing them to Writing. Your La- 
bours entitle you to the Services and kind 
WiOies of all Good MeUj in the Profecu- 
tion of which, I heartily wiiB you Succefs j 
{ and am, with the greateft Efteem, Sir, 

Tom, iK. 
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• St fro ratione 'volmttaf, 

J U V E N. 



iding I have, for three 
ifcontinued my Political 
my attCDtive Difciples 
Ti\xtj that I have, in 
jbme of them, hinted at feveral ieemingly 
uoaccoontable, and almoft fatal, Miilakes in 
die Adminiftration of our PubUck Affairs, du- 
ril^ the laft Centuiy. I confider every Pro- 
smfe, I make, as a Debt ; for virhich, I f^and ac- 
countable to my Readers : Therefore, in Per- 
formance of a Promifbry Hint, towards the 
Clole of my Hundred and Fourth Le«Sure ; I- 
ihali now endeavour to lay open fonie (at 
JkaA) of tiie principal Caufes, to wbidi molt 
of our Political Mifmanagemcnts may very 
jvobably be sfcribed. 

N 4 It 



200 Ti&f Free-Thinker. 1^!^i3z 

I T is much ealier to point out Errours in 
the Condufl of Men, than either to aflign the 
particular Caufes from whence they fpring, or 
to propofe expedient Remedies for paft Mif- 
chiefe, or even to prefcribe proper Methods to 
prevent the like Evils, for the Future. In pri- 
vate Life, this Obfervation is evident to every 
Man ; and, upon Reflexion, it will be found 
yet more manifeft, in regard to the Aiftions of 
Minifters of State. There is a ftrange Infa- 
tuation in the Generality of Men, that in- 
clines them to make the leaft Ufe of their 
Reafon, in Proportion as the Neceflity and 
DiiEculty of their Affairs require, they Ihould 
exert it to the utmoft. The important Con- 
fequences, which attend the Adions of a Per- 
fon, who is at the Head of Affairs, are apt to 
alarm him with Fears, and to render him in- 
capable of forming a Refolution. His Mind, 
unfettled by Doubts, is in a perpetual Flu- 
(ftuation : And, when the Point of Time ap- 
proacheS) in which he mufl come to fome 
Determination, what he finally refolves, is not 
becaufe he judges it reafonable ; but, becaufe 
he is neceifitated to do fomething. Hence it 
is, that Perfbns, who manage their Domeflick 
iAfiairs, and the minute Occurrences of Life, 
^ith the exa^efi Prudence^ often ad like 

Madmen 
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Madmen, in the Adminiftration of the great 
Concerns of a Kingdom. 

It is hardly poflible for thofc, who are 
out of publick Bufinefs, to give a true Ac- 
count of Tranfaiftions of State : And, it is 
equally difficult for weak Minifters to aflign 
the Reafons of their own Anions. Their 
whole Scheme feldom extends farther than to 
maintain their prefent Power, and to fecure 
their Employments : Therefore, wifely con- 
fidering their Condition as uncertain, and that 
new Difficulties may rife with every Sun, they 
fubfift upon daily Expedients, Thus, there is 
not the leaft Connexion between the Refolu* 
tions of one Day, and thofe of another ,• and 
their whole Counfels are a Rope of Sand* 
It is, therefore, impoffible to analyze the 
Anions of fuch Men, by Reafon ; iince Rea- 
fon is a Stranger to all their Thoughts. 

But, the Difficulty there is in account* 
ing for the Anions of Statfefmen, does not 
strife only from their Weaknefs and Irreilb- 
lution : For, though they may have Under- 
ftanding enough to perceive what is Right, 
and fufficient Courage to refolve upon proper 
Meafures ; yet, their Paffions mingle in all 
their Councils,- and the gratifying of their 
Love, their Revenge, their Avarice, or their 

Ambition, 
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'AalMti<»i, ihall deterikiine their CondvA, 
againft all the Ai^umeiits, thst caa be ur^d 
firom the moft weighty Reaibas of State. To 
write the Hiftory of moft MiniAer^ it is 
much moce neceflary to be acquaintnl with 
the latrigoes and Cabals of a Court, than to 
know the Debates at the Council-Board. 
They confider the fiale Topick of the Pub- 
lick Good, as a meer Chimera ; and wiU la- 
bour more vehemently to obtain a Miftreli, 
or to dilable an Adverfary, than to fave a Na- 
tioa from Ruin. However, it is not abfolute- 
ly impoffible to have a true Account of the 
Springs, that influence die Traafadions of 
luch Miniflo^ ; for, though Another cannot 
pretend to give the fecret Reafon for any of 
their Proceedings, they Themfelves are able 
(were they but willing) to eieplain th«r own 
Condud. 

F B w f4ta would defire Power, were it 
aot Ibr the Pleafore they cakft id making 
Others foafibte, that fhey are po0e£fed of it. 
This likewife is another Reafon, which en- 
creafes the Difficulty of accounting for the 
Adions of Statefinen. Their Pleafure and Sa- 
tisfii^cm rifes in Proportion to the Proofs, 
they give of their uncontrollable Authority ; 
aad, moft of them iaH into the Luft of msni* 

fofting 
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fefting k, in the moft prrpofterous maniier* 
To A& itgularly, to provkle for the Welfioe 
of the Cominuokyt and to adhwe to the 
cool Dilates of Reafon, is a Medbod of pro- 
ceeding, in which all Minifters may be allow* 
ed to gratify theoifelves ; bat then, it does 
not Qifvr their Power to be more eenfid6r»* 
ble, than what the beft of dieir Predeceibots 
exerdfed. The higfaeft finjoyment of Power 
(in their Opinion) is the Abufe of it ; fince 
the Bulk of Mai^tnd conceive a noch greater 
Idea of the Mifchiefs, tbao of the Bmefits^ 
they receive from its Influence. This Species 
of Politiciftns are, theref^Mre, equally unic- 
coantd>le with liie forementiMied : Since 
there is no Reasoning, with any Certainty, 
upon the Anions of a Man, who choo&s to 
do the moft unreaiboable Tfiings^ only to kt' 
the World fee» that his Power is above aU 
ControlL It hi^>pened, during the kte War» 
when the Trenches of the Enemy wete tor 
be attacked, that a certain Great General 
was informed, in the Heat of the Adioo, bf 
a Subaltern Ofiicer, that he had obierved a> 
Quarter of the Enemy that was more prac- 
ticable, than the Place, ia which the Admit 
was b^un: The Geoeral, angry that any 
Man uader his Commaa^i ftould prefume tor 

point 
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point out an Advantage to him, bid the 
Officer mind his own Bufinefs ; adding, thaft 
he might imagine. He was not Blind. After 
this, he refolutcly threw away the Lives of 
Two or T^ree Thoufand Men, purely to 
fliew, that he had them at his Difpofal ; and 
at laft, condefcended to carry the Day, by 
following the Gentleman^s Advice, when he 
thought it might look like a Motion of his 
own Will. 

Let any One ferioufly reflcd upon the va- 
rious Paffions, which are ail fo many Springs 
of A£don in the Mind of Man ; and he may 
reafonably conclude, that if the fecret Caufes 
of the great Events, which aftoniih the 
World, were known. Invention could not 
form any thing fo ridiculous, as the true Hi- 
ftory of Courts. The fpeculative Men in Po- 
liticks, and the grave Authours, who write 
Hiftories of Courts, in which they were never 
verfed, deviate into Reafons drawn from the 
Publick Good, and the clafliing Interefts of 
Princes ; when, perhaps, the trae Original of 
what they imagine to be undertaken with 
the profoundeft Skill in Politicks, is purely 
owing to the Defire of obtaining Succefs, or to 
the Refentment of being difappointed, in an 
Amour. An infatiable Thirft of Power is 

the 
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the Vice, to which Princes are moftly addifl:- 
ed : It is, therefore, witii great fliew of Rea- 
foiij that the Overthrow of the Liberties of 
Trance^ and the Eftablifhment of the Abfolute 
Power (or rather Tyranny) of the Trench 
Kings, is afcribed to this PafHon. And yet^ 
upon reading the Memoirs of the Cardinal de 
KetZy I have been tempted to think, that 
this fatal Event was owing to a more minute 
Original. 

During the Minority of the Late King of 
Trance^ the Government was under the Dire- 
dion of the Queen-Mother; a Woman, who 
was not fuppofed averfe to Gallantries. It is 
well known, the famous Cardinal Mazarin 
was her Favourite; who (for Ibme Years) 
managed her and governed the Kingdom, as 
he pleafed. Mazariny as he was a Foreigner> 
hated by the People, and ignorant of their 
Conftitution, had no Intereft to fupport him, 
but the Prerogative of the Crown ; which 
he, therefore, ftudied by all Methods to efta- 
blilh and to enlarge. His Rival, the Cardi* 
nal Ve RetZy being a Native, and well be- 
loved, efpecially by the Citizens of Parify took 
juft the contrary Meafures. Doubtlefs, his 
Aim was at the Poft of Prime Minifter ,• but 
then, be was at the Head of that Party, 

which 
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v4Mch was for reftoring and ftrengthening the 
Authority of the States, and of the Parlia- 
ment : And, had he carried the Point of be- 
ing Firft Minifter, in ail Probability the Li-- 
bertics of France would not have been redu- 
ced to the Condition, they are in at pre(ent# 
Ik Retz wanted only the Favour of the 
Queen : While Mazarin was baniihed out of 
Trance^ one of the chief Women about the 
Qjieen informed De Retz j that her Majefty, 
through Time and Abfence^ began to foiget 
Mazarin : She likewife told him, that the 
Qpeen was of a very amorous Complexion, 
and advifed him to a^ Love to her ; letting 
him know befides,that fhe was exceedingly vain 
of the Beauty of her Hands. The Cardinal 
took the Hint ; and he played his Part to Perfe- 
CtioTiy demanding frequent Audiences, for no 
other Purpofes, than to • figh over her Hands, 
and to lay hold on every flight Pretence to 
kifs them- The Qjieen (in Return) began to 
like the Cardinal ; and, on all Occaiions, in^ 
lifted much on the Whitenefs of his Teeth, 
and pronounced him a handfome Man ^ though 
his Perfon was more robuft, than comely# 
At the fame time, De Retz had a much youn* 
ger Miftrefs ; who, growing jealous of the 
Qjieen, refufed him her Favours : The Cardi- 
nal, 
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nal, to foften her, afliired her; it was impot 
fible he Suwld ever love fgcb a Stmlvft, as 
the Qpecn ; and that, he only feigned a Pat 
lion to her. The yaung Lady boafied of this 
Compliment lb unwarily, that it casw round 
to the QMeen j who, fired with Refentment, 
vowed the Ruin of Oe Raz. In Confequence 
of this, Mazarat was recalled, and the Li-. 
berties of fiiUKi ielttaiti. 
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Anacr. 

i HIS is the Third little Mifcella- 
I ny of Poems, I have colle^d for 
I my gentle Readers. The foUow- 
I ing fliort Epiftle will beft intro- 
duce the firft Piece j when I have obferved to 
my Correlpondent, that I have omitted part 
of bis Hymn, chiefly to fhorten it : Beiides, I 
am of Opinion, that Blank Verfe appears to a. 
great Di^dvantage in fmall Pieces of Poetry ; 
for which Reafon, I would advife him, on 
fuch OccaHons at leaft, to accuflom himfelf 
to Rhyme. 

SIR, Cambridge, April 26, 17 19, 

* T Am always your Reader : And as the 

* J. Poetical Performances, which have ap- 
^ peared in your Papers, have met with a 

* very 
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* very good Recepti<» ; I have veDtured to 

* fend you . the Amufement of a few leifure 

* HouK i* prefuming you Co £ai my Friend, 

* that you will freely corred what you may 
t think amils. I am, 

Mr. Free-Thinker, 

Tour tjerj bumble Ser*oauty 

A Htmn to the Moon. 

11 A ILy Cynthia, fient Emfrefs cffthe Ni^; 
With aU tiff f^angUd Train afbum^^d Stars | 
CdefiuAEqmpage! Etberial tamps ,' 
Whole Mj/riadfy twinkling round thy lucidS^bere, 
Uow doji Thou gild the pitchy Brow of Night i 
Q)eer*d by thy Orb, we Jcarce regret the ^ ; 
Tbo^b, in a gayer Drefs, hefets off Nature, 
And paints the Welkin with a riper 'Day, 

The TrawUer, now, difmjfis every Core 
Of treacherous j^ck'fands, andfeducing Fires\ 

Vol.. m. o Tii 
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Yrt afteth as he Speeds his Waj^ koh «^, 
BUgmg the kindfy htflmfice of thy Beams, 

Tonftur^ Brotbetbood offiately Ehnsi 
Ibat nod their Heads high o'er the lonely Plain, 
Ttpt mtb the Siher if % hiatkfs Light, 
Hw M^ tbeyfiine ! Jhwfolemnlf they waiie I 

Now, whi^ in att thyjbadowy GtorJ drefi, 
■ThoM rideft triutr^hMt in tby higxfi I^Mh 
The lang^if^PbJiiaiidtt Wingt.ys 1^ 

To men his Sylvh, in ^ confcitms Gro^* 
There, in eaeh others Arms, corfifkatly hkft. 
They breathe ibe meliing Merits iff their Lows ; 
CaU every Star to witnefs to their Vows j 
But, dreitdthe Vavon, indchidetheMmngLark, 

While thus the faithful Pair prolong their Joys, 
Jmparadis% on Earth, in mutual BUfs j 

hipir'd 



tttffir'd hy Thee, the wakeful Nigkingaly 
Leaning her tuneful Breafi againji a Thorn, 
Lnffovet their Fajfim in each tender Note j 
Warblingthe fofiefl, fooeet^y Airj of Love. 



0, tbtttftr foer beamify the Night ! 
Brighten its Gloomy and mah its Uorrour fmile : 
Hor enjer may, henceforth, the obtruding Earth, 
Nor Qouds innidiotts, intercept thy Glories ^ 
Our milder Vhcuhus, emdnoSlitrnal^en! 



SIBi May lu 1719: 

* ''T^HE followiflg Lines were occafioned 

* A by a Friend's falling in Love with a 

* Lady^ becaufe ihe appi!oves of him* If they 

* happen to merit your Notice, I fliall be 
I proud of havipg fubiicribed my felf . 

Tour itery hUttAk Setnam, 



t^HitoMvsus; 



O 2 



1IZ rte Free-Thinker. N^ijj 



u 

9 

QTrephon the God (f Love defy*d ; 

Careleff on ClbeV Form be gas^d : 
In CeliaV Air^ no Goddefs fpfd} 
And MiraV WH^ with Judgmenty fraii'd. 

2. 

The justed God at laft decreed, 

« 

Ws brighteji Nympb the Tomb Jhwld love. 
What Stratagem will then fucceed, 
AfitMonty generous Sotd to move f 

Hw Arrow pierces SylviaV Heart : 
5is/^ Strephon (ftanding near) Jfindy 

The Gold, that points the fatal Dart, 
Has wounded Both I ondyBotbhasjoyn'd. 

I fear,- the Ladies will not be pleafed (at 
firft Sight) with the Verfe% that come next. 
The Authour of them muft be fome veiy im- 
patient 
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patient young Gentleman: But, not^ith- 
ftanding the Franknels of his Declaration j if I 
have any Skill in the Luiguage of Lovers, 
his Paflion will not abate, though his Miftrefs 
ihould continue Coy, till this Time Twelve- 
month* 

X. 

y £ UitU Loves, that round her waity 

To brtwg me Tidings of my fate $ 
As Celia on her Pillow lies. 
Ah, gerttfy vobijper, Strephon dies, 

fthis will not her Pity move. 
Aid the frond Fair difdains to love ; 
Smile, and fay, Tis all a Lye, 
And haughty Strephon fiorm to Me. 



The following .little Tale . was defigned, 
as a Compliment to Two reigning Beauties 
in Ireland* 

O 3 Cupid 



CvfiD Hi L^vt 

AS Cupi<l^ from bh eruei ^ort, 
Ketwrldy to grace bh fmtber*s GfUrt, 
In Triumpb leading bleeding Hearts, 
'AU over Love, all aver 'Dans , 
lie wandered tbrot^b a Mfttk Shade^ 
jbtdfaw a lonelfy fo^, Maid, 

No fooner did young "Mafier fpy 
The Virgin's fifi, refulgent Eye, 
Than down his Arms and Hearts he threw i 
Andy languijhit^ fuU in her View, 
Xis done, he f aid! See, Mars and Jowc; 
See, all ye Gois, fee CupidV l/foe ! 

To Venus when, at laft, be came, 
IVitbout his TackU and his Game ; 
Without bis Bow, without a Vart, 
Without bis own, or any Heart ; 

The 
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The Goddefi cr/% Alafii my Sm, 

Where baft Thou been? What haft Thou 4o»e I 

Ue i^ V, aiid aifwei^i u>nh a Qroem^ 

SheftoU my JJeartt $ Sbeple toy own* 

The matchup BeaM'm tfUr Face^ 

The Wonder f^ that her Ptrfon^ace, 

The Cham in aUfite does orfayr. 

Her killing Snilety her winning Wayr, 

Ber Wtt, her Orptefi, all offtf^ 

Jn f^ite of Fate, to vanqtq/h me. 

Left anffyy Vcnps, at her Son, 
Than to find her felf out-done, 

Qfd i tbif is Fanny Gr— <lj / *»<^ ^^ - 
Ah, no i Mamma ! Tis Jenny St- ^1. 



64 The 
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The Nineteenth Ode of the Firft 
oiHoraci j tranflatcd by Mr. Welfied. 

'THE ^en, who giver foft Wifha Birth, 

The yombfid God of Wine and Mrth^ 
^jlnd wanton, libertine Defire, 
Mf "Mindefrejh pntbLaoe injpire. 
Prigbt Glyceni revives the Smart, 
The flame, that kindles in my Heart, 
The Polijb of her Neck out-Jhines 
The Marble of the Parian Mines : 
Her girUJh Wdntonnefs has Charms ; 
jind with her fioward Play fie warms* 
Voating on her Face, I die; 
A Face too dazUng to the Eye* 
M Venus re^es in my Breafi ; 
And leaves her Cyprian Grones mAUfl : 
Nor, will fie fttffer me to write 
Of hardy Scytimais, fnt to Flight ; 

Or 
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Or Death, from PaRbian Sjiitxnfeiit ; 
Or Thingi, to Jjnx not ferthua, 
iJeri, Boj, to cruel Venus, bere, 
OfUiiing Turf an Altar rear : 
Sweet Herit, and Franiacenfe hftoai 
Jbidkt the W^MJ Offering fiow: 
Thefe R<r« the Goidifi will appeafe, 
Aid ghw mj frantick Bofom Safe. 
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"H ILu^e/s v^t («» Wwc ffifffoffvnt, Teft W vpMffut^- 
f«« ntp^uiUi, nit Si rimn >>£ tk, «ii U »>af4i( 

Plutarch* 



T« tie FR E E-TH7 JV/CE R. 

Dear S / R, Jwa ij. 1719; 

I PrxcA, I low and honour you ; 
i and beattily wiA, it were in my 
b Rmer ts oufce an adequate Re- 
5 tutu fot die fenlible * Pleafure, 
yoa have given me. I hope, I fluU have 
Refolution enough to foUonr your Advice; 
and that I Ihall be able, hereafter, to in- 
form you of the Succels of your Prefcrip^ 
tion. 



•N» iij, ijo. 

f K 



« In the mean time, I beg Leave to fet you 
ri^t in the Meaning of an Expreffion in my 
Letter, which yott feem to have mifonder- 
ftood. "When 1 told you, Iwasfargom in the 
Pkafiires of a Omttej IJfe^ I only meant j 
that my Mind had a Turn towards the in- 
nocent attd iedzte Satisfadions, wluch tre 
peculiar to Retirement. I had not, then, 
in my Thoughts thofe rough and boifterous 
Recreations, the adventurous Rural Gentle- 
men are fo fond of. Thefe are a diftind 
Race of Animals, a Breed of Creatures re- 
femWing Men, not to be found (as I am 
told by Travellers) out of this Ifland 1 and, 
methinks, they are juftly ftippofed, by out 
Philofophers, to have a nearer Affinity to 
their Dogs, than to the Human Species 
Infomuch that, it might give Occafion to 
one, who has Faith in the Ttanfmigration of 
Souls, to confider the leading Bound at a 
Hunting-Match, as animated by the fiim^ 
Syftem of Spfaits, that once invigorated a 
defonft Sportfman. Affere yourfel^ Sir, t 
am not ambitious of aiTociating myfelf 
with this fleet Society : Nor, fliall I ever 
«(EfeA a Fame for leaping over Hedges and 
bitches: Nature has not formed me for 
fuch arduous Undertakings nor qualify'd 



* me 
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me to fiiine in fi> confplcuous an Emioency, 
as the top of a Qoickfet. 
' What, therefore, I intend by a Retreat, 
is to enjoy the mote (ublime Pleafnres of 
Knowledge and Friendfhip, and a good 
Confcience : For, I think it would be a 
criminal Humility to perfwade myfel^ that 
I am equal to no Gratifications, but fuch as 
inferiour Animals purfue. You will not 
di(approve of my doing this Juilice to my 
Charader. 

* I have fo great a Deference for Mr. FrU' 
Tlunker*s Judgment, that I would £un have 
him point out the particular Study, he 
thinks moft proper for me to make my 
firft Eflay up<Mi. But, I tranigreis : I am 
aihamed of the Debt, I have already con- 
traded, without a Poffibility of difchar^ng 
it: For i. this Reafoo, I ihall urge my Suit 
no fiuther ; Only, let me beg your Accep- 
tance of the fincere Gratitude of an honeft 
Heart for theFavour^ you have coolferred 
upon. Worthy Sir, 



Tout mfi obliged. 



B,m 



To Mr. E- W. 

MjfHoPEVUL Disciple; 

YOUR correfponding with the Free^ 
Thinker (who is an inviiible Fairy- 
Philofopher) is like holding an Intelligence 
with Spirits; and you have employed a 
powerful Charm, which has bound me to 
your Service. The whole Tenour of your 
Three Letters is fo very ufeful to the Gene- 
rality of young Gentlemen, efpecially to 
elder Brothers, who ought to be* the Orna- 
ment and Support of their Families, that I 
Ihould be greatly wanting to the Publick, 
did I not comply, throughout, with your 
Requeft. 

I rejoice at my own Miftake ; I acknow^^ 
ledge it, with Pleafure : And I wifli, your 
Example may refcue all our young Heirs 
from the noify Foreft-Chafes, to the filent Pur- 
fuits of Philofophy ; that, when they arrive to 
the Maturity of Manhood, they may be able 
to recount a Number of fublime Truths ac« 
quired, and unruly Paifions fubdued ; in* 
ftead of boafting of the Foxes and the StagSi 
over which they have inglorioufly triumphedt 
[To fave the prefent forlorn Hope of Squires 

(ftrong 



(ftrong in Body^ and weak in Underftanding) 
and to influence them, yet mor^ to emulate 
you $ I iluil, here, entruft an uncommon OIh 
fervation to their Misth j tiU, by Refleftioni 
ithey come to be iei^ible of the Truth of it. 
Gentle Eaetxires aie, doubtle£f9 fequifite to 
t pplnf^lp and improve Health, and :to iBf- 
cfeate the Mindi 4nd even a moderate 
jChaoe, ipariagly u&d, may be reqwfide j^r 
lame f obi^ Coaftitutions. But^ a coi^bkDt 
Habit of violeot Exerdfe$ impaits the Utidcr^ 
iftanding, at the lame Time that it brit^ the 
Body into Decay. A ^own-right SportP 
man is not in a Condition to think fedate^ 
ly and confequentially in Matters^ that te^ 
quire a inore than ordinary Attention : Bis 
Thoughts are tumultuous i his %icits are 
foul ; the perpetual violent Motfions^ Jie re- 
.peats daily, trouble his Faculties^ and rhioder 
bis Mind from fining. 

Since you defire, I ihould be particular in 
advifing you to fome Study, that may im-*^ 
prove your Attention j I can recommend no^ 
thing more proper to a Gentleman of your 
Fortune and Education, than the ^ careful Pe- 
rufal of the Controverfial Writings of Mr. 
QiiUingworthi which, after cecaUelSiing tjie 
.general Rules of Logick, you will read with 

Pleafure 



I^afure and Advantage. They will not on« 
ly inftrud you in the impottant Queftion, 
which he canvafles, but likewife enure you to 
a jttft^ Method of Reafoning : And, I the ra« 
ther cbufe to initiate yon by this jodiciout 
Attthour, becaufe the Number of true Pm« 
teftants diminiflies, daily, amongft the Coun* 
tuey Gentlemen. 

But, Sir, you "will pardon my Freedom of 
Speech (a plain, uncourtly Vertue) which I 
am bound never to forfeit j when I chide 
you, for your Intentions to lead a Retired 
Life. Your Countrey claims her Shave in 
you : The Nation wants young Men of a 
good Capacity, in Independent Circun- 
ftances. The Interefts of a Proteftant, Eree- 
bom People require, you ihould Qualify yow 
felf to ferve the Community, of which you 
are a Member, in Parliament : And you 
ought to merit your Retirement, before you 
can have an equitable Right to enjoy it. Re- 
member, that a fingle Commoner^ who 
devotes himfelf to the Welfare of the Pub- 
blick, may fiem the Outrage of Fadion ; and 
preferve his own Efiate, while be fecures the 
Property of MiUioas.' In a. Woid ; the pre- 
fent Age ftands in need of a few Gallant 

Spirit^ 
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Spirits, who date to think and aA, in the utr 
molt Liberty of Realbn. 

Befidesi you will find yourfelf greatly de- 
ceived in the End, if you think an early Re- 
tirement is a Blefling: It will pall upon your 
Hands ; neither, can any One be properly laid 
to retire^ who has never be«n engaged in 
BufineC. Before you are Forty, you will 
Willi, you had once been buly in the World. 
The great and pleafurable Retreat is towards 
the Evening of Life, after a glorious Series 
of Anions. To conclude ; Retiring in the 
Ineaqierience and Vigour of Youth, is like 
putting on a Night-Cap, and going to Rel^ 
in the Morning. I am with Sincerity and 
Refpeft, 

S IR, 

Tom mojl Obedint Scramt, 

The Fkee-Tminkik. 
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N° 13^. AJonda^y July 6, 1719, 




Pknus rimarUmfum ; hoc atqtu iliac perfbiOi 

TERlNti 

■"-■-• • .. - > . 

N the Twenty-flxth ctf tht laft 
Montb^ I gave my Difciples a 
general View tff Unaccountable 
Minifters : Atid, fince it cannot be 
expeded, I ihould* undertake to enumerate! 
the Particulars of a Species^ infinite as the 
Folly of Mankind s I proceed to confider the 
Condud of the Statefmen, whofe Anions 
are Comprehenflble : And, of this Species 
there are but Two Sorts ^ the Hbneft Men^ 
and their Oppofites. 

Such is the Weaknefs of Humane Nature, 
that it is incapable of Perfedion ( if I may 
be allowed the Word ) in either Vertufe, or 
Vice. Our Under/landing, or our Power of 
Adion, is perpetually limited. The Imper- 
fedion of Man, as to Goodnefs and JulHce, has 
Vol. III. P always 



Il6 TJ[?tf Free -Thinker, N^i^5 

always been a Subjeft of Complaint : And^ 
if we judge impartially, we ihall find his Fa-- 
culties equally bounded, as to Wickednefs. 
A compleat Villain is as extraordinary a Crea- 
ture, as a Man compleatly Honeft { though 
the Degrees of Approximation to either of 
thefe Charaders may be, in a manner, infi- 
nite. However, this is common to Both; 
that, (uppofing their Capacities to be equal, 
and the Iniquity of the One to bear an exad 
Proportion to the Integrity of the Other, their 
Adlions are equally Accountable. 

If we confider Tranfaftions of State, only 
as Proofs of the Abilities of the Minifter, 
who has the Dire^ion of them ; it may be 
laid down as a certain Rule, equally appliT 
cable to the Honeft and the Diihoneft Man i 
That all Meaiures, and all Anions, are, or are 
not, Errours in Politicks, according as they 
are well or ill calculated to obtain the End, 
propofed by them. The only Difference in 
this Point is, that as the Anions of the one 
are projisded to anfwer an honeft Purpofe ; fo 
the Anions of the other are contrived, with 
equal . Pradence , to compafs fome finifter 
Defign. 

From what I have obferved in Hiftory, I 
can compliment but Few Minifters with be- 

. . ing 



ing Compleat, in either of the above-mention- 
ed Chara^ers. An Affedation of appearing 
a crafty defigning Statefman^ or a plain artlefs 
Minifter> is indeed frequently to be met with t 
But) what feems moft remarkable is, that a Man 
tolerably Honefl ihall immediately, as he ad- 
vances in Power, affe^ the Reputation of 
Subtilty and Cunning ; and a Knave naturally 
ftudies to acquire the Reputation of Simpli- 
city and Integrity. Moft Men are To liable 
to be deceived with the bare Appearance of 
JHonefty, that it is the Lure, a finiihed Cour^ 
tier throws out, upon all Occafions : Neither 
is there any Artifice, againft which, I oughc 
more flrongly to precaution my Difciples, 
in their Intercourfe with Politicians, than 
againft the finooth Profeffions of Honefty and 
Sincerity. 

I believe, it will be allowed me, that it is 
not only more natural, but even more oblig- 
ing, to fufped the Honefly, than the Under- 
fianding, of any Man : The Reafon is. Want 
of Honefty may, but Want of Senfe cannot,' 
be fupplied. The Circumftance in Life, the 
moft infupportable, is to be defpifed : The 
Fear of which, makes weak Men turn 
Rogues, to vindicate their UnderftandingSw 
The Apprehenfion of paffing for a Minifter 

Pa of 
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of fmall Abilities, had fo powerful an Efkd: 
upon yafevy that it was obfervable of him, if 
Two Methods of performing even an Indif- 
ferent Thing (the One Direft, the other Indi- 
red) were propofed to him ; he always cbofe 
the Latter, to convince the World of his Sa- 
gacity : Not confidering, that it is the Height 
of Political Folly, not to be (incere, at leaft, 
in Trifles ; and a judidous Gamefter will not 
falfify the Dice, but when he plays for con- 
(iderable Summs. 

A Knave naturally purfues bis own Intereft : 
And therefore, when he is in Power, if the 
Publick Good happens to claih with his Pri- 
vate Advantage, it is certain his Dear Coun- 
trey muft fuffer in the Conflidl. But, fup- 
pofing (as it often happens ) the private In- 
tereft of a Minifter is not only confiftent with, 
but thrives by, promoting the Glory and 
Profperity of his Prince; then, it maybe 
made a Queftion, whether in fome Circum- 
ftances of Af&irs, a refined Knave is not more 
proper to be employed in the DireAion of 
the State, than a Perfon, who is fcrupuloufly 
Honeft. 

I obferved in my Eighty-Firft Ledure, that 
it is requifite a Statefman ihould have a Pene- 
tration into- the Weakncls and Corruption of 

all 
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all his Neighbouring Nations j and likewife, 
that he ihould have the Refolution to take 
Advantage of them, on proper Occafions, for 
the Good of the Publick : A Method of pro- 
ceeding, which in private Life is plainly incon- 
fiftent with the Rules of Honefty 5 and which 
a Man of ftrid Probity would fcruple to ex- 
ercife in a Publick Capacity. And yet, in 
an Age, wherein it is almoft become the 
Glory of States to circumvent each other, 
who does not fee the Neceflity of playing up- 
on the Square? And what Minifter would 
not deferve to be difgraced, who fliould neg- 
led any Opportunity of corrupting the Mini- 
fter of a fufpeded Potentate, to betray the 
Counfels of his Mafter ? A Knave, therefore, 
in Politicks often proves ( as the World goes ) 
a moft ufeful Member of Society j provided. 
Care be taken to reconcile his Intereft to the 
Welfere of the Community, And, Princes 
feem to be univerfally convinced of the Rea-r 
fonablenefs of this State-Poc^rine, by their 
allowing vaft Salaries and Perquifites to tbofe, 
who have the chief Dire<aion of their Affair.^ 
hoping thereby, not only to purchafe their 
Fidelity, but to give them likewiie an H- 
quivalent for their Probity, ficrificed \n their 
Service. 

P 3 But, 
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But, even Private Men feem tacitly to 
juftify this Conduft of Princes ; and can never 
find in their Hearts to condemn an Artifice, 
that turns to their Advantage, in the Guilt of 
which they are not concerned. Let a Mini- 
fter but convince the People, that all his 
Anions tend to the Good of the Publick ; and 
he needs not fear lofing the Efleem of his 
Countrey-men, who reap the Benefit of his 
Jniquity- The vaft Reputation and Efteem 
the great'G?c/7 acquired, is at leaft as much 
owing to his pafling for a Crafty, as to his 
being thought an Honeft, Miniften The moft 
upright Private Men take a Pleafure in hear- 
ing and relating the mafterly Contrivances 
pf the Minifters of different Princes, to abufe 
one another. There is a Charm in Intereft, 
which reconciles the Hearts of even Honeff 
Meq to the Lucrative Ingenuities of Others. 
The graved perfons, upon the Relation of 
Civil Stratagems, betray an inward Efteem 
for a Statefmjin, who^has been the Contriver 
of a very notable Piece of Political Manage- 
jiient i at the fame time that they are, in De- 
cency, obliged outwardly to cepfure the Im- 
inorality of the Aftion. 

This Difpofition in Mankind at leaft to fu& 
p?|: Iniquities, that tym to their Advantage, 

brings 
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brings to my Memory a Story, related of the 
Duke oi Luxeinburgh. His Succels againft 
the Late King William^ during his Wars with 
Trance^ has made his Name fufficiently known. 
His Perfon and Afpedl was fo deformed and 
unpromifing of the Greatnefs of his Adions, 
that he paffed, amongft the Populace of 
France^ for a Wizzard j and they fuppofed the 
Devil aflifled him in all his Undertakings. 
The Duke took an Occafion from this Impv- 
tation, to make the higheft Compliment to 
the late French King, that ever was made to a 
Prince. It happening once to be the Subjed 
of Difcourfe, Who of all the French Gene- 
rals bad done moft for the Service of that 
Monarch,- Luxemburg affirmed, that he had 
given his Majefty ftronger Proofs of his At- 
tachment to his Interefts, than all his other 
Officers together: For, Sir (fays he) they 
have done nothing, but what is common* 
they have indeed ventured their Lives and 
their Fortunes in your Service ,• but, I have 
fold myfelf to the Devil, for the Advance- 
ment of your Empire and Glory. 
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Conmtbio jungam flabiU, pofrimque dicabe, 

V1B.0. 

[Ocwithftanding the great Number 
of Letters, Poems, and Eflays, 
which I receive ; and notwitbftandr 
ing that I take every Thing kind- 
ly, which comps from my feveral Correlpon- 
flents ; y!^t, I aip obliged to be more fparing 
in making thpir Thoughts ^ublick, than per- 
liaps is figreeable to fome of them. I defire 
them, therefore, to copfider this P4per iq the 
feature of a Lottery j and that, as it appears 
|>ut twice in the Week, the prizes can be but 
fpw^ Without regarding ^erfpns ( finpe t|iey 
are all Latent Friends) I» now ^nd then, 
make Choice of fuch Letters and Compofi- 
tions, as I judge tp be moft proper to my 
Purpofe J fo fis^ not over*much to retard the 
progrefs of my main De(ign# Let this fatis- 
fy thg Gentlemen and Ladies, who are apt 
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to think, cither that their Letters mifcany, 
or that they are negleded : And particularly 
I defire the Lovers to confider, that I have 
done more for their Service, than for any 
other Perfons in Diftrefs; becaufe I know. 
They, of all Men, are the moft Impatient un- 
der their Sufferings : Nev^rthelefs, I muft not 
permit my Paper to be over-run with Lovej 
and much lefs, can I comply with Printing 
Complaints, that are Parallel, in the main, 
with the lamentable Cafes, to ^hich I have 
effe^ually pref(;ribed« 

Jjondm^ July 2. i7ip« 

Mr, pREEr-THlNKER, 

^ T Had fiilly refolred to fend you a Met 
^ JL fenger, immediately after your Anfwer 
^ to my Laft ; and now, to apologize for my 
^ felf to you, and the Batchelour Candidates, 
^ I fljall give you the True Reafon of my long 
^ Silence. 

* The Day after your laft Correlpondence 

* with me, I was happily engaged in an a- 

* greeable Circle of Friends: Your Papers, 
^ and particularly thofe relating to Miranda^ 
^ took up a confiderable Share of our Dif- 
i « 'I . I . 1. 1 « I « ' I « I' 

* i?« 108. 

< courfe. 
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courfe. An intimate Acquaintance) to 
whom I had communicated the Secret of 
my writing to you, whiipered a Geutleraao 
in the Company ; that I was the very M- 
randay in the Free-Thinker. The Gentle- 
man took the firft Opportunity of addreifing 
me in the moft paflionate Manner ; and has^ 
from that Time, proved very affiduous in his 
Vifits ; infomuch, that I believe his Affedion 
to be fincere. He is a Perfon, who (upoa 
ftrift Enquiry) fully anfwers the Charader, 
I defire in a Husband : And, on Monday 
next, our Nuptials are to be celebrated. 
^ I thought it a Duty incumbent on me, 
to give you this Notice ; and at the fame 

Time, to make my Publick Declaration of 
Thanks to Mr. Free-Thinker^ and to the 
feveral Gentlemen, who were pleafed to 
honour me with their kind Wiflies : And 
I muft conclude with owning, that the 
Credit of your Paper gave Birth to this 
I Marriage. I am. Sir, 

Tour fincerely obliged Humble Servant ^ 



Miranda.^ 



SEEKtillyoufindi andyou willnot lofeyour 
Labour : lAiranda has diligently fearched the 

Town 
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Town and Countrcy, for a Husband j and her 
Diligence is, at kft, happily rewarded. At 
the fame Time, it is a great Honour to the 
Free-Thinker^ that he has been able to fave 
the Longings t>f a Virgin, in the moft impor- 
portant Defire of Life : And, as this is the 
Firft Match, in the making of which I hzve 
been inftrumcntal, I hope it will not be the 
I^. I will not dout^ of the Goodnefs of 
Miranda's Choice : Neverthekfs, as there are 
often unfbreieen and ftrange Revolutions in 
the State of Matrimony ; if the Gentleman 
ihonid infringe any of the Articles of Mar- 
riage, as Ihe is my Ward, I defire h» to ap- 
peal to me for Redrefsj whole continual 
Study it is, to reduce the Men to Reafon* 
Moreover, I expeiSfc a Letter of Thanks fix)m 
the Bride-Groom, for the ineftimable Blef^ 
iing I have thrown into his Arms,- and, be- 
fide the iifual AUowances made to good 
Wives, I inlift on his giving her Credit up- 
on Mr. RobertSy to have my Papers regularly 
fent her ; in which, they will Both find ma- 
ny Things £dr their mutual Edi^cation and 
Comfort. 

I cannot help compaffionating.the Crowd of 
diiappointed Batcl^loors, who will figh over 
yiiranda's Letter* What Numbers of gallant 

Youths 
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Youths will be reduced to wear the Badge of 
Forlaken Lovers! I am apt to believe. Wil- 
low may bear as good a Price in the Market 
to Morrow, as Oak-Branches have bom for 
the Three laft Years, on the Twenty-ninth 
of Ma;. It is the hard Fate of cur Sex ( to 
which, neverthelels, every Honell Man will 
think it reafonable to fubmit ) that, though 
a vertuous Woman be a World of Happinefs, 
yet her Charms are not- diffiiiive ; and ihe 
has it not in her Power to blefs more, tha^ 
one Man. 

If, amongll the Admirers of Miranda, there 
happens to be a Poet, whofe Heart is Proof a- 
gainft the fad Tidings of this Day,- I hope he 
will call upon his Mufe to endite my fair Pn. 
pil's Efitbalamiim » that there may be no 
Ceremony wanting to do Honour to fo extra- 
ordinary a Marriage : The Subjedl is New j 
and promiles no Imall Glory to the Genius, 
who ihall verCfy upon it, with Succefs. 
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N° 137, Monday, July 15. 17 191 



llUi £uit (fr me { inquit ) miferaniy (^ U 
ferdidity Otfbeu? 

Vi a G. 
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To the Frei-Thinker. 






S / R, 5«w^5 18. 1719. 

HERE are now about Ten 
Months expired, fince I depar- 
ted from ylleppOj to return to 
England. When I left that 
City, the following Account of 
5 a Love- Adventure was the reigning Subjed 
' of Difcourfe i and I can my fclf atteft tfae 

* Truth of the greateft part of the Relation, l 

* fend you. 

* There was a Merchant in Aleppo^ 

< whom I fhall conceal under the Name of 

< iMcitts, who lived (fix or feven Years ago ) 

* in Borence ; where he made his Addrelfes to 

a Lady 
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a Lady of (ingular Beauty and Modefty. By 
his conftant Care to oblige her, and by re- 
peated AiTurances of his unalterable Love 
and Fidelity, he at laft entirely gained her 

Efieem, and engaged her Aflfe&ions. By 
d^rees, their mutual Love grew to fuch a 
Height) that it became a Provwb in Fhrepfce j 
and every fond, faithful Pair of Lovers were 
dignify'd by the Names of Lucim and Mar- 
CM. For Reafons beft known to Them* 
ielves, they thought it proper to defer their 
intended Marriage : In the mean time. Af- 
fairs of an extraordinary Concern forced 
Lwius into diflant Countries ; and, at \z&i 
obliged him to make Aleppo his Place of 
Refidence. 

* At ib great a Diftance, his Thoughts were 
never abfent from his dear Marcia ; he con- 
veyed them to her by Letters, in the mofl 
paiEonate Language j and ftill allured her, 
that he impatiently longed to reviftt 
Florence^ to compleat his Happinefs. But, 
notwithftanding he wrote frequently^ yet 
( to his great Surprife ) he received no An- 
fwer from the Lady. This unaccoimtable 
Difappointnient became very grievous to 
him ; and nothing but the Embarraffment 
I and perpetual Hurry of his Buiinefs could. 



in 
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in any Meafure, have diverted the Uneafi- 
nefs of his Mind. 

* It happened in the mean time, that he 
grew into an Acquaintance with a Perfon 
of great Note in Aleppo^ who was happy in 
a Daughter, that was the Wonder of her 
Sex, for Beauty and Sweefnefs of Temper. 
Crowds of Admirers made their Addreffes 
to her, daily ; but, in vain : For, flie tacit- 
ly loved Lucius ; and could not prevail up- 
on her Heart to approve of any other Man. 
He foon perceived havinicCs growing PaC- 
(ion { and as foon armed himfelf with the 
firmeft Refolutions, never to forfeit his Fi- 
delity to his beloved Marcia : Though in 
fecret, he blamed her cruel Silence ; and to 
himfelf reproached her the more, becaufe 
he could not fo much as guefs at the Caufe 
of it. 

^ Perplexed with continual Doubts and 
Fears, he at laft wrote a long tender Epiftle 
to her, full of the moft endearing Expoftu- 
lations, which he put under Cover to an 
intimate Friend in Florence^; defiring him to 
wait on Marcia^ and deliver the Enclofed, 
with his own Hand, to the Objeft of his 
Defires. When this Gentleman came to 
acquit himfelf of the Commands of the 

^ abfent 
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abfent Lover; to his Amazement, the 
Lady refufed to receive the Letter he 
brought : And, without explaining herlelf, 
left him with an Air of Difdain* By the 
firft Poll, he acquainted Lucim with the 
Manner of his Reception; who behaved 
himfelf with all the feeming Moderation of 
Mind, under his Affliftion; thot^ it in- 
wardly preyed upon his Spirits. He knew 
not which way to turn his Thoughts ; nor 
what Refolutions he ihould take. The 
Vehemcncy of his Love prefles him to leave 
Aleppo : But, the Ui^ency of his AfEurs^r" 
bids his Departure. 

' The Uneafinefs of his Mind encreafed, 
from Day to Day ; infomuch, that his 
Melancholy was obfervcd by all his Friends, 
and particularly by Lofvinia, She would 
often tell him, that undoubtedly he was 
in Love; and, at the fame time, endea- 
voured to hint to him, by every Motion of 
her Eyes, and every Accent of her Tongue, 
that fhe herfelf was tormented by the like 
Paffion, which flie had catched from him. 
Lucius began to like her Converfation ; 
preferving ftill his Truth to Marcia, La- 
'vinia finding him infenfible to all her 
* Charms, is at laft no longer able to fupport 

her 



N°lj7 T/^^ Free-thinker. 241 

^ her Love ; and fhe (ickens to a Degree^ 
« that the Phyficians defpair of her Life. Her 
^ Maid (the only Confident fhe had) feeing 

* her Lady in this defperate Condition, goes 
^ of her own Accord to Luciusy and difclofes 
^ to him the Caufe of Lavinid!s Indifpofition* 
^ Hereupon, tMciuTy filled with a generous 
^ Compaifion, inftantly vifits the fuflfering 
^ Virgin. By the Kindnefs of his Speech, and 

* the Gentlenefs of his Behaviour, he com-- 
^ pofcs her reftlefs Thoughts; revives her 
' Spirits; and reftores her, by Degrees, to 
^ perfed Health. 

^ Ldvinia^s Charms now fliine out, in their 

^ full Luftre ; and Lucius feels their Power : 

^ Yet, ftill he refolves^ not to injure Marcia ( 

and, to ftand juftify*d in all his Condud« 

For this Reaibn, he writes the following 

Letter ; which I copied from what was faid 

' to be the Original, in Italian. 



" T TQW have I deferved fuch unkind 
^* LjL Treatment, from my deareft Marcia j 
*^ in whofe Smiles are all my Joys ? Can it 
^ be true, that you fhould rejeft me with 
^^ Scorn ? Was it kindly done, to refiife Ad- 
^ mittance to the Mel&nger of Love ? Was 
*^ it like Marcia j in whofe Breaft, I thought 
Voi. IIL Q. V Love 
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^ Love and Conftancy made their Abode? 
'^ Is it poflible? And, am I then deceived ^ 
^^ How ihail I believe it, while I am able to 
•* recoiled the happy Moments, we employed 
*^ in the Extafies of Love ? I remember weU 
<« your Vows, and tender Proteftations j your 
^ endearing Looks, and foft Embraces ,- toge- 
^ ther with the gentle Sighs, and tuniultuons 
^ Rapture^ of your BreaA. Th^n, one Spul 
^^ feemed to animate us Both. B^t, why do 
^ I cheriih the Remembrances of my paft 
*' Happmefs; fince, they only encre^ my 
^ prefent Anxiety ? I ihould rather wifli to 
^* renounce all Memory} and epdeavourto 
forget Marcia : Thei\, Ihall my Miqd be 
in Peace, again. Accufe not my fyxwx 
^ Condud : Marcia only is to blame, if ever 
?^ Ihe lives forfaken by, 

Lvciu& 

^ hucim waited long, to know the Succefs 
I of this Letter .' But, no Anfwer came, 
c Lxroinia^ in the m^^n time, was induftrious 
< to engage his Heart by the whole Power of 
^ her Beauty, and the Pleafantnefs of her 
! Converfation* M^rc/Vs Unkindnefs helped 
f to improve Lavinia^s Ciharms ,• and in the 
^ End, Lucius (tired with fruitlefs Expe^ 

tions) 



cc 
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tions ) refigned himfelf to marry Laviniai 
Wbea the Hews of this Marriage reached 
the Ears erf Marsuiy her firmer Soasm £or^ 
fook her ; and Rage, and Love, and Re^ 
fentment, over-powered all her Reafdti; la 
her Phrenzy, flie vowed the Unhappinefs of 

^ the diftant Lovers. She immediately left" 
Fhrcme ^ aad> embracing the firft Opportu- 
nity of a Pallage, flie arrived at JleppOy in 
the Apparel of a Man. She foon found 
out Lucius I who knew her not, through 
her Difguife* She defired to impart her 
Bufine& to him^ in private : Lucim^ here« 
upon> fetiring with her inta a feparate A-' 
partment; ihe drew a Pifiol oat of her 
Bofom, and ihot him dead; then, with a 
D^cr, ihe immediately ftobbed herfelf W 
the Heart. 

V When I left the Place, Lavinia wats ia ^ 
mofl: deplorable Condition j infomocby that 
it was fuppofed, ihe would not long luf- 
vive the ^d Difafter. The mighty Diipute 
amongft the Love-Cafuifts was j. whom moft 
to blamed Some thought Lucius in the 
wrong to marry, before he had feen, or heard 
from, Marcia: Others blamed the whole 
ConduA of Marcia : But, all agreed io 

i compaflionating poor Lavinia. 

Q 2 Friday^ 
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NoijS. JFridaj, Julj 17. lyi^. 



- E Olio defieildit, TySti mcmif. 

J U T E K. 



IN the Eighth of Mar, ' I pro-' 
mifed fom to open a pejb Panel 
if Knotvledff i which I ihall, thte 
Day, begin to diAribute amongll 
my Difciples. I have ah-eady &niihed my Pre- 
limimtrj aadSupplemaitalDikom&s i whereby, 
I hope, 1 have prepared the Minds of many of 
my Countrey-men to take the Dye of Com- 
mon Senle ; that their UndeHlandings may be 
engrained in Reafon, and the Stains of Pre- 
judice lolt in the full and bright Tiofiure of 
found Philofophy. 

To change my Metaphor, and to give this 
Set of Lednres a proper Denomitution, by 
which they may be diflindly remembredj I 



IhaU 
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ihall caU them the Forcb of Knowkdge : The 
which, I fliall now open to my Pifciples, as 
the immediate Entrance into the Temple of 
Pbibfopby ; into which I fiull hereafter intro- 
duce them. 
5bciJir55 mentions a Story of T^afe/, one of 

the wife Men of Greece^ to whom the Pre- 
cept at the Head of this Paper is afcribed ; 
that, as he walked, one Night, with his Eyes 
intent upon the Stars, he fell into a Pit. 
Hereupon, Tbratta (a fmart, &cetious Female) 
who attended him on this Occafion, faid to 
him $ It is an unpardonable Overfight in you, 
to fix your whole Attention on the Heavens, 
fo as to negleA more obvious Things of a 
nearer Concern, that lie beneath your Eyes, 
juft at your Feet. Tbratta's Raillery is a Lef- 
fon of Wifdom, that admonifiies us, in our 
Purfuit of Knowledge, to begin with the 
Study of Ourfelves; before we carry our 
Searches on, to Contemplations more remote. 
A compleat Knowledge of Thyfelf is the 
moft folid Foundation, on which to raife 
the Superftrwfhire of every other Kind of 
Knowledge. Know Thyfelf, therefore^ in the 
firft Place j that 1^ make a diligent and 
exa& Scrutiny into the Difpofition and into 
the Integrity qf thy feveral Faculties j tliat 

Q 3 thou 
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thou nttyeft judge, how complrady tWy an 
qualify'd for the Difcfaarge of tfadr relpedtve 
Offices { and obfirnre, on tiae other Hand^ the 
Defers, as the Weaknefs, Matrownefs, or 
any other Imperfediion, under which they 
may labour. 

The Endowments of all Perfons arefiot 
equal : And fince, the Abilities of no Mao 
can ever exceed the Degrees of Excellency 
and Pei^&ion allotted to them by Nature j 
our firftCare and Study ihould be to diCcover) 
and make a pi& E(Umate o^ the true Force 
of our natural Powers ; and then, to enquire 
into the Improvements, they may be capable 
of j and how far they may be enlarged by, or 
what additional Strength they may receive 
from, Difcipline, And, there is the greater 
NeceiSty to proceed in this important Scruti- 
ny into Ourfelves deliberately, by fevere and 
impartial Reflexions ; (ince, on the Juftnefs 
of our Obfervations herein, will depend the 
proper Ufe and Application of our feveral 
Faculties, as well as the Certainty of the 
Opinions, we ihall (in any future Studies) 
adopt for Truths. 
It is from the general Omiflion of this Sclf- 
* Examination, that Mankind (almoft univer- 
fally) cither mifapply their Talents ,- or fall 

upon 
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upon wrong Methods of regulating and im- 
proving their Faculties ; or run into various 
Ahfurdities ; or laftly, take Appearances for 
Realities. Hence it isy that Pumilio^ a light- 
timbered, dipper Youth, who might make 
an eminent Figure upon a Race-Horfe at New- 
Market^ wduld give any Price for a CommiC 
fion to ftrut before a Company of Grenadiers. 
Tberfites^ who has a Genius admirably turned 
to excell in Languages, affe^s to expofe hi^ 
aukward Shape in Publick Dancings ; and, in^ 
ftead of covering Himfelf with a Dotniney 
dreffes for Mafquerades in the Habit of a 
Running-FoOt-maft. Vhikftthes^ who has all 
the Eactravdgancy of Imagination, that makes 
a Grotefque-Poet, iriftead of endeavouring to 
tame the Wildneft of it by the Study of Lo- 
;}ck or Mithematicks, enflames it by reading 
[abkns and Orlando Furiofa. FhrvuSy who has 
a peciiliar Talent for Mechinicks, and has a 
perpetual Jauncfece in his Conftitution, is xJn- 
fbrtunatdy bent upon the Contemplation of 
Colours : and Phrio^ who ringes Notliing me- 
thodically, but a Cabinet of Medals, has of 
latettifn^d his Head to Politicks, ahdafpiiesto 
regulate the State. 

MorcoveA ; fiiitfe the Difcovcries, we make 
by enquiring irtto* and experiencing the Force, 

Q 4 and 
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and Extent, and Aptitude, of our Abilities, 
are of fuch Moment, that without this Know- 
ledge we muft remain under Uncertainties, 
with relation to all our future Attainments ; 
it feems not fufficient, that we have once 
made a diligent Search into Ourfelves : Be- 
caufe, we cannot be fure, that our Faculties 
continue in the fame Condition, unlefs we 
perpetually renew our Enquiries about them. 
And the Neceffity of recurring (from Time to 
Time) to a ftrid Review of our Faculties ap- 
pears, not only from the Alterations, which 
Diftempcrs, and other Accidents, may in- 
troduce i but even, from the flow Changes, 
that (like the Shadow upon the Dial) infen- 
fibly fteal upon Nature, in her ordinary Courfe. 

The fucceffive and gradual Variations of 
Nature are vifible, throughout the whole Crea- 
don j and may be obferved in all Beings, whe- 
ther Animate or Inanimate. But, to take a 
General View of them in Man, who is the 
Subjed of my Difcoorfe ; How weak and in- 
confiderable are the Abilities of Infancy ; equal- 
ly infirm, in Body and in Mind ! In the Seafons of 
Puerility and Adolefcency, our Apprehenfion is 
only fufficient to obferve what our Teachers 
point out to us, as it were with a Fefcue j with- 
out being able to difcern, whether the Notices, 

placed 
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placed before us, be Trae, or Falfe^ In the 
next Stage of Life, we grow Adult ; an Age, 
in which the Prejudices of Education begin to 
be confirmed, and we refolve to believe and 
to defend the Opinions and Conceits, inculca- 
ted by our Preceptors ; or which come recom- 
mended by the Authority of our admired 
Friends and Companions ; or which arc efpou* 
fed by a prevailing Party of Men. Then, we 
climb up into Manhood ; and (as from an Emi- 
nency) we look down upon our former £ib- 
vourite Notions ; and think of enquiring into 
the Validity oftlie Opinions, which before we 
implicitly adhered to, in the moft pofitive man- 
ner. Now, we claim the Right of reafbning, 
and of judging, for our felves. Hence, Doubts 
begin to rife ; and we grow jealous of fbme 
latent Impofition or Colluiion, in the Dodrines 
we have not examined. Such is the Dawn of 
Manly Senfe ; and, as it riies with an Increafe 
of Light upon the vain Fables of Kurfe^ 
the abfurd LefTons of ignorant or difhoneft 
Teachers, and the crude Notions of empty 
Companions ; the whole Crowd of vifionary 
Ideas vanifh, as SpeAres are faid to difappear 
before the Sun : And real Truths only remain 
vifible, within the clear Horifbn of Reafbn. 
After this, there is nothing more to be ex- 

peded 
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pefied fi-oin Man^ bnt to keep up and im- 
ftovt this Miturity of Senfe, as long as the 
yigoof of Nature lafts j till his Abilities decJy, 
towards the Evening-Twilight of Life. 



N° 139. Monday, Julj la 1719. 



Ifiud OKtem riiii eamii, tali fuute ad o- 
ngantiam minuenJam fotum effe di^nti verum 
etiam, ut bma nofin turimu. 

CiCER. 



SY laft Ledlure did require a firifi 
Attention in my Readers ; to 
which I mull beg leave, this Day> 
to liibjoin Another, equally Philo- 
ibpfaical i fince (as it is the Sequel of the for- 
mer) they will, 1^ Handing together, refled 
a l^ght reciprocally on each other. 

Now, becauTe it generally happens, that 

the Morning of Laiie is walled, befere Men le- 

riouHy enter upon the Study of Themfelves ; 

and yet, we can hardly be Ayled reafonable, 

before 
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befbi^ we have made fome Progrefs in this 
important Knowledge : Ladvife my youthful 
Difciples, not to negledl the Task of Self- 
Examination, from the firft Moment they be- 
gin to reflet, and to be confcious that they; 
are endowed with Faculties, which rife above 
meer Senfation. The Powers of Reafbn 
fliould be fummoned early, and commanded 
betimes upon Duty ; that the Animal Uky 
which commences long before the Rational^ 
may be fliortened ; and that^ Men may enjoy 
the greateft Portion of their Time, in the Di- 
fiinAion and Dignity of their Nature. 

Philofophy teaches us to compute the Life» 
the Age and Growth, of Man, not from his 
Birth, not by his Stature, nor bodily Strength, 
nor by the Perfedion of his Limbs ; but, from 
the Point of Time, in which he commences 
Rational s or is able (in other Words) to re« 
fled upon his own Adions, his own Know* 
ledge, and his own Abilities. Neither, are 
the fpecious Appearances of Reafoo to be al- 
lowed of, in this Phiiofophical Method of 
computing the Age of Man. "Who knows 
not (for Inftance) that the common Tranf- 
a^ions of Bufinefs, and the ordinary A&irs <^ 
Life, may be carried on (by Perfons bred in 
them from their Childhood) and brought to a 

Conclufion 
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ConclufioD) by habitual Forms and Modes of 
'Ading» that can hardly be iaid to flow from 
any Degree of Reflexion. Qjiotidianary 
VTords, and Adions^ and even fet Forms of 
Thinking, which Education or Cuftom may 
have prefcribed, do not rife above the Powers 
of Mechanifm, more than the Soul of a Min- 
ftrel exerts it felf, when his Fingers move re- 
gularly upon his Inftrument, in his wonted 
Performances of Mufick. Neither, does the 
ordinary Courfe of Converfation, of Readings 
of Writing, or even of Speaking in Publick, 
give convincing Evidence^ that any Perfbn 
has began a Rational Life. Thefe Operations 
may be all performed, chiefly by the Affiftance 
of the Animal Spirits, without the Interven- 
tion of Reafon ; which is the Refult of Re- 
fie£tion. And the Man, who has unfortu- 
nately compleated Thirty, or Forty, or per- 
haps Fifty Years, without employing his Fa- 
culties to nobler Purpofes, is but a Senfitive 
Being i an Animal, upon the Level with a 
managed Horie ; and has not fo much as 
been bom into the Life of a Philofopher. 

The Treafiires of the Mind lie very deep $ 
buried under a confufed Heap of Rubbiih, 
thrown over them by Paflions, Pleafures, In- 
terefts, Cuftom, Education, and other Ene- 
mies 
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xnies to Reafon. It is an Herculean Labour 
to remove this Lumber, and to clear the Soul 
of her Incumberances ^ fo as to come at the 
Riches, that lie concealed beneath this mani- 
fold Heap of Prejudices. And even then, it 
will not be eafy to make a diftind Inventory 
of the Furniture of the Mind : Her various 
Riches will be found to lie in great Confu--* 
fion i fome accumulated, others dliperfed, 
without Order, Connexion, or Relation to 
one another ^ fo that, a confiderable Portion of 
her valuable Stores will efcape the negligent 
and incurious Obferver : And, even when 
they are difcovered, a Qpitknefs of Thought 
(like the Livelinefs of an acute Sight) is ne* 
ceflary, to feife on the firft Notices of them j 
Sagacity to purfue them, in all their Shapes • 
and Prudence, to make the proper ufe of 
them : Qualifications, which feldom concur, 
but in the advanced Seafon of Life. Laftly, 
Time and Leifure is required to clear up all 
Ambiguities ; and Impartially to weigh the 
Obje&ions, which are conceived and urged a- 
gainfl New or Revived Speculations, through 
Prejudice or Intereft 5 by which means many 
excellent Hints and Difcoveries have been ex* 
tinguilhed, with their Authours; and many^ 
kindh'ng Truths fmothered, before they could 

be 
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be nifed into a bight Flame, and delivefed 
to the Care of an Inquifidve Mafterly Genius, 
who might be able to defend them, and bring 
them to ihine out, indieir full Heat and 
Splendour. 

The Maq, who fearcbes diligently into his 
own Fund of Real Knowledge, and has nicely 
computed the Stock of Ideas, he has to iet up 
yridul in Philoibphy, will not be fatisfied 
with skinuning over the Surfaces of Arts and 
Sciences; nor with dwellii^ only on the 
Faiiuonable Writings 16 as to keep Pace with 
the Philofophers of his Ag)e ; but, will pene- 
trate farther, and cut out his Pafiage through 
aU the Obftades, that would bar up ^ 
Communication with Truths ; even though 
they lie never &> hr out of the ordinary Road, 
and never fo remote from the Obfervations 
and Opinions of his Contemporaries. As he 
goes deeper into Himielf, he will meet with 
htfh Mines ^ in which he will difcover Veins 
of Knowledge, branching out diverily, and 
infettcd into others ; which though they fpring 
not from the fame original Sources, yet 
nevertheleTs, maintain a fecret Correfpondence 
among Themfelves. But thefe curious Dif* 
coveries, indeed, cannot be made without the 
Aififtance of certain Preparatory and Auxiliary 

Knowledges ,• 
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Knowledges * nor, before we have fiiiniliarised 
ow Minds tQ Attention, and Stcadiaeisof 
Thought, by repeated Exerciies, and g Jk>og 
Habit of Recolle^on* 

The Underftanding of every Mao t% tf 
firfi, but poorly furoUhed with a few pimple 
Ideas; when in time, by long Refle^oa 
upon One or Two 6iiitful Hints, Its RicbK 
vifibly encrea(e : Upon this Fund, we enla^ 
our Commerce ; and launch out after diftaQt 
Truths; fteeiring our Courfe, through tiie 
.wide Ocean of Errours, by the Coznpa^ of 
Reafon. Happy if the Man (lays Solomm) 
tbatfindetb IViJdm, and the Muv, tbatgmak 
Underftanding : ' for^ the Mercbaidifi of il k 
better than the Mercbandife of Sher ; and ikt 
Gain thereof y than fine Gold : She is mort precitm 
than Unbier ; and all the Tbingt^ thm can/t di" 
firCy are nat to be compared unto her, 

Upoix the Whole ,- Multitudes, of Men of 
great Abilities have lived ufele^ to die 
World, merely for want of knowing, io Tiin^ 
the natural Strength and the proper Imptovfr- 
ment of their Faculties ; and, through not apt* 
plying then: Thought to the Inveftigatioo of the 
concealed Treafures of their Mind : And 
Many likewife, by a wrong Application of their 
Talents, have been able to propagate, and to 

authorize 



1 
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authorize (uch Falflioods and Superftitions and 
Inhumanities, as are the perpetual Bane of 
Society: So that, their perverted Abilities 
and Diligence have proved the Calamity of 
Mankind. A great Genius is a fertile Soil ; 
and ihould be fbwn, early, with the moft ufeful 
Seeds of Knowledge : Otherwlfe, it will be 
over*run with the infignificant, or the poi- 
(bnous Weeds, that fhoot up in Underftand- 
ings, warmed by the Interefts, the Prejudices 
and the Paflions, of a vicious World. In this 
Cultivation, there are almofl infinite Degrees : 
And, though the common Herd of Men (like 
the Vulgar Husbandman in Agriculture ) (top 
ihort,and never think of exceeding the Improve- 
ments, to which they are limited by Cuftom; 

yet, a Pfcrfbn of a more than ordinary Capaci- 
ty fliould run through all the Arts of Culture, 
to embelliih the Gai-den of his Mind with 
Exotick, as well as Native,. Curiofitiesi and 
ihould ranfack every Seafon and every Cli- 
mate of Philofophy, for any Plant or any 
Flower of Knowledge, that may be of ufe, 
or may prove an Ornament, to himfelF, or to 
his Countrey. 



Fridajy 
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th^it 



SiCy ubi fata vocMt, udis dje^m in herhh^ 
Ad i3ada Mdondri cominit tjbus dor* 

NeCy ^uia te nofirafperem pese poffe mover iy 
Moquor : Other fo vovimus ifta deo* 

Ovid. Epifii 



ttmm^k 



To the PREE^ttilNKBR. 

H B lovely Mira is a CoUeaion 
oF Charms ; a compleat Syfteni 
of Beauty : Her (iuinouf> her, 
Air, her Speech, her Perfon^' 
t and her Features, confpire to diftinguiih her, 
c amongft the Daughters of Btitain. I faw 
c her i I admired her ; and I loved her : Nei-« 
c theri did I love in vain. Cynthia^ through 
} one whole Revolution, fhone not upon a 
Vol. m. R ! Swain 
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" Swain more bleft, than Tbyrfifi and eveiy 

* Morning in Mo^ opened to my Eyes, mc 
' hal£ fo mild, not half fb bc^^ and bloom. 

* ing, as Mira. Socce(sfal, to the Fondnefs 

* of my Wiihes ; my growing Paffion, flofht 
! by Hopes, did fcarce admit a Fear. But, 
' Ohi how deceitfiil are the Joys of Lovers i 

* The Charming Mira difappointed my Vifit, 
t one Evening ; and left the firilowing Billet 

* for me, which awakened me fr(Mn my 
f flattetii^ Dream of Hapfsoeft. 

* SINCE, the good polities, which foonofid 

* effeilmllj recommended jou to my Efteem, have 

* le'en akeadf rewarded hj a Woman ofMerit ; 

* I muft beg of you, that we may becme 

* StTMgerty fir the future : For, lamfrm^re- 

* fohedy th/t the umted VeifeSiions of your 

* whde Sexjhatt never influence me to alter my 
f Condition with ajrf "Man, left a Noixe in 
i Hytaen^t facred Ritef, than 

MxK'ii; 

* Wo R s s camot express the Concern, I 
' felt upon reading thefe Lines. Mira hid 

* liftened to mftlicioiis lofiauatioas; and 

f the 
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* the Poileffion of a vertuous Womao, for a 
^ few Months^ was adjudged fufficient to ex« 
^ hauft a young Man's Aflfeftions ,• or, at leaft| 
^ to damp them to fuch a Degree, as to ren^ 

* der them not worth the Acceptance of a 
^ Virgin. What could I do? Or rather, 

* What did I not attempt ? I fent, I wrote,' 

* I viiited, I haunted her { but, all in vaini 
^ She vaniflied ftill, as I appeared ^ nor, ever 
^ vouchfafed to make the leaft Reply to 

* my fond Expoftulations, and my daily 
! Complaints* 

^ How often is the natural Current of our 
< Inclinations driven back, by a Tide of 

* Prejudice i And how difproportioned do the 
^ moft beautiful Objects appear, through thQ 
« deceitful Glafs of falfe Opinion ? If Youths 
5 9nd Faith, and an unfullyM Fame, could have 
^ engaged the too nice Heart of Mir a i tiieUa 

* had Thyrfis never been wretched* But, ^ 

* Lover^s Merit fubfifls wholly in the Opinioq 

* of the Tair. Mir a is loft j and Tbfrfis now, 
*^ left to count his Sigh^, muft hope, mi^fi 

* love, no more 1 

^ This Morning^s Sun beheld the beauteous 
^ Maid refign her Charms, for ever, to ano- 
I then All Nature feemed to fmUe on her 

R a i Nuptials, 
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Nuptials^ with auTpicious Omens. The 
ruddy Streaks of Light, which beautified 
the Dawn, (eemed to foretell the Blufhes 
of the Bride : The Sun rofe with unufuaE 
Luftre i rejoicing to run his Courfe, like^ 
the Bridegroom coming forth from his 
Chambers : The irefh Stillnefs of the Air 
betokened the future Peace and Happinefs 
of the loving Pair : The flowery Fields 
vied with their Nuptial Dreis : The Birds 
warbled out their Hymeneals : All was gay; 
and Nothing fad, but Tbyrfif. Neither, did 
ungenerous Paffions difturb his Bread ; nor, 
was his Grief of a malignant Nature. In- 
deed, he often accufed his own hard Fate ; 
yet, ftill he bleft the lovely Bride ; nor, 
even encouraged one unkind Wifli to Dtf- 
mm J fince, he now was Part of ^Ura. Un- 
able to improve, and yet unwilling to 
difturb, thofe Joys, he could not ihare; 
Thyrfis retired into a folitary Grove : Where, 
to footh the Anguiih of his Heart, and 
juftify his Sorrow, he addrefled ' the follow- • 
ing Lines to the fortunate Raviflier of all 
his Hopes. 



To 
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To my fucccfsfiil Rival. 

'THRICE happy Damon 1 to thy hnging Amt 
Hai Mira, now^ te^'d bet Virgin Cbamt! 
0, mayjhe ftill itt^ove thy rapturous Joy ! 
FoTy never can her chafie Endearments cloy. 

Thrice happy Lover ! prize thy beauteous Store ,• 
Nor Heaven can grant y nor Mortal covet, tnore, 
Andy when that Face {where blooming Innocence 
Unfully'djhines) lefs LuftreJhaU difpenfe ,- 
May Ttmey for every Charm be weakens there y 
With fome new Vertue recompence the Fair -. 
That fry thy riper Pafm ftill may find 
Frejh Beautiesy in her undecaying Mind, 
So, Jhall enamoured Mira find in Thee 
That Love^ that faith, Jhe mi^ht have, found 
in Me, 

9 

Thy Rival once, thy Rival now no more, 
Vntnvied bids thee, all her Sweets explore ,• 

R 3 Md 
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ifei, curft by thy prevailing Veftiny, 

StiU Jhowtrt down BkJJhgt ofi tl^ Bride utnd 

Thee. 
Cmpelied by Tate^ the (Jhamer I n^ ; 
fior wiU I, at thy hazier Lot^ repitie : 
The Love of Miti his my Soid n§inedi 
'^f pom UftgeneroHf Vafponsyprged nffl/knd. 



Had Heaven beftow^d the ghriout Trize oh Mf, 
'/bid Tou iih Thyrfis Wd, if that can be i 
Jmfaradifed within the Fair One't Armt, 
Bkft in her Stniles, and Jjard of all her Charm, 
Even theny refieSting on the Joys you kfiy 
A generous Syn^athyjome Sghs had cofi : 
By my own Joys JJhould haveguefi'd your Pain^ 
And almoft wijh*d, you had not lov*d in vain} 
To Fate alone have given the dear Succefs, 
Nc^ thought my Merit gfreater, nor yours left, * 
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/ if a Wretch, dead-frozen by Vifdaifty 
Got e'er, by fmny Love be warned again ; 
Then quickhf. Heaven, bright MiraV Lafs repair 
By fome kind Nymph, CompaJJumate as Fair, 
"May Mim^s mlder Glances arm her Eye; 
Jler Cheeks, may Mir^V modefi Oimfon dye ; 
Her Smiles, n<Ky MiraV winnit^ Sweetnefs grace l 
And MiraV UUies bloffbm in her Face : 
The fame her Features, be her Mind the fame} 
And NUraV Vertues add to MiraV Frame, 



Then, to compUat the Workman/hip divine^ 
Give her a Heart as true and fond as mine : 
With mutual Flames our faithful Bofoms warm j 
Ijet her like Tbyrfis Jjove, like Mira Charfn, 
J ask no taore; in Love compleatly blejf, ' 
Let Avarice and Ambition take the Heji, 

I 

'The charming Mira needs not blufb, I 
^^bope, to £ad berielf dikovered in fo re- 
t fpe^fui a Manner i v/hta I inform you, ttiat 

R 4 Mira 
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Mira and yiiranda are die fame. A Flame, 
fo pure as her bright Eyes have lighted up, 
may ftill be cheriflied without Blame : Nor, 
can my juft Efteem for her great Merit be 
any Wrong to Miranday to Vamon^ or to 
myfelf. 

* The Publication of thefe artlefe Lines 
will be folely attributed to a negled in 
Mr. Fr^^-TW»*^'s ingenious Correfpondents, 
OR th^ Occafion of Miranda's Marriage. 
Rather let the Didates of an unpradiced 
Mufe (ink into Oblivion, together with that 
fuccelslefs Pailion, which gave Birth to them, 
than fiifier them to interrupt your more 
ufefiil Studies; which fo much oblige and 
edify the reafonable World, and iQ particu* 
lar, S I H> 

Vvtr frofefi Admirer y 

Thyrsjs^ 

MIRANDA gave Notice, * in the 
]aft Letter X received from her, that 
ihe was to be marryed on the Sixth 
Jnftajit. J have, fince then, received 
feveral Letters with Verfes, to celebrate 
her Nuptials; which are very much to her 
Honour, and to the Credit of her Lovers. 

There 
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There is a peculiar Spirit of Gallantry in the 
Pallion, with which flie inrpired ber Admirers; 
At the fame time, that each expreiles a fenfi- 
ble Concern for his own Difappointment j 
they all conlpire to wifli her Happinels, with 
their fortunate Rival. I have not Room to 
ipfcrt their fevcral Performances ; and the 
Reafon, why I have fixed upon that of T&yr- 
Jifj is becaufe he feems to be the moft • 
tender-hearted of all the complaining Can- 
didates. 

I know, my Readers are very inquifitive 
about the Lady, who has held this long Cor- 
refpondence with me j and, many ftill imagine 
the Whole to be an Invention of my own : 
But, I muft once more aflure them of the 
Contrary. The feveral Letters of Miranda 
-came to me in the fame Female Chara&er j 
and I am as much at a Lofs, as any of my 
Readers, to gueis who this fitir Pupil of mine 
maybe. 
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KfllMt (^ nwVicVt fc wr$ *«««( Miir^ 
bMc y fa iqiuAw. U Id <'<^> WilKIB 

Hesiod; 

9 Have riifed the ♦ Firtt Column 

E of the Pmb of Knowkdge ; and, 

5 I own, I am impatient to erefi 

I the Second : This done, I ftall 

allow my Scholars a fufficient Leifure to 

ftudy the Chara^rs inrcribed on the£e Two 

Pillais, before t make any ferther Advances in 

this Philofophical Piece of Architefliire. 

Upon a diligent and impartial Enquiry 
into Ourfelves, we Ihall find that a Mind, 
rightly ijualify'd for the Reception of Truth, 
ihould be capable of taking the Beprefenta- 

• N" ij8, 138. 
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ti^ns and Images of Things fet before k^ in 
as lively, as diftin^, and ttzGt a Manner, as 
a Mirrour of fine Glafs ( escquiiitely pdimed 
and adjufted) reflet the Obje^s prefented 
to it, without any Alteration. A WfOt^ 
Mind, like a falfe Glafs, does either magnify^ 
or diminifl^ the Figures of Thii^ ; Or, pofli- 
bly, it multiplies or lefletis their Number; 
or inverts their Situation, or confounds their 
natural Order: Sometimes, it falfifies tho 
Proportions of an ObjeA, breaks all its Sym^ 
metry ^ divides Paits, that are conne^ed ; and 
conneds thofe, which in Reality are divided. 
And, as we may obferve in a Glafs^ that is 
either not truly wrought, or the Metal of 
which is ftained with Tome Tindure 'm its fiift 
Compofition, perhaps by the Defign of the 
Artifan; that, it will always caft its own in* 
herent FaUity, or compkxional Colout, upon 
the various Forms it reflects ; (b an Undem 
(binding, difcolottred of debafed by any Alloy 
or impure Mixture, cdfts its falfe Gloflfes and 
Mifrepreientations on all the Notichs and 
Images, that come udder its Obfervatlon. 

Moreover; a juft and faithful Appi^efaen^ 
fion gives no adventitious Luftre to dark, nor 
any imaginary Beauty, to ddSarmed^ OrigioaU : 
Neither does it tarniib, or fully, or darken 

Originals^ 



2.^8 The Freb-Thinker. N®i4r 

Originals, which in themfelves are frdh, or 
fair, or bright. Laftly ,• a found Underftan- 
ding does not encreafe or diminifli the Motion 
of any Objeds, nor ihorten or lengthen their 
Diftance, nor extend or contrad their Dimen- 
fions i neither does it enliven dead Pieces, or 
deaden the Activity of Beings full of Life and 
Spirit : But, all the Reprefentations, riiing in 
the intelledhial Mirrour, do ( in all Refpeds ) 
compleatly and precifely referable, and corre. 
fpond with, the Originals, of which they are 
the Types. 

Such is the Mind happily qualify 'd to receive 
the fublime Truths of Philofophy, in their 
real Shapes and Colours ; and to re&e& upon 
them without deceiving others, or being itfelf 
deceived : Such a Mind alone admits of Im- 
pieifions, which are at once jufl and ftrong . 
and, when it is riioroughly clear in the Dif- 
cemment of them, is enabled to communi- 
cate them diftin^ly, and as it were to point 
them out by proper Language, to inferiour 
Underftandings, who ( of themfelves ) com- 
prehend Things but darkly i and yet, are able 
to make confiderable Improvements, and to 
fee clearly, when they are enlightned by the 
Inftru^ons of a fuperiour Genius, 

As 
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As ic is very rare to find a Glafs, that does 
Tufiice imexceptionably to Objeds, in every 
nice Circumftance ; (b likewife, is it yet more 
uncommon to be bled with an Underftanding, 
in which all the Reprefentations of Things 
are abfolutely adequate to die Forms them- 
felves. But, notwithftanding this exquifite 
Juftnefs of Conception is granted to very few 
( if to any ) Mortals j yet, Ihould it be the 
Ambition of every Lover of Truth, to en- 
deavour to approach this Standard of a Ri^e 
Apprehenfion, as near as the Perfe^on of his 
Nature will allow. 

The VhiloHopher Heractitut was famous for 
faying» that he fearched into, and confulted 
Himfeif, on all Occafions ; that he was Self- 
taught J and traced out the fubtil Operations 
of Nature, by obferving the Appearances or 
the Refult of them, in his own Mind. This 
Habit of Reflexion gained him fo great a 
Veneration, that the Hiftorians fpeak with 
Admiration of his great Authority amongft 
the People. "When his Fellow-Citizens of 
EpheJuT banifhed his Companion Herinodoruf, 
who had governed their Affairs with the 
greateft Wifdom ; be declared it to be his 
Opinion, That all the Adv^t Epbefiafis merit- 
ed Death : And, that the City Ihould be left 

to 



to the rifing Generation ,* ^ce there wis 
hopes. They might receive Iqfiru^on : But^ 
that he defpaired of the Otiiens of Matuii* 
ty, vAo had confented to ijaniih their Beoe^ 
hStom for no other Rejifon^ but becanfe he 
was the beft Man amongft them. UeracUaa 
difdained to be the Law*giver of this d^nei* 
rate People, who could not bear the Prefenc^ 
of Men of great Abilities and Vertue, in their 
City; rightly fudging, that the fame Per* 
verienefsandNarrowne&ofMind, which made 
them jealous of entrufting Men of Senfe and 
Merit with the Government, would very pror 
bably defeat all his Counfels, and ofafinift the 
Influence even of the wifeft Laws. There* 
fore, he retired to the Temple of l>i(ma ; and 
thought it more honourable to play there 
widi the Children, than to fit at ^e Helm 
of Government with their abandoned Fathers. 
The World was once bleft with an Em- 
perour, who profeffed Philofopiiy : He ( as it 
appears by his Excellent Writings) endeavour- 
ed to re&ify his own Mind, by the continual 
Obfervation of what pafled within it i and, by 
this means, to found the Knowledge of Men 
and Things, and the Government of the 
World, in the Government and Knowledge 
ef himfelf. In Him,-^was Wifdom honoured t 

and 
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and in Him, wis adually feen, what Plato 
was tliougbt extravagant for imagining, That 
Philofophy couU even ciQ a Lnlltt upon 
Majefty, and give an additional Dignity to 
tlie greateft Prince. But then, it is to be 
lamented, that the Keign of the Imperial Phi- 
lolbpher, Marcus Antomnm, was not fu^cient 
fully to fliew, how happy Society might'be 
nude wder iuch a Gonmov, TJk fpecdy 
Defefiion 6am the Precepts of Philofephy 
under Ommodns ( countenanced by his dilTolutJ 
Manners ) Ihewed, the Multitude were not, 
in a faiall Compafs of Time, to be 
made fo throughly acquainted with the 
Charms of Wifdom, as to xtyt& {enfiial Eo- 
joyments, for the reHned Pleafutes of Realbni 
which are the fublime and elegant Satisfaftions 
only ofPerfons, who are (from Refleflion) 
coi^cious of their own Worthinels, and oc 
their Pre-eminence over the Unthinking 
Fart of Mankind. 



zyi T)!»< Free-Thin KER. N'lijl 



N''l4l. Friday, July ^i- 1719- 



DiOGEN. 5ni0f. 



• S it is not in the Power of Art to 
f exprefs m exadl Mathenutiul 
I Line; fo, probably, no Human Un* 
I derftanding ever came up to the 
Juftnefs of Apprehenfion, I have defcribed. 
Neverthelefs, the Standard ought not to be 
altered, and brought down to our Imperiec- 
dons; fince, themoft finiflied Model (hould 
always be propofed as a Pattern : And, there 
mnfi be a £xed Point of PerfeOion fettled, 
before we can calculate the Degrees of Defi- 
ciency or Variation from "it, in our own, or 
others, Underftandings. There ate Firft, Se- 
cond, and Third Rate Capacities; firom which 
we may count downwards through the lower 
Orders, 
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Orders, till we defcend t6 Minds almoft 
wholly deftitute of Apprehenfion, and which 
refleiS no Refeniblanees of the Objefts prefen^^ 
ted to them. Thefe Things confidered, I 
thought it neceffary to give my Difciples an 
Idea of a Right Underftanding ; to the Aecii"*- 
racy of which every Free-Thinker fhould en- 
deavour to approach, as near as he cari* 
There is no Danger of my Scholars learning 
to think too juftly, or (in my Phrafe) too Free- 
ly ; nor, that Men will too nicely examine in^ 
to the Truths of Philofophy i nor, that they, 
who are naturally unqualiiy*d, will labour be- 
yond their Strength after an Excellency, which 
is fet for out of their Reach. 

Every Eye is not made to difcern all vifibic 
Obje^s^ nor to bear every Degree 6f Light ^ 
neither j is the Mind of every Man formed to 
conceive all intelligible Notions : and, yet eve^ 
ry Eye, that has the ordinary Power of Sight, 
fees iufficiently for a Thoufand common Ufesj 
and the weakeft Sight may be affifted by 
Glafles : In the like manner^ there are fe\lr 
Apprehenfions, ^which may not be brought to 
conceive many ufeful Truths rightly* 

There are Underftandings, tvhich are by 
Nature formed incapable of making Advances 
in Knowledge, anfwerable to the reafonablc 

Vol.111, S Defircj 
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Defires of the Will, even with the AfTiftance 
and Dire^ion of the ableft Teachers. Such 
limited Capacities are not qualify 'd to enlarge 
the Bounds of Philofophy ; to explore the un- 
known R^ions of Learning ; to difcover what 
remains yet to compleat Arts and Sciences ,• 
nor, even to win back loft Provinces of Know- 
ledge, from the Encroachments of Ignorance. 
However, thefe fubordinate Underftandings, 
in their feveral Ranks, not only may be, but 
adually are, ferviceable j when, by a previous 
Self-examination, they apply their Attention 
to fuch Portions of Learning, as lie level to 
their Abilities, and come within the Sphere of 
their Adivity. Though their Speculations 
are confined within narrow Boundaries, yec 
there is • ftill fufficient Employment for their 
Ingenuity, by ftudying to perfeA and clear 
up their Notions on fuch Subje&s, as fall 
within their Comprehenfion. The Glory of 
New Inventions belongs but to Few ; the 
Praife of adding to them may be acquired 
by^ Many : And he, who cannot extend his 
Thought to great and general Views of 
Knowledge, may be very accurate in fome 
particular Study. It is not for every Mufi- 
cian to enrich his Art with original Compo- 

(itions j 
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(itions ; though, he may learn to perform on a 
particular Inftrument, to Perfeftion. 

Thus, in the Intelle^ual World there are 
Obje^s, Scenes and Profpe&s, to employ the 
Variety of Underftandings, fuitaWe to theit 
feveral difcerning Faculties j either, as the 
Sight of the Mind is ftrong or weak ,* or, as it 
fees Objei^s diftindly at a Diftancei or^ can 
only diftinguiih Thofe^ which are near. The 
Philoibpher of an open, dilated Genius may 9 
fafely, launch out into the boundlefs Expanfe 
of Thought ; and range with Pleafure through 
the vaft Regions of Speculation ; in which, a 
little Genius would be loft. Standing as it 
were in the Center, the Man of Genius views 
the Immenfe Ocean of Space, to which Na-r 
ture has decreed no Bounds. He- contem^ 
plates the Line of Duration, without any 
End forward, and backward without any Be- 
ginning. Where the Penetration of the Eye 
fails, he calls in the Affiftance of Glailes, by 
which he is enabled either to difcem the mi-* 
nuter Curioiities ^f Nature 5 or to lengthen 
out his Sight through Trads of jEtberj 
and to furvey the Encloiures in Space, fet 
out into Worlds, behind which unnumbered 
.Worlds exift, out of the Jurifdi^iion of Hu« 
man Knowledge. 
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It is in Philofophy, as it is in Trade * 
There are (and it is fit there Ihould be) 
Wholefale and Retail Dealers, in the One and 
in the Other. The great Merchant does not 
attend to little Advantages ; and the Philo- 
fophers of Superiour Faculties, and of the 
moft univerfal Knowledge, frequently over- 
look the ordinary Powers and Materials of 
Nature, and the more common Methods of 
employing them ,* fb that, by omitting to ap- 
ply the more obvious Parts of Knowledge to 
the Ufes of Life, they frequently fail in con- 
fummating the glorious Projefts, of which 
they had planned out the firft Defign. Here 
then, properly comes in the Affiftance of Per- 
fbns, whofe Studies have not lead them into 
the Mazes of general Science; but, whofe 
whole Obfervation has been confined within a 
narrow Compafs, and the Forces of their 
Mind contraded into one Point oi Attention- 
They (as they refpeftively apply themfelves) 
are able to reduce into Pradice the large fpe- 
culative Notions, which Men of refined Spi- 
rits, and of a comprehenfive Thought, are 
obliged to leave to their Ingenuity in Mecha- 
nicks. 

When, upon the Propofition, mentioned in 
my Hundred aad Eleventh Ledure, That Wa- 
ter 
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ter will rife almoft to the Height of the Foun- 
tain-Head in a Crooked Tube^ large Pipes of 
Lead were at firft made ufe of to convey 
Water through the Streets j in time, Artifts 
of inferiour Knowledge improved upon this 
Invention, by introducing bored Elms to be 
laid under ground ; which were neither fo ex* 
penfive, nor fiibjed to fo many Accidents, as 
Tubes of Metal 5 relerving the Leaden Pipes 
for the fmall Feathers^ laid into the feveral 
Houfes. The late Mr. Savery likewife, 
though he lias merited lai^ely from Pofterity 
by the Invention of an Engine, to perfaa 
which he was encouraged by a Law in his 
Favour j Neverthelefs, through his want of 
Knowledge in inferiour Workmanfliip, he 
was not fo happy as to fucceed in conipleat- 
irfg his fine and ufefiil Projeift of raifing and 
difcharging Water out of the deepeft Mine^, 
by the Force of Fire, fo as to prevent all Inun- 
dations of the Works under ground. Where- 
as, fince his Deceafc, a Perfcn, who was pofli- 
bly not capable of forming fuch a Project, but 
yet had good Experience in Works of that Na-* 
ture, has reduced his whole Defign into Prac-< 
tice, and perfeded this curious Engine fo far; 
as to make it of extraordinary Service, fo^ 
throwing up Water on all Qccafioas* 

S I Monday^ 
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promovef, 

TER.ENT. 



M**. F*ttl-THINKER, 3^(yi5. 1719, 

' glVE me Leave to recommend 

• a to your Cofllideration a Su^edt, 

* S which may inftmd one Part of 

< 5 your Readers, while it diverts 
f the other. The Subjefi, I mean, is The 

< vsrong Turn, man] Perfom giiK to tbiir 
' hdujlry. I knowr an honeft Gentleman, 
« who has lived upon Promifes, till he is 

* Grey ; and is growq Withered in the fruit- 
' lefs, aliiduous Search of a Poblick Eniploy- 
« ment. He is a Man of very moderate 

• Parts; of a Mercantile Education; but, dili- 
« gent to a Prodigy; and is already bleft with 
J a competent Fortune. >Vith thefe hopeftil 

' ' ; Talents, 
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Talents, he could not have failed of raifing 
a great Eftate in a Nation of Commerce, 
had he bent his Induftry and Ambition to 
ihine upon the Exchange. But, Alas! he 
has broken his natural Reft to attend Levies; 
had the Misfortune to be whifpered by a 
Lord Treafurer ; and unluckily (about fe- 
ven Years ago) his Name was publickly an- 
nexed to a Good Place, by a Miftake in the 
Poft'Boy. 

^ Since the fatal Publication of that flatter- 
ing Article of falfe News, he has doubled 
his Mifapplication ^ And at prefent, he (its 
up Three Nights in a Week, poring over, 
and tranfcribing out of. Books and Papers, 
what can never be of the leaft ufe to him- 
felf, or any Body elfe. His Family, who 
are WitneflTes of the Fatigues he undergoes, 
and are told by him, his Labours tend all to 
the Service of the Publick, are amazed that 
his Merit fhould go unrewarded ,* and im- 
pute the long Negle^ of him to the Cor- 
ruption and Ignorance of the Great. 

* The Man has a Formality in his Beha- 
viour, and a Severity in his Countenance, 
. which the Vulgar miftake for Wifdom ; He 
lives, deceived into the fame Opinion by 
.their Applaufesj carefully avoiding fuch 

S 4 Com- 
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' Company, as might awaken him out of this 
^ Dream of his Abilities. He had once the 
f Misfortune to print a Twelve-Penny Speci- 
< men of his Labours, which brought an Ex- 
^ planation upon his Ingenuity, no way to bis 
^ Advantage j though I hear, he has the Judg- 

* ment of his Barber ftill on his fide. Pray, 
f Mr. Free-Thinker y undeceive this Indefatiga- 
^ ble Gentleman, by letting him know, as he 
^ pretends to a Publick Spirit, that his Dili- 
^ gence might prove extreamly advantageous 
f to himfelf, and not ufelefs to Society, 
^ would he humble his Thoughts to their 
^ proper Pitch : Whereas, by his prefent Ap- 

* plications, he may grow blind ; but, never 
« famous or wealthy. 

^ The Son of Siracb has finely fet forth the 
f Uiefiilneis of the inferiour Occupations, in 

* Life ; in order to take Men oflF from Pur- 
^ fuits, which are not fuitable to their Con- 
^ dition or Education. After a very elegant 
^ Defcription of feveral Mechanical Trades, 
f he fays ^ All thefe truji to their Hands ; and 
f every one is wife in his Worh Without theje^ 
€ fannot a City be inhabited. And they Jhall not 
^ dmell where they willy nor go up and down. 

* They Jhall not be fought for in publick Counfel ; 
I nor fit hi^ in the Congregation : TUy Jhall not 
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Jit on the Judges Seat^ nor under jland the Sen^ 
fence of Judgment : They cannot declare Ju- 
ft ice and Judgment ; and they Jhall not be found 
where Parables are ffoken. But^ they will 
maintain the State of the World j and their De^ 
fire is in the Work of their Craft. 
^ Before I conclude, I muft farther intreat 
you, for the Good of the Community, to ad- 
moniih all the plodding, indocil Incumbents 
over Folios, not to waftj their Time and 
their Money, henceforward, upon Books j 
J>ut, to provide themfelves with proper 
Tools and Inftruments, to anfwer the Pur- 
pofes of Nature, by trufting to their Handsj 
and relieving their Brain from Studies^ to 
* which they were never deftined. I am. 

Tour Obedient Sernjant and WeU-wiJher^ 

J-T- 

I Postponed the Letter of this inge- 
nious and friendly Correfpondent to this Day i 
fbrefeeing, it would farther illuftrate the Do- 
drines infcribed dn the ^ Two Columns, I 
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have newly jSnifhed. As this (to the beft of 
my Remembrance) is the firft Sample, I have 
yet received, of the good Senfe of Mr. J. T. 
I make it my Requeft to him (for my Emo- 
lument, and his own Improvement) that he 
will frequently look into himielf and others ; 
and tranfmit his Obfervations, of every Kind, 

to me. 

This Gentleman's Letter plainly ihews, 
how ncceflary it if for every Man to become 
acquainted with himfelf, that he may not 
bowl through Life with a wrong Biafs. A 
diligent Hand doth not always make rich. 
The abovcmentioned miftaken Man is labo- 
rioufly idle ,• the more Pains he takes, the 
Icfs he thrives ^ and, unlefs he can learn to 
know himfelf, he is in a fair way to impove- 
rifli his Family, by the Sweat of his Brows. 

But, befide the fbrefaid Mifapplication^ 
there is another fort of faulty Diligence, 
which is as impertinent, though not fo com- 
mon, as the former. How many Men are 
there of incredible Application, whofe whole 
Ambition is to excell in Trifles, as difficult, as 
they are ufelefs i One fiiall pra&ice inceflantly 
to acquire the Habit of ftriking a true Circle, 
by the Gauge of his Hand ^ Another, to gain 

the 
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the Knack of flinging a fnoall Grain tln'ough 
the Eye of a Needle j and a Third pride him- 
felf upon the Renown of being able to lead a 
Flea captive in Chains : When, with the fame 
Induftry, rightly employ^, each of thefe Vir- 
tuofos might have grown eminent in fome 
ufefiil Dexterity. 

There are, likewife, (bme JPerfons of over- 
abundant Care, who for want of previous 
Reflexion, give themfelves up to a fuper- 
fluous Diligence ; and labour, without Re- 
laxation, to accompli fh what is already done 
to their Hands. I remember to have heard 
of a remarkable Inftance of this Kind of Folly 
in a zealous Proteftant, in the Reign of King 
Jamey the Second. When the Popiih Priefts 
began to appear openly in their Habits, in the 
Streets of London ; he concluded the Englijh 
Bible would not only be foon excluded the 
Churches, but totally deftroy'd, in a ihort 
time. Therefore, in the Sincerity of his 
Heart, he fet hunfelf the Task of tranfcribing 
every Day a Portion of the Canonical Books : 
And, when he had finiihed his Work, he 
communicated to a Friend the great Service, 
he had done to Religion ; ihewed him his 
Maaufcript, and faid -, he was going to bury 

• 

It 
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it iecretly under Ground ,■ in hopes^ it might 
in future Times be providentially brought to 
Light, when all the other Copies were redu- 
ced to Afhes. Hereupon, his Friend asked 
him } whether it would not have coft him le(s 
Pains, and anfwered bis Intentions more fully, 
to conceal a Number of printed Bibles in dif- 
ferent Places ? To which, the poor Man re- 
ply*d, with Aftoniflimentj That he never 
thou^t of the Expedient. 
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Utile dulci. 
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T is faid of the late Duke of Buck^ 
ingham^ who was famous for being 
equally lavifh of his Wit and his 
Money, that when he invited a 
fprightly mixt Company to dine with him, 
he would often have a concealed Amanuettfis 
to take Minutes of the Table-Talk ^ that, ia 
the Evening, he might divert his more inti- 
mate Companions with the feveral Digreffions, 
Incoherences, and odd Notions, which were 
ilarted at Dinner. It happened one Day, 
(as my Story goes) that one of the Guefts, 
who was a Chymift, while he was over-eager 
in an Argument, eat Salt with Powdered 
Beef, which the Reft of the Company thought 
had lain, too long, in the Brine. Hereupon a 
Mufician, who fat over-againft the Chymift, 
asked him i ii he could give a Reafon for his 

extraordinary 
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extraordinary manner of Diet : The Virtuofo 
(thinking it a Refle^on on his Profeflion to 
feem ignorant in the Ufe of Salts) reply 'dj 
the Beef was over-feafoned : And, a general 
Laughter ariiing upon his Anfwer, he grave- 
ly added ,• That Salt Beef, eaten with Salt, 
was as firefli as freih Beef ^ aj;id, in fome Re«- 
fpe&s, freiher : This Aphorifm, when it came 
to be read at Night, was (for the Singularity 
of it) thought worthy to be recorded, as a 
(landing Jefi upon the Adepts. 

This Pra^ice of the Duke's might be im- 
proved, to very good Purpofe, in the Even- 
ing-Converfations of ingenious Men ; who, in 
the Run of Difcourfe, often ftrike out Obfer^ 
vations, which they would be glad to recol^ 
led, the next Morning* To explain my felf, 
by an Example : Six Gentlemen (well met) 
fate, one Evening, over a moderate Bowl of 
Punch. ^ A Standifh and a Sheet of Paper 
^ lying on the Table (fays Bianco) will be 

* no Interruption to Good Fellowlhip : Who 
« knows, but we may give the Free-Thinker a 
^ Holiday, by throwing one Hour's Conver- 

* fation into fome Method ? We have not 
^ ftudicd, to converfe only like Brocaded 

* Things. Do we not know, that Men ac- 

* cuftomed to Think, can raife ufeful Re- 

^ fle(aions 
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^ flediions out of the flighteft Hints ?' The 
Motion was agreed to : When Fidelio propo- 
fed, for a Trial of Skill, that every other 
Perfon fhould tell a fliort Story ^ upon which, 
his Right-hand Man fhould be obliged to fur- 
niih fome uncommon Remarks. This Mo* 
tion was like wife aflcnted to ^ and they dr^w 
Lots : Whereby^ it was Blanco's Chance to be^ 
gin with a Story ,• which he introduced in the 
following Manner. 

^ I congratulate my felf doubly upon the 
Favourablenefs of my Lot 5 firft, in that the 
labouring Oar does not lie on me^ and 
next, that I have a Partner, whole Inven.- 
tion can adorn the moft barren Subjed. 
Therefore, I fliall not have recourfe to either 
Hiftory or Fidion, for a Story fraught with 
Inftru^ion ; but, give you a late Incident in 
Low Life (the Truth of which I can at- 
teft) feemingly of little Significancy* 
About the time of the late unnatural Rebels 
lion, there were Two Foot-Soldiers in Ire^ 
landy who, upon a Rejoicing Day, were 
greatly diftrefled for want of Powder, 
to exprefs their Joy. To their Misfori- 
tune, they contrived to get, by Stealth, 
into the Magazine belonging to their Bar- 
l radks; Where^^ finding no loofe Powder,- 

^ One 
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One of them had the Ingenuity to pierce a 
Barrel) with a red-hot Iron : Inftantly, the 
whole Store of Powder was blown up ; and 
Both the poor Wretches deftroyed. 
« I am pleafed, fays Euphuesy to obfervc 
the ftruggle there is between Mirth and 
Compaffion, in all your Countenances, upon 
this ridiculous Difafter. But, my Friend hais 
fet me a Task, of which I know not how I 
fliall be able to acquit my ftlf. ' Then, 
paufing a while, he faid ; « Wc need not be 
very much furprifed at the aukward Ingenuity 
of this fimple Fellow, if we conflder ,• that 
Politicians, Courtiers, Divines, Lawyers, 
Phyficians, and Merchants, are often guilty 
of as obvious and fatal Overfights, in their 
different Ways of Reafoning. How many go 
to work with improper Tools ? How many 
think by Halves ; and (like the Soldier) do 
not fee an Inch before them ? How many 
Controverfialifts (of late) have blown up 
the Caufe, they undertook to defend > In 
a word j every rafli, inconfiderate Man runs 
a red-hot Iron into a Barrel of Gun-Pow- 
der* 

When thefe Two Gentlemen had received 
the Thanks of the Company^ Irenarchus took 
his Turn next, faying : ^. I Ihall follow the 

I Example 
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Example of Bianco^ by taking likewife a 
Story in Low Life, to which I happened 
to be a Witnefs ; and I quefiion not, but 
my Right-hand Man will anfwer our Expeo- 
tations, in animadverting upon it. On the 
Eighth of June laft, there was an Execution 
of Five Malefaftours j and a Surgeon ob^ 
tained one of the Bodies, to be diffe&edJ 
The Body was convey 'd to his Houfe 1 
though not fo privately, but fome of th^ 
Populace got Notice of it ; and the Widow 
of the Deceafed was fbon informed, whero 
the Corps of her very late Husband lay* 
The Woman came immediately to the Sur.- 
geon s Houie, attended with a clamorous 
Retinue, to refcue the dead Body of her 
Husband from the Terrours of Anatomy; 
The Surgeon, thinking ihe might be mifta^ 
ken, iufiered her to go up into the Garret 
to view the Corps. She immediately, 
threw herfelf upon the Body, embracing 
and kiifing it, with the utmofl Signs o£ 
Grief and Fondnefs^ and was not forced 
from it, without great Difficulty. In the 
mean time, the Family being apprehenfivc 
of Mifchief from the unruly Voffe^ without- 
Doors i they gave the poor Woman a ShiJ- 
< ling to aifwage her Paffioh, and fend her 

*" Vot. m. X .Vaway 
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away in better Temper. Hereupon, her 
Countenance inftantly changed ; file fpit in 
her Hand ; put the Money into her Pocket ; 
and faid, It war the ontf Shillings fie bad ever 
got by himy fince her Mamage. She confent- 
ed to let them ufe the Body, as they 
pleaiedj and promifed to come, the next 
Day, to fee the Operation. 
* My Leader's Narration (fays Laertet) has 
juftly thrown a Mixture of Indignation and 
Surprife into your Smiles. The ({range, and 
almoft incredible. Behaviour of this Wo- 
man, brings to my Mind fome Refledion^ 
I have formerly made upon Mankind. Per- 
(bns of refined Spirits and iublime Notions, 
and whofe Birth and Education has placed 
them too high to look into the Meaneffes of 
their own Species, cannot readily conceive 
there fliould be fuch a Vulgarity in Human 
Nature, as has been fiiewn us by Irenarcbm. 
On the other Hand ^ bafe, degenerate Souls, 
bred in Ignorance and Diflionour, are inca- 
pable of comprehending the Excellencies 
and the Sublimities of an Heroick Mind : 
And, when fuch Earthlings hear, or read, of 
a gallant Adion or a noble Paffion, they un- 
piediately conclude it to be all Romance . 
invented to lead the Creduldus out of the 

I Pradice 



^ Praaice of the World. Thus^ one Part of 

• Mankind is placed, as it were, oiit 6f Sight 
< of the Other : And the Philofopher only, 

* who refleds much upon the Vertues and the 

• Vices of Men, can diftin<aiy difcern the 

* Two Extremes of Life. 

• 

Tbefe Two Gentlemen were, likewife, ap- 
plauded for their Performance: And, when 
the Company had drank round, Fidelio began, 
as follows. * The Story, which occurs to 
me, is in High Life : Neverthelefs, it ihall 
iK)t rife in Dignity above either of the Two 
foregoing Pieces i that my Affociate may not 
be deprived of the Glory of throwing out 
uleful Refiedions, on no important Subjei^. 
A Correfpondent of mine in the Northern 
Parts of Europe^ in one of his Letters, en- 
tertained me with an Account of fome 
Rope-Dancersj that came (laft Winter) to 
the City, where the Court then refided. 
Thefe Vagabonds liad the Honour to ihew 
their Feats of Afiivity before the Sovereign 
of the Countrey: And, his Majefty being 
highly delighted with their Performances j 
the Nobles likewife, in complaifknce to 
their Mafter, attended thefe Exercifes : But^ 
their Hearts were forrowful, when they per- 
^ ceived their Prince took a particular Liking 

T a ! to 
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« to thefe Foreign Agilities. And why? 

* Truly, becaufe they feared his Majefty 
^ would oblige them, at the Hazard of their 

* Limbs, to learn to dance upon the Ropes, 

* for his Diverfion. 

^ You have juftly applauded this Ihort Ar- 
^ tide of News with a genuine, unmixt 

* Laughter ; fays Eutrapelus, . I can hardly 

* perfwade my felf to interrupt your Mirth 

* with any thing ferious upon it* However, to 
^ conform to Rules j What endlefs Fears and 
^ Jealoufies muft alarm the Subjeds of a De- 

* fpotick Prince, who is no great Philofo- 

* pher! They die beneath his Frowns,- and 
^ they live in Terrour under his Smiles: 
^ There is no certain Method of foftening the 
^ One, nor of fixing the Other j fince, they 
^ are both influenced by the Capricioufnefs of 
« a Will, that afts without ControlL The 
^ Grandees^ who are more immediately under 
^ his Eye, are in more confpicuous Danger 
^ than the inferiour People, who efcape his 
^ Notice. All are Slaves alike ^ and the No^ 
I bleman is but the Fore-Horfe in the Team. 



Monday^ 
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To the FREE-THINKER. 

S IRy July 30. 171P. 

Y how much the Soul is more 
noble and generous, by fo much 
is the Force of Paffion more dan- 
gerous. There lived not a bra- 
ver Man, than Dorillus : His Senfe, his Good 
Nature, and his Affability, highly recom- 
mended him to all, vi'ho knew him. In 
the Field, there was not a more intrepid, 
nor a more judicious, Officer : Affedionate 
towards his Friends 5 diverting and inftruc- 
tive, in his Convcrfation. The only Un- 
happinefs of his Life was, his adoring the 
only Woman, that difregarded him. As 
his Admiration and Love, fo her Scorn and 

T 3 « Aver- 
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Averfion, incrcafed: Till at laft, flie told 
him i if he would make her happy, be muft 
refolve never to lee her more. He vowed ; 
Then, flie fliould be happy : And, iinme* 
diately withdrew. He no (ooner came iota 
his own Apartment, but (the Lady*s Ua- 
kindnefs over-powering his Reafon) be writ 
the followiog Letter ; and fent it by bis 
Servant* 

Cruel Eubosia^ 
yHf unfortunate Dorillus has effeSluaUj 
•* performed bis Prtmifiy and fecured your 
Happinefs^ In the agteeable Moment ^ youjhall 
read This, Imfiruggling with the Pangs of 
Death The fame Hand^ that guides the Pen 
in thefe Lines ^ will^ before you have perufcd 
thcmy guide a trufty Swordy to the Part where 
all my Torments dwelU 

« 0, Eydofia, ^ou have made my St^erings 
great; but you have taken Care^ they jhould not 
be lafting ! I blefs my DejUny^ pronounced by 
you J fince^ it relieves me from the Unhindnefs if 
One^ I hved beyond all thijoys of Life. My 
latefi Wijhes are^ that your Merit may make 
you happy with a Ma», xvorthier of your Af 
I fe^ionsy than 
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' The Lady havmg run her Eye haftily 
over the Letter j the Servant, who brought 
it, was inftantly difpatched away, to pre- 
vent his Mafter's Purpofe : But, Alas, too 
late I For, he found him dead, upon his 
Sword. When the unwelcome News was 
carried back to Eudofia^ her Heart was troMr 
bled beyond Meafure, and her Eyes over- 
flowed with a Iruitlefs Compaflion. But 
(till, in the midft of her Grief, ihe declared 
it impoifible for her, ever to love DoriUuf ; 
though ihe believed him, tlie braveft Man 
on Earth: Neverthelefi ; fince it was not 
in her Power to place her Love upon the 
Perfon, who moft deferved it ; no Man li- 
ving ihould ever poffefs it. From the gayeft 
Woman, flie became the moft referved and 
retired ] gave not the leaft Countenance to 
the Addrefles of any of her numerous Ad- 
mirers ; and, in a fliort Time, fecluded her 
5 felf from the World, in a Nunnery. 

Whether this Tragical Love-Story be 
old or new ; whether it may be a Fidion (as 
I hope it is) or a true Account ; I am not 
able to determine. The Perfon, who ad- 
drefled it to the Free-Thinker^ has not cleared 

T 4 up 
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up my Doubts by any Circuniftance, nor fup- 
ported his Narration by any Authority more, 
than what appears to my Readers. Neverthe- 
lefs, as there is nothing improbable in this 
fliort Narrative, and as the reading of it for- 
ni£hed me with fome Reflexions, which I 
cannot afford to lofe ; I refolved to give it to 
the Publick. Befides, there is not any Occa- 
fion of Thinking, in which I take greater 
Delight, than in Philofophizing on the Paf- 
fions : Since the Knowledge, and the Goverti- 
* inent, of them is equally diflficult ; at the 
fame time that, both the one, and 
the other, is univerfally of Ufe to every 
Age, to either Sex, ;is well as to every Rank 
and Profelfionr 

I. A great and generous Spirit (as we fee 
in Dorillus) is indeed liable to vehement Paf- 
^ons i as a fiill and vigorous Health is fubje^ 
to the moft outrageous Fevers. A more than 
ordinary Temperance is requifite to preferve 
fuch a Conftitution of Body; and fuch a 
Temper of Mind is never fafe, but under the 
conftant Checks of the fobereft Refle^aion* 
A high-mettled Horfe requires a skilful Ri- 
der j and a gallant Soul, the Management of 
{( Philofopher. Learn, therefore, to know 
thy felf betimes j that thou mayeft not raflily 

apply 
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apply the Spur to a prevailing Paffion, which 
perpetually demands the Curb. This is a 
hard Leflbn ; but, the Task is glorious : Sub- 
due thy own Defires ,- be the Sovereign of thy 
Paffions : And, let who will boaft of Con- 
quering the World j Thou haft fet thy felf 
above it. 

1. EudoficCs fettled Scorn fhews us, that 
Merit is no Plea in Love : A Truth mani- 
fefted by numberleis Examples ; and known. 
Time out of Mind, in this Ifland, as appears 
by our Proverb, That KiJJing goes by Fan)our. 
Upon this Topick, the Fair Sex has been 
conftantly fatyrizcd, by their Admirers : Nei- 
ther, will it fuit with my Impartiality to at- 
tempt to clear them of this Reproach 5 but, I 
can fafely obferve, that the Men are, in this 
Failing, as frail as the Women; as unac- 
countable in their Averfions, and in their Li- 
kings ; and, that Love blinds as many Males^ 
as Females. In vain often, do Both Stxts 
plead their Merit, either from their long Ser- 
vices, or the Conftancy of their Paffion. In 
vain often, is Birth and Education, Wit and 
Beauty, Good Senfe, Comelinefs of Pcrfbn, 
Sweetnefs of Temper, Vertue, Integrity and 
, Fidelity, confpicuous in the Nymph, as well 
as in the Swain* Many Ladies dote on a 

Fop, 
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Fof^ or a Coxcomb ; and as many Gentle- 
men die for a Wanton, or a Coquette : And 
tiie fame idle Charms, by *whicli the gay 
ViunpUlus enfnared the prudelike Honaria^ are 
as powerful in Corinna to captivate the grave 

3.' AH, who read the foregoing Story, will 
immediately condemn the Raiknefs of jyarH- 
lus : But Few (I doubt) are free enough 
from Prejudice, to confider the hady Reib- 
lution of Eudofia^ in its true Light. DariUur 
is guilty of an irreparable Injury to his Fami- 
ly, to his Prince, to his Countrey, by cut- 
ting ihort a valuable Life : Eudefia has, like- 
wile, thrown away a valuable Life 1 is loft to 
her Family, and become unprofitable to So- 
ciety. The One lies immured in a Monu- 
ment J the Other, buried in a Cloyfter j and 
Both are Dead to the World. Few will 
dare to imitate the unwarrantable Pradice of 
Varillnf : Multitudes will glory in the unrea- 
fonable Superflition of Eudofia : £ut, to an 
impartial Judgment, thefe are, in Efled, 
Two Inftances of Self-Murder ; only under 
different Appearances* 
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N<^ 14.(5. Friday^ jiugup:i/^ 1719. 



Vel quia nil reSlum^ nifi quod placuitjibi^ ducunt j 
Vel quia turpe futMt parere mimrilmf ; ^, qwt 
hnberbes didicere, [ems perdenda fateri. 

H O R A T. 
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HERE is no preventing Miftakes 
and Irregularities, in any kind of 
Bufinefs. The following Letter 
came not to my Hands, till the 
Sixth inftant ; for which NegleA, I have Rea« 
fon to be more concerned, than the Gentle^ 
man, who wrote it : Since, I have loft the In* 
tereft of a Piece of good Senfe, for near 
Three Months. 



5 J R, Oxfordy May 11. 171^. 

* A Mongft the ieveral Vifcouragementf cf 
^ x\. Leamiugy which you luve confidered 
^ in an ingenious "^ Courfe of Ledures, on that 

p— — ^— ^^^^^^^w — « . 1 n il ■■■ I 1^1 ■ I II I — t^M^^^a^^^— I— 

*N^ 8j, 87, 8j,ji, III, 113, nj, 117. 

I Subjea i 
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Subje&j I do' not remember, that you have 
taken any Notice of One, which is too com- 
mon: I mean, the Imputation of being 1^/^ 
in oar own Conceit. 

* As Free-Thinking (which is the impartial 
Ufe of our Reafon) confifls in throwing 
off all the Prejudices and wrong Impreffions 
of Cuftom and Education, and in examining 
the Nature of Things, without admitting a 
Majority of Opinions for the Evidence of 
any Truth ; fo it will, for ever, meet with 
Oppofition from thofe narrow-minded Men> 
who are refolved to know no more, than 
their Fathers knew, and to rejed every No- 
tion, that innovates upon their Underftan- 
ding. Accordingly we find, that when any 
Perfon, out of a benevolent Regard to Man- 
kind, endeavours to improve or enlarge the 
fcanty Stock of Human Knowledge, and 
fteps over the common Line of Prejudice,- 
he draws upon him a malignant Multitude 
of ScioUfif^ who grow jealous of bis fupe- 
riour Abilities, and reward his generous 
Labours for them, with the invidious Cha- 
ra^er of being Wife in his own Conceit. 

^ This ungrateful Treatment of learned and 
ingenious Men deferves the utmoft Con- 
tempt of every one, who does not wifli to 

• fee 
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fee usrelapfe into the fame deplorable State 
of Ignorance and Barbarifm, from which 
we have been recovering, but a few Ages. 
It cannot be doubted, that the World has 
been deprived of many noble Produdions^ 
by this prevalent Malignity : For, the Fear- 
ftilnefs and the Modefty of a great many 
Gentlemen, of the fineft Parts, will not fuf- 
fer them to run the Rifque of becoming 
Authours ; which obliges them to carry their 
Knovvledge along with them to the Grave. 
It is very probable, the Number of great 
Men, who have enlightened the Nation, 
would have been more than double, had 
they not been deterred from publifhing their 
Knowledge, by the unpleafing Reflexion, 
that they Ihould be thought Jf^ife in their 
own Conceit. 

^ But, there is no Study, in which a Man 
is more liable to this Imputation, than in 
his Enquiries into Religion. It being a! 
common Opinion, that no Government can 
fubfift without fome particular EftabUJhed 
Fortn of JVorJhip ; it too often happens, that 
Ambition in fome, and Ignorance in othersj 
perverts the Original Inftitution of Religion 
from Divine, to Human, Purpofes: And, 
I whe)^ once fuch a Corruption is become ge- 

' neral 
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< oeral among the Clergy, liow eafy is it for 

* tfaem to implant in the People any Princi- 

* pies, that may be moil ferviceable to their 
' fclfiih Defigns f We may fee, in Piga*, in 

< Mahomttm, and in Ptfifi) Countries, hovr 

* tealous the People are (at the Abfurdities 

* in which they have been educated j and how 

* implacably a&ive againft thole, who at' 
« tempt to Ihew them either the Errouts, or 
« the Impieties, of (what they call) their 

< Eftablified Church. 

< Reformations in Rel^lon, how juft and 
« reafonable foever, are always attended with 

< the feverefl Difficulties and Dircouragc 

< rants. The Man, who enters upon i 

* Work fo dangeroufly Good, muft arm Hinv- 

< felf with Courage and Refolutionj fo as 
« to be able to fupport the worft Ufage, 

* the moil inhuman Periecution, as well as 
' patiently to bear the keeneft Reproaches, 

* and the vileft Calumnies, from Superilitious 
' Bigots. It was an ObjeAion againft Clri^ 

* and his AfoJiUs ; it was an ObjeAion againll 

* our glorious Reformert j and it iliU continues 

* an Objeftion againft fome excellent Prttatei 
' and Dhmes ; That they are IVife in tbeir 
' ewn CoiKeit. 

• Thefe 
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* Thefe Thoughts, Mt.Tree-Thinker^ were 
occafioned by a Sermon, preached Yefterday 
before this IJniverfity. I was forry to find 
a Man of Charader for good Senfe and 
Learning give into the indecent Pradice of 
railing in the Pulpit- againft his Superiours, 
by giving an Edge to a general Text, 
and direfting it againft Particular Perfons^ 
I would only defire this Preacher to confi. 
der, that the Accufation, he broi^ht againft 
fome worthy Perfons, of being Wife in their 
own Conceit^ might with much greater Jii- 
ftice be fixed upon another Tribe, Let any 
impartial Man determine, who are more 
Wife in their own Conceit ; Thofe, who with 
a rational Humility (as fallible Men) enter- 
tain in their Breafts a Religious 'Doubting^ 
and judge charitably of all Chriftians, that 
differ from them j or They, who prefump- 
tuoufly pronounce Themfelves, alone, in the 
Right ^ and command All, under Pain of 
Damnation, to fubmit to their arbitrary 
I Decifions. I am. 



SIR, 



Tour conftant Reader, 

Philalethes. 
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My FeBoTV-Labourery Augufi 13. 17 19* 

IN that continued Line of Lcftiires, which 
tends more immediately to the Support 
of Truth, and to promote the free Study 
of Arts and Sciences, I have difcouried hi- 
therto only in very General Terms 5 that 
the Multitude of my Readers may more 
readily comprehend me, when I ihall (in 
due time) defcend to Particulars. If, then, 
you will be pleafed to turn to die fecond 
Sedion of the Hundred and Thirteenth, 
and to the Conclufion of the Hundred and 
Seventeenth, Paper 5 you will find, that I 
have in general Words hinted at the Dis- 
couragement of Learning) which you have 
particularized with great Judgment and Ii^ 
genuity. 

There is, indeed, in the Republick of 
Letters, a fevere OJlracifmy eftabliihed, by 
an almoft univerfal Confentj by which the 
Men of a diftinguiflied Merit, are, in a 
manner, baniflied from their Studies. The 
Ignorant and the Difingenuous Students 
have entred into a fhameful Combination 
againft the Free Enquirers. What Expe- 
dient, then, remains for us Philofophers, but 

to 
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to exhort one another (as Cicero exhorted his 
Fellow-Citizens never to defpair of the 
Common-wealth) more earneftly. to fight the 
Battles of Truth, and to raife our Refolutioa 
above the Teeming Defperatenefs of our 
Caufe. Let us clofe our Ranks, and bear, 
down the undifcipUhed Multitude, in a 
firm, compa&ed Phalanx* Let us rift, and 
quit our felves like Men. If our Hearts 
£iil us in the Day of Adverfity, our Cou- 
rage is but fnuiU* We are Free Men, and 
Proteftants : Neither the Laws of our Coun- 
trey, nor the Religion we profefs, oblige 
us to lay down the Weapons of Reafon, 
and to fign . a diihonourable Peace with the 
Bond-Men of Ignorance and Superftition* 
At leaft, if we cannot yet extend our Con- 
quefts } let us maintain the Provinces of 
Knowledge, which our Fore-Fathers gained 
by Dint of Argument, in Defiance of the 
DiTcouragements of Bigotry, armed with 
Perfecution.. 

I fhall, in a proper Time, confider the 
Art^ the Ufe, and the Abufe, of Preach- 
ing ; as I have already * promiied : For 



Mk 



Vol. IU. U which 



JCXJ 7J!w Free-Thinker. N°i4rf 

wfaicfa Reafon, I a prefent omit the Obfer- 
ntioos, which I migbt jofily nuke upon 
die lattet Part of your Letter. I hope 
the Accident, which hu lb long deprived 
Die of the Satiifiifiion of icknowlei^g 
the Btveur of yonr Conefpondence, will 
dot inclinb you to he ( hereafter ) unraiiid- 
M of, 

SIR, 

Tour moji oiligei mi 

mcft ohdiott SenuHt, 

The Futt-TBiWKt*. 
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N** 147. Mofday, ^*^*tft I7- 17^9^ 

Anibus ingemtif forma jmvmda bona eft. 

O V I D# 
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OR the farther Encouragetnent of 
my Female Difciples (fays the Free- 
Thinker in the Third Paper) I po- 
fofe^ in the Vrogrefs of my Lecture fy 
TO enlarge their Factdtiefy and open their Thoughts 
by Degrees; fo asy in the Endy to fet them upon 
the Level with my mm SeXy in our boafted 
Superiority of Reafon. 

Ever fince I made this Promife, I have been 
mindful of the Ladies in all my Philoibphical 
Ledures, by delivering (be moft abftra^ed 
Notions in familiar Terms. I have like wife 
employed the Colouring of Metaphors^ Simi- 
litiKies, lUuftrations and Atlufions ; fo as, by 
the lights and Shades of Language, to image 
out the Prmciples of Knowledge, and to paint 
to the UnderftaodiDg thofe Truths of Pbilo^ 

U 2 fophy^ 
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fophy, which are darkly traced in the Works 
of the Learned. For this Reafon, I have 
(from time to time) called upon my Coun- 
trey- Women, to give me their Attention: 
And, it is with Pleafure I learn, that my La- 
bour is not loft. However, fince I am in- 
formed, that Many of my Fair Pupils have, 
by undervaluing their Capacities, wholly neg- 
leded thofe Difcourfes, which would turn 
moft to their Advantage and Glory ; before I 
proceed farther in the general Openings of 
the Mind (which I hope to £nt&, when I 
have compleated the Porch of Knowledge) I 
ihall, in this and the enfuing Paper, endea- 
vour to excite All, but the Dunces of the 
Sex, not to flight the Opportunity offered to 
them of embellifliing their Undedlandings ; 
and to confider Themlelves, not only as 
Beautiful, but likewife as Rational, Crea- 
tures. 

And, why ihould not Women leam to Phi- 
lofophize ? It would be a New Faihion : But, 
that Objeftion (methinks) is alone fufficient 
to recommend the Propofal, were it never fo 
extravagant. It would, indeed, be a new 
Faihion in GreauBrhain : But, it was Com- 
mon amongft the Greek and Roman Ladies* 
It was likewife very Falhionable amongft the 

Trench 
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French Ladies, till of late, to apply them- 
felves to Knowledge 5 and feveral Treatifes 
of Philofopby were written, for their Inftruc- 
tion, in their Native Language. And, fliall 
our Females, who have copied moft of the 
French Levities to Admiration, not attempt 
to rival their Neighbours in one Excellency ? 
Let them but try the natural Force of their 
Ingenuity in Liberal Amufements ; and I dare 
engage, they will as far exceed the Female 
Students of France in every kind of Learning, 
as they furpafs them in all the genuine 
Charms of Beauty. 

If our lovely Spinfters, who have as much 
Leifure and as good Eyes for Reading, as our 
Youths have, did but know the Pleafures of 
found Knpwledge, they would find the Fi-' 
&ions of Novels and Romances to be infipid 
Amufements, compared to the Realities of 
Philofophy : And, by that time 'the Free- 
Thinker grows as Voluminous, as the Grand 
Ofrus i he does not queftion, but he ihall be 
honoured with a Shelf in every Virgin's Clo- 
fet J and be thought a more entertaining Au- 
thour. When this defirable Period of Time 
fliall be accompliflied, our young Gallants 
fliall no longer glory in their Ignorance j but, 
every Lover fliall think it reqiiifite to furnifh 

U 3 himfeU 
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liimielf with a Competency of Comniati 
Setife. The frank PhiloTopher fiiall be the fa« 
vourite Suiter ; and the rich Heir, furrouoded 
wkb Prejudices, ihali be reckoned a Hideoisf 
Creature in his gilt Chariot. 

By this Means, a mutual Emulation will 
be kindled between the refined Part of Both 
Sexes i each contending, which ihail becodie 
moft Reafonable. Love and Wifdom fiutt 
dwell in the fame Breaft ; Domeftick Jars be 
converted into pleafing Debates ; and Children 
improve in Vertue and Knowledge, from the 
Table-Talk of their Parents. Then, do I 
fee the Declenfion of Piquet and Ombre, of 
Baflet and Hazard ; the RedudUon of Hoop^ 
Petticoats ; and the final Abolition of Maf^ 
querades. 

The groundlefs Fean and Apprehenfions, 
the fuddain Frights upon trivial Accidents, 
the tyrannizing Paflioiis, and the Dejeftion of 
Spirits, to which Women are ful^e&, in a more 
extraordinary Degree than Men, are ftrong 
Motives to induce them to fly early to Phi- 
lofophy, for Refuge from thefe dreadhil Ca* 
lamities, which grow more importunate by 
being indulged. A delicate Imagination, that 
is not fortify'd on all fides by Reafbn, i$ per- 
petually haunted with a Thoufond idle, di- 

flrading 
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htiAkig Appearances : And, by bow much « 
Female Mind is of a more delicate Make, 
thaii the Male ; by fa much, does it ftana 
more in need of a rational Habit of Thinking^ 
to fecure its Happinefs. 

To infpire my fair Pupils with the Love of 
Truth, and to make t4iem ambitious after 
Knowledge; i have (for their next fitidafs 
Entertainqient) extra^ed from Ancient Hi* 
fiories the ihining Ch^ra^er of an Emprefs, 
who excelled the Men of her Age in L^armng^ 
and the Women in Beauty. In the mean 
time, I ihall clofe this Half-Sheet, by apply- 
ing my felf to Parents in General, to turn 
the Hearts of their Daughters to know Wif» 
dofn^ and InftruSiiony to perceive the Words of 
Underflanding. Jherf is no . Deformity in 
Knowledge j i^ qei^ber disfigures the Features, 
nor wrinkles the 61(jn, qor f|>pils the Com- 
plexion : On thf pther hand, a beauteous 
Simpleton never opfns her Lips, but the 
Charms of her Face all vaniih in the Prefence 
of Reafon, like Snow before the Sun. Let it 
like wife be confidered, that Learning is the 
cheapeft Amufement ; and that a good Book 
may be purchafed for the Price of a Pack of 
Cards. The Maftersof Sciences are, likewife, 
to be procured at very reafonable Rates: 

U 4 The 
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The free-Thinker teaches regularly a whole 
Family twice a Week, for Four-Pence j and 
a Dancing Mailer (I (peak it with R^ret) is 
paid for one LelTon more, than He receives 
for a Qiiarter^s Infiru^on. Laflly, to ant- 
mate the young Ladies to be Tedulous in 
the Peruial of my Pbilofophical Le^ures ; 1 
will undertake to enable them, in a few 
Months more, I do not fay to pofe their 
Brothers j but to judge, whether they have 
mii^mploy'd theii Time, at the Univer^ 
(ties. 
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N*'I48. Friday, Augufili. 17 19. 

'"'^^Non iUa loco^ neque origine gentis 
Qara^ fed arte fuit. 







HEN the Emperour Theodcfius 
(the Younger) had refolved upon 
making Choice of a Confort ; he 
would often advife with his 
Sifter Pulcberia Augufia^ concerning a proper 
Perfon. Pulcberia gave up her whole Time 
and Attention to enquire out a worthy Part- 
ner of her Brother's Bed, amongft the Num- 
ber of young Ladies, of Noble or of Royal 
Blood, whom ihe (in this View) educated 
within the Palace, under her own Infpedion. 
Tbeodofius had declared to his Sifter, that his 
Pefire was to have a Virgin of fuch extraor- 
dinary Beauty, as might e^lipfe the Luftre of 

all 
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all the bright Damfels of Confiatttinopk ; and, 
if lMfi()tS9 iktt W9$ e( a Roy«l (.tiwagr, that 
he ftQ«l4 b« the letter pltafed : Sut that, in 
his Eftimation, neither Noblenefs of Birth, nor 
Royal Defcent, nor the Addition of Wealth, 
ihould come in Competition with Beauty. 
For that, upon the Whole, let her Family be 
never fo obfcure, the .Virgin of the moft 
finiihed Charms, ihould be his Bride. The 
Empeiour*s Relblution being fully known, in 
this particular ; Pidcheria difpatched Perfons of 
Judgment into all Parts of the World, in queft 
of Beauty : And 'PtuAmm^ a yeong Faveu- 
rite Courtier (who had been educated in the 
Palace with Tbeodofiur) ftudy'd liKewife to 
gratify his Mafter*s Inclinations, and madie his 
Addreffes every where amongft the L%4i»$i to 
find out a matchlefs Maid. 

About this Time, it came to pafs, that ^he- 
nai't ( a Qr^tf* Virgin, of exquifite Make and 
Feature, Vid extraordinary Learning ) came to 
Conft^fitinople, upon the following Occafion. 
Her Father, who was a very learned Man, had 
inferted the fubfequent Claufe in his WHl: 

* 1 glve> to my dearly beloved Daughter, 

* only one Hundred Pieces of Money j be- 
< caule her Beauty, and her Erudition, in 
« which file excells her whole Sex, will be a 

* fufficient 
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« {xAcknt Portion to her. When the Will 
came to be opened^ upon the Fathei's Deceafig^ 
and jkhenatf faw» fhe was in exprefs Words 
cut off from her fiill Share of the Inheritance ; , 
file appty'd herfelf for Rediefs to her two 
Brothers, who were made Co-Heirs. She 
bung upon their Kiiee% befteching them, that 
tbey would not iofift ^pon the Inequality of 
the Will i but» fufler her to come in for the 
Third Part of her Father's Eftate ; fince they 
knew, file did not deferve to be difinheriied 
fay the leaft Forfeiture in her Duty towards 
him. Neverthelefs, her Brothers were inexoca* 
ble: Tbey not only flighted the Petition of 
their Sifter ; but, in their Anger, turned her 
out of her Father's Houfo. 

Hereupon, AihemSs fled to her Aunt, by 
the Mother's fide ; who not only entertained 
her, as her Ward; butg^ve her ProtJeAton> 
as a Vitgin« This Lady conduced her to her 
Father's Sifter ; and, both the Aunts agreebg 
to undertake the Cauie of tl^tir fair Niece, 
they commenced a Suit againft her Brothers; 
They acquainted the moft religious Princefs 
Tulcheria^ of the fevere Ufage, ftie had met 
with from her own Brothers ; and, at the fame 
Time, took an Opportunity to comnaend 
Atbenais for her Eloquence. 

When 
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When Pukheria found ihe was a Damfel of 
extraordinary Beauty, Learning, and Elo- 
quence; ihe asked her Relations, whether 
flic was a Virgin^ The Princefs being 
thoroughly informed of the great Care the 
Father of Atbenais had taken of her Chaftity, 
and how flie had been trained up, by hun^ in a 
long and regular Inftj^tion of Philofophy; 
Orders were given, ihe ihould be entertained 
in the Palace amongft the Ladies, whom 
Pukheria had affembled : And her Aunts were 
dihnSkd with an Affurance, that their Peti- 
tions ihould be granted. When the Prince^ 
heard the beautiful Stranger make her own 
Complaint, and relate the Circumftances of 
her injurious Treatment, and her ConduA up- 
on it i ihe was fufficiently convinced of her 
Eloquence, of her Prudence, and the ad- 
mirable Dexterity, with which ihe had 
managed her own AflPairs. Upon this, ihe 
determined to ufe her Endeavours to marry 
Atbenais to the Emperour : And, to promote 
her Defign, ihe acquainted him, that ihe had 
at lail found an unblemiihed young Virgin, of 
an exquifite Form : Her Fore-head fair and 
fmooth; her Lineaments lovely,- her Fea- 
tures regular j her Skin white as Snow ,• her 
Eyes large J her Hair flowing in yellow 

Gurlsj 
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Curls ; her Air uncommon ; Woman-like in 
her Motion ; Learned^ and of Greek Exr 
tra^ion. 

The youthful Tkeod^us was fired with the 
Defcription of fo conipleat a Beauty : When, 
fending for his Friend and Favourite Vaulinus^ 
he defired his Sifter to appoint Athenais an 
Audience in her Apartment, under the Pre- 
tence of fpeaking with her about her own 
Bufinefsj that, by this means. He and his Fa- 
vourite might behold her unveiled. She 
was accordingly introduced into the Apart- 
ment of the Princefs ,• Where Theodofius view- 
ed her, with Raptures ; and Paulinufy with 
Aftoniihment. Soon after, ihe was converted 
to Chrifiianity ; for, ihe had been bred a 
Pagan, of the Greek Religion. Hereupon^ 
Vtdcheria fent for Atticus the Bifhop to bap* 
tize her, by the Name of Eudocia : And, 
immediately after, ihe was married to the 
Emperour. 

Eudocia^ the Emprefs, was a Perfon of very 
extraordinary natural Abilities; which ihe 
had improved by all Kinds of Latiriy as well 
as Greeky Literature. She was Miftrefs of 
both the A&ive and Contemplative Parts of 
Philofbphy : She perfeAly underftood the 
Art of Speaking eloquently, and of Reafoning 

juftly ; 
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iMy; tnd kiiew the Methods of Praving 
and Convincing by AiguiaeatSy as weil as- of 
Refuting Adveriaries; in which, no Man 
was ever (b great a Rrofident. She attained 
to a more per&A Knowledge of Aftronomy, 
of Geometry, and of the Proporcions of 
Numbers, than any one could boaft <^, is 
her Time. To tbefe Accomplifliments, file 
added the Skill dF Poetry : And, while 
many Bimocis Orattmrs publiflied Panegy- 
ricks on Theod^fius^ for Ins ViOory over ^e 
Perfians ; the Emprefs compofed Poems, in 
Heroick Verfe, on the fame Occafion. For 
thefe and other Poetical Works, flie was fo 
much celebrated, that Two of the Hiftorians 
llyle her the Poety while the reft call her the 
Pbikfopher. 

I muft not omit to mention one Paflage 
more, to the Honour of Eudocki which 
will at otice fliew the united Force of her 
Philofophy and her ChrifUanity. She preferred 
her Two Brothers to the Two moft confidera- 
ble.. Employments in the Empire ; and, in- 
ftead of reproaching them, ihe faid ; If they 
had not obliged me to leave my Countrey, 
I ihould never have vifited C&nftantinofiej 
where I am advanced to Empire. 

I have 
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1 have already ihewn how highly Philofo' 
phy has been hooowed ia the Male Sap 
by * Moratf Antmiims : And in Euiixit) 
we fee, it has been raifed to as great Dignity, 
by a Woman. So that, I hop«, the Ladiet 
will not, for the future, fufier the Men to 
arrogate to Themfelves the whole Glory of 
Learning and Wildom. 
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'Animtm Pi^ttra pafcit inani. 

ViRG, 



9N diftingui&ing the Merics of 

! Men, as no AUuiions are more 

S natural and eafy, more clear and 

I expreflive, than thofe taken from 

weighing . their . different Pretenfions in a 

Balance ; Jo we find this Figure made ufe oi^ 

by the mofl ancient and beft Authours. In 

the Book of Job ( which is allowed to be 

one of the Oldeft, as well- as one of the 

Sublinieft, Pieces of Poetry) Joh, in one 

place, pathetically cries out; 0, that my Grief 

voers thoroughly weighed, and my Calamity laid 

in the Balances together ! In another place, be 

prays; Let me be weighed in an e^en Balance^ 

that God may hiow mine Integrity! In the 

Tfahns ( which are bold and noble Compofi- 

tions 
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tions in the Lyrick Kind ) the wicked Mati 
is faid, to be deceitful Upon the Weights i and, to 
be lighter than Vanity itfelf. Daniel ( who was 
the greateft and moft accompiiihed Man o£ 
his Age) declares to Bel/hazzar ; Thou art 
weighed in the Balances^ and found wanting. 
Horner^ in his Iliads reprefents Jupiter weigh«« 
ing in his golden Scales, at one Time, the 
Fates of Greece and Troy j at another, the 
Deftinies of Achtlkf and Heffor. It is well 
known, that Virgil has herein almoft tranfla^ 
ted Homer} and that Mibon has copied, and 
at the fame Time, added new Beauties to, 
the Fidion of the Greek and Luttin Poet. 
But) the moft beautiful Imagery of this fort^ 
is that mentioned by Plutarch^ in a Tragedy 
of Mfcbylus } wherein, at the (ingle Combate 
of Achilles and Mcmnon^ the Mocher-GoddeiTes 
(TirtiV and Aurora) appear. One on the 
Rights the other on the Left, fide of Jupi-^ 
ter^s Scales; each anxioufly imploring, that 
her Son*s Fate might prevail in the Balance* 
From this Incident, the Tragedian gave to his 
Play the Name of Ffychojlafia t which is fuffi- 
dent to warrant my calling this Paper by the 
mechanical Term of Pfycbofiaticks i or, in 
plain Englijhy the Weighing of Souls. And 
our own Language fiivours me yet farther 
you III. X ■ ig 
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in this Metaphor, which calls a Perfon of 
fuperiour Worth, a Man of Weight. 

Cebes has reprefented Human Life in gene- 
ral, by a Pidure in a Temple at Athens : In 
imitation of this ancient and lively way of 
Allegory, I fliall Figure out fome particular 
Inftances of weighing the Merits and the 
Demerits of Perfons, in a Hiftory-Piece, pro- 
per to adom an Apartment in the Houfe of 
any Britijh Nobleman, who thinks he can 
bear it. Let me, therefore, allot Two fpa- 
cious Rooms to this Defign : In the Outward, 
fliall be reprefented the Weighing of Falfe, 
and in the Inward and more retired, the 
Weighing of True, Merit. 

Methikks, as I enter the Outward 
Room, a glaring Light dazles my Eyes ; 
when looking up to the Roof, I behold ( at 
the farther End ) aF^MEof a monftrous 
Size, like the Figure defcribed by Virffl: 
She blows a large Trumpet, feemingly of 
Gold ; but, the Gilding is laid on To thin, 
that the Brafs underneath may be eafily dif- 
covered, by a judicious Eye. The reft of 
the Cieling is filled with the Battles of jU- 
exandety and the Conquefts of Lexvis the 
Fourteenth, in the moft glittering and gaudy 
Colours. One half of the Compartment is 

foU 
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full o{ French and E;jg/(/7j Cavaliers, fighting 
Duels; the other Half, of feveral Perfons 
with Rage and Deipair in their Looks ^ fome 
with Bowls at their Lips, others With Dag- 
gers at their Breads ; and, in the Middle fits 
Cato^ with a fiillen Brow, holding in one 
Hand Vlato Of the Immortality of the Souly and 
a Sword in the other. The Cornifh is em- 
boiled with Medallions of Modern Drama* 
tick Writers, Smatterers in Natural Philofo- 
phy and Mathematicks, Pretenders to Free- 
Thinking, Party-Patriots, and the noify Zea- 
lots of every Conmiunion. 

On the Walls, are various Experiments of 
Pfychoftaticks reprefented ; Either Side dis- 
plays a Number of Scales ere<5ted on Emi- 
nences, each at a proper Diftance, with a hu- 
man Figure in every one of them, mounted up 
to the very Beam; and underneath fland 
Crowds of Speftators, in whofe Faces ap- 
pears the Surprife of Difappointment. On 
the Right, in the mofl diftinguilhed Point of 
View, is feen a grave, folemn. Figure of a 
fanftify'd Look, with Eyes and Hands lifted 
towards Heaven. His Garb is a long Robe, 
like that which the Pharifees worej and in 
his Lap lies a Book of Devotion, fpread 
open. TheReafon, why this venerable Per- 

X 2 fon 
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fon Weighs fo Light, is foon difcovered, by 
•looking into the Lower Scale, that preponde- 
rates by Vertue of a fmall Weight of Gold, 
•on which is engraved SINCERITT. 

Beneath this Pfycboftatical Experiment, One 
may fee a mixt multitude, made up of feve- 
ral of the Religious Orders in the Romijb 
Church; of Ladies in Hoop-Petticoats, with 
White Rofes in their Bofoms ; of Men, fome 
in Gowns with long flit Sleeves, knd large 
Black Rofes in their Hats ; Others, in fliort 
Cloaks with little Ebony Canes in their 
Hands ^ and hard by^ is drawn a feparate 
Groupe of Men and Women, in Habits plain 
and unfafliionable, and of peculiar Counte- 
nances. 

On the Left of the Room, the moft confpi- 
cuous Portraiture is an Elderly Man, with a 
Gold Chain about his Neck i his Shoulder^ 
^re loaded with Three Bags, on each o£ 
which is infcribed a FLUMB; but never- 
thelefs, the Scale, he is placed in, rifes to the 
utmoft Height : And, in the prevailing Balance, 
lie Two Boxes 5 the One containing the 
Writings of an Orphan's Eftate, to whom he 
was Guardian; the Other an Account of 
Money put out, at Fifty per Ce?tt. 

Cafting 
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Calling my Eye diredly forward, fronting 
me appears a large Pair of Gojiten Scales, 
hung to a Silver Beam ; in one of which 
Hands, in Danger of filling, a Pert Figure, 
with a Scarlet Hat on his Head, in a Purple 
Robe ; holding in one Hand a Roll infcribed, 
Ji League with the Turk ; in the other, a lit- 
tle Scrap of Paper, indorfed, The Hopei of the 
pretender. Amazed to lee this Important 
Figure kick the Beam, I call my Eyes into 
the weighty Scale; and in it, I find Four 
Parchments tyed together with a Ribbon j in 
which was wove in Capital Letters, Tht 
QUADRUPLE ALLIANCE. 
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Orandum eji, utfit Mem [ana in Corporefano. 

Ju VEN, 



^ 




LEANTHES may fee, I have 
* lately anfwered the Intention of 
his Letter ( which I received the 
Third of July ) by exciting the 
ladies to become Students in Philofophy. 
I thank Mr. A. B. for the following ingeni- 
ous Obfervation, in his Letter of the Seventh 
of Juhf: *^ Notwithftanding, that Nature 
*^ forms the Mufcles and the Sinews alike 
*^ on both Sides of the Body ; yet, the Right- 
^^ Hand and Arm of moft Men are ftronger, 
" and more adroit, than the Left j becaufe 
J^ they are more exercifed, on all Occafions. 
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« Thus, 
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*^ Thus, the Forlorn Hope of Squires (mention- 
^ ed in your Hundred and Thirty Fourth 
^ Paper) prove generally ftrong in Body^ 
** and weak in Underfianding ; not from any 
*^ Natural Incapacity in their Intelkiaual Fa- 
*^ culties j but, becaufe they choofe to make 
** the Body their Right, and the Mind their 
5^ Left, Side-" 

This leads me to make my moft grateful 
Acknowledgments to a worthy Countrey* 
Correfpondent, whom it is my Misfortune not 
to know. To him, am I obliged for Two 
excellent Letters ; one in the Forty Fifth, the 
other in the Seventy Second Paper: To 
which, he now gives me an Opportunity to 
add a Third* Tl^ Method, which I have all 
along obferved in forting the Letters, I re* 
ceive, puts it in my Power to aifure my 
Readers, that Icenur^ Mnemonidcf^ and Thi- 
lono'us Icenusy are but one and the fame Latent 
Philofbpher $ though, his good Senfe is alone 
iufficient to betray him under every Difr 
guife. 

Jufy 2 J. IJ19. 

Mr. Fr E e^Th I n k e r j 
* ILT" O U have Need of all the Help and 
^ X all the Encouragement of Honeft 
^ Men^ to enable you to go through with 

X 4 Mhc 



J 
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the Task, you have undertaken ; I mean, 
to perfwade your Difciples to confider, that 
they are made up of Mind, as well as Body, 
and that the One deferves (at leaft) as 
much Attention and Cultivation, as the 
Other. You wrork under great Difad- 
vantages : The Influence of Education 
and Example, and the Current of the 
Multitude, bear ftrong againft you. Be* 
(ides, the greateft Number of the Minds, 
you have to inftrud, are full grown, and 
ripe in Prepofleifions, before they come into 
your Hands. Many a bad Habit and difbr- 
derly Paflion you will have to pluck up by 
the Roots, and others to prune ; and many 
a good Inclination you will find choked up 
by unnatural Weeds. 

* If the Perfons, to whom the Care of 
Youth is entrufted, do not perform their 
Duty, by giving their Scholars early Im- 
preflions of the Beauty of Truth and De- 
formity of Errour, and by reftraining the 
Diforders of the Mind, when they firft ap- 
pear i youi' Labour will, in a great Mea- 
fure, be loft. A headftrong Humour, or a 
vicious Inclination, deferves a feverer Cor* 
redion, than a falfe Concord. But, Sir; 
they are not Children, but Men, for whofe 

f Improve; 
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Improvement your Difcourfes are calcii- 
lated : And They are to be taught by Pre- 
cept; and the only Corre^ion you can give 
to thefc overgrown Boys, muft be by fliew- 
ing them the RidiculoufnelS) or the Danger/ 
of the Courfe they are in. 

* Did a Man but believe or imagine ( what 
is undoubtedly Tme) that his Inclinations 
and his Underftanding are as vifible to all 
that are well acquainted with him, as his 
Perfon is ; he would take as much Care to 
adorn his Mind, as his Body : A Gentleman 
would then be as much aihamed to give op- 
probrious Language, as to appear in dirty 
Linnen ; he would be as nice in adjufiing his 
Words, as his Wig 5 he would take the 
iame Pains to correft or to conceal a Weak*- 
nefs in his Soul, as to amend or hide a De^ 
fbrmity in his Body. But, fo far are the 
Generality from thinking after this Manner^ 
that it is reputed a more eflential Part of 
Good-Breeding, to know how toxntera 
Room with an Air, and to go out of it with 
a Grace, than to be qualify^d to fpeak per- 
tinently, and bear a rational Shaie in the 
Converfation. 

* Now, the Qjialifications of the Mind are 
as difcemible as the Beauty, Vigour, or 

I Spright- 
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Sprightlinefs, of the Body : And the Com- 
pany of One, who has no other Accom- 
pliihment to recommend him, but the firft 
and laft Flourifli of a Leg, muft needs be 
very difagreeable to Men of Senfe. How is 
it poifible to bear the Infolence of Cofmetet ; 
who, becaufe he fancies he is admired, fays 
and does Things every Qjiarter of an Hour, 
for which all the Company (excepting 
himfelf ) are afhamed ? Can a Man with 
Patience fee the Airs, he gives Himfelf in 
fpeaking French ; when every One knows, 
he cannot utter Ten Words of Common 
Senfe in his Mother-Tongue ? Would not 
an Englijh-Man be provoked to hear the 
famePerfon cry up the Softnefs, the Politenefs, 
the Copioufnefs of that Tittle-Tattle Lan- 
guage, and find Fault with the Roughnefs 
and Barrennefs of his own i when, at the 
iamc Time, he cannot, without the Help of 
a Spelling-Book, write one true Line in Ei- 
ther? I wifli likewife, for my Quiet, I did 
not often meet with Men, who can talk 
Hours together on the good Qjxalities of a 
Favourite Hawk, or Hound, or Gelding j 
and yet, ask them an obvious Queftion con^ 
cerning their own Actions, or the Anions of 
? any of their Species ( to which they ought 

' to 
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to think they have at leaft as near a Rela- 
tion as to their Mute Companions) and 
they can make you no Reply. 
* This Abufe of Thought, by a ihameful 
Inattention to what moft immediately con- 
cerns us, muft be owing to a wrong Turn 
at firft; which is, afterwards, encouraged 
and indulged. How elfe ihould it come to 
pafs, that a Man, who has Reafbn, ihould 
ufe it about every Thing, but what is pro- 
perly Himfelf, his Mind ? Why ihould he 
not cultivate his Underftanding, and keep it 
as clear of Weeds, as he keeps his Garden ? 
Why ihould he fufier his Thoughts and Af- 
feftions to be the only Furniture, belonging 
to him, in Diforder ? Let him look into 
himfelf, as often as he looks into his Glafs j 
and, if he correfts what by Reflexion he 
finds amifs, he will appear moft Beautiftil to 
a judicious Eye, and may go every Day 
abroad, compleatly Dreft. 
^ This Self-Infpedion would be of great 
Advantage : For, by obferving the Workings 
of his own Mind, a Man would fee, not 
only how ofi:en it is out of Order ; but 
likewife, whence every Diforder proceeds : 
He Would perceive, that upon fuch a pafti- 
f cular Occafipn fych a Paffion kindles, and 

^ inflames 
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inflames the Mind) as certainly as a Fever 
heats the Blood ; that one Thing, ruffles, 
that Another compofes, his Thoughts ,• that 
by one Accident he fliall be wrought up to a 
Pitch of Madnefs, and by fome Circum- 
fiances let down gradually into the pto- 
foundeft Indolence. 

^ Moreover j for want of obferving the 
Progreis, which the Mind makes in vicious 
Habits, it is often laid wafle and wholly 
fiibdued, before it is aware of having ever 
entertained any fuch Habits* How comes 
it to pafs, that fcarce any one thinks himfelf 
Pailionate, Proud, or Covetous j when all 
the World fee it, befides himfelf ? It is, be- 
caufe he is the only Perfon, that does not 
refled upon his Words and Adions. The 
Proud Man overlooks Himfclf, as well as 
others; otherwife, he would difcover his 
peculiar Failing: The Paflionate Man is 
never angry with Himfelf ; if he were, he 
would not long remain infenfible of his own 
Temper : And the Covetous Man might as 
eafily know he is Covetous, as he knows 
he is Rich ; if he would enquire into Him- 
felf with the fame Ailiduity and Exadnefs^ 
as he eicamines his Accounts. 



It 
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* It is through this prevailing Inadvertency^ 

* that, in thefe notorious Inftances, Men are 
y fo fcandaloufly ignorant of Themfelves: 
' By this Negligence, a Man becomes a Slave 
*■ to his Paf&ons ,- and his Life grows a Bur- 

* den to him, before he ever once reflet on 

* the Caufe of his Mifery. This is an Evi!, 
' Mr. Vree-ThinkxTy the Remedying of which 

* requires and deferves your Labour, Some 

* of the Inconveniencies arifing from the 
' Negled of Self-Infpeaion, I have fet down,' 
' only to incite you to profecute the Work, 
' for the Benefit of your Readers; among 
i whom I defire you would number 

Tour hmnble Servant, 

Philonous Icemus. 
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XJetus in frafens animus, quod ultra eji 
Oder it curare, 

HOR. 



i*Hofoever thoroughly confiders Hu- 

I mane Nature, will agree widi 

n the Moral Philofopbers, who ob- 

3 Terve ; that Man, without the Re- 

ftraints of Reafon, woidd by his Natural Af- 

fe^ions and Inclinations become the moll 

miferable of all Creatures : And of all the 

difquieting Pallions, to which we are fubjed, 

a violent Defire to foreknow the Events of 

Things, and to pry into Futurity, is not the 

leaft vexatious. 

This vain Defire has been the Source of all 

the ridiculous Arts of I)ivination, which we 

read of, amongft the Antients j and ftill keeps 

up, amongft us, the Reputation of Judicial 

Aftro- 
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Aftrology and Fortune-telling : And though^* 
in the prefent Age, only the more ignorant Part 
of Mankind are fatisfy'd with thefe Methods 
of Enquiry 5 yet, there are very few (or 
None ) who are not, in fome Degree, atie£l« 
ed with an anxious Curiofity about Future 
Events. 

On many Occafions this troublefome Paflion 
may be moderated, and even fubdued, by Rea- 
fon: But in Things, which nearly concern our 
Lives or Fortunes, our immediate Happinefs 
or Mifery ; the Defire of Fore-knowledge 
( however vain it may feem ) is not to be 
iabfolutely quelled; fince it flows from the 
Principle of Self-Prefeivation. Now, of all 
the needlefs Anxieties, that difturb the Minds 
of Men, there is not any fo univerfal (at leaft 
in this Ifland ) as the impertinent Solicitude 
we daily give ourfelves, about Aflfairs of 
State : Therefore, I fliall in this Ledure,* 
endeavour to cure my Countreymen of their 
uneafy Fore-bodings in Politicks, by Ihewing 
them how incapable they are of making any 
reafonable Guefles concerning the Confe- 
quences of Things, whofe real Caufes are 
hid from their Eyes ; and by convincing them, 
that they perpetually argue to what will be, 
from what is not. 

:Why 
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Why a Prince, or a Minifter of State, ads 
after this or that Manner, no Man ( if he 
pleafes) can know, befide himfelf. But, 
when a Defign is executed, and becomes the 
Objed of Publick Speculation ; a Reafon is 
to be given out, that ihall make the World 
believe, the Good of the Nation was con- 
fulted in it. An Amour, a private Family- 
Grudge, Revenge, Lucre, or Ambition, (as 
1 have intimated * in a former Paper ) are 
often the chief Motives of a Political Adion ; 
which, if it turns to the Advantage of the 
Publick, we call Glorious j if otherwife, we 
condemn it as Infamous; notwithfianding 
that, in both Cafes, it may proceed from 
the fame concealed diihonourable Caufe. 

My Readers know that the important Af* 
fair, which made all Greece enter into a 
tedious War againfl the Trojam^ was only the 
FroUck of a Coquette, who eloped with a 
Prince flie took a liking to ,• and the Credu- 
lity (probably) of a fond Husband, who 
(Good Man) might imagine his dear Wife 
was carry 'd off by Force j and that fhe was 
miferably uneafy, and impatiently expedled 
her Spoufe to deliver her from the Ravilher. 



* N^ 132. 

Monjieur 
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Monfieur Balzac informs us, that the OmiC- 
Con of Two or Three Civil Syllables in the 
Clofe of a Letter was the Occafion of the 
Death of above a Hundred Thoufand Peo- 
ple : Bien humble (jy tret affe6iione, in a Sub- 
fcription to the Duke of Olharez^ inftead of 
Tm humble (jr tres obeijjitnty ( which the Duke 
thought was his due) made him fwear, in 
tearing a Prince's Letter, that his Want of 
Breeding fliould prove the Ruin of his Coun- 
trey. This was the Firft and the Real Mo- 
tive to what followed } though, at that Time, 
very Few knew it : And ( no Doubt ) All, 
who were not in the Secret, made* very learn- 
ed and elaborate Conjedures (which had 
never been once thought of in the Cabinet ) 
concerning the Caufes and the Events of the 
,War, thatcnfued. 

Thofc, who are acquainted with the Englijb 
Hiftory, know to what Springs, and to how 
trifling an Accident, the glorious Reformation 
under King Henry the Eighth was owing ; which, 
a little Time before, it was as impofllble to 
forefee, as it vrauld lately have been thought 
Madnefs to prognofticate, that after the many 
fuccefsfol Battles in fJandert during the laft 
.War with France, any EngUJh Miniftry could 

yo.i,III. X ' be 
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be brought to fhiftrate all our Vidories by a 
difhonourabie, difadvantageous Peace. 

There have, indeed, been fome Perfons, 
lb happy in their Prelages, as to foretell E- 
vents of great Importance, long before they 
came to pafs : But then. They have erthcr 
themfelves been infhumental in bringing tbeir 
own Predidlons to bear; or have at leaft 
been near the firit Movers, and well acquain- 
ted with their Interefts and their Schemes. 
Cicero boads, that he foretold the Ruin of the 
'Raman Commonwealth, and the Change of 
the Government into a Monarchy, Fourteen 
Years before it happened. But then, Gcero 
had been a Confiil, and was a Senatour; and 
the Management of Publick A£&irs con- 
tinued, many Years, in the Hands of his 
Friends or Relations. I could mention Two 
or Three more of thcfe Political Prophets,' 
were I not a&aid of encouraging my Fdlow- 
Subjefts by fuch Inflances to believe^ they are 
able to denounce Deftrudion upon us from 
the North and from the South. My Readecs 
are not all Cicero's; and, how plaufiblyfo^ 
ever they m:ly declaim in Co£fee^Houfes, I 
have ihewn them,* that they want the neccf; 
fary Qualifications for this fort of 



I 
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I do not mean, by what I have faid, to hin- 
der my Countreymen &om looking into a 
GuzettCy or asking a Neighbour ( when they ■ 
have no other Bu&iefs ) what News from the 
Meditetratiean, I would not extinguilh in 
them that generom Concern for the Good o( 
their Couatreyj which it is an Hotiour to 
them to have very much at Heart. But, I 
would fun perfwade them to moderate the 
Extravagancy of dieirSurmifes j which produces 
Impatience after News, ridiculous Judgments 
about Publick Afiairs, an AfieAation of be- 
ii^ in the Secret, Qjurrels among Friends and 
Relations, intolerable Impertinencies in Con- 
Tvrfation, blind Wagers, Law-Suit^ anil 
HegteA of BuHnefi, to the Ruin o&en o£ 
Themfelves and their Families. 
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Improbe Neptumtm accufat^ qui iterum naU' 
fragium facit. 

puBL. Str; 



Mr. F R E e-Th inker, Auguft 7. 1719, 
9 Qpeflion not but you intend, in 
5 the Progrefe of your Labours, 
U to point out to us the ieveral 
S Prejudices, that give a wrong 
Biafs to our Reafbn. In the mean Time, 
give me Leave to put you in Mind of a very 
general Prepof!eifion, which, I hope, in 
Time, will not efcape your Notice i fince 
the Confequences of it . are very pernicious 
in a Trading Nation. I mean the Opinion 
moft Gentlemen 'entertain of Traders, as a 
Mercenary People, (tf_diiingenuous Minds, in- 
capable of Science, and Strangers to Genero- 
fity. This Prejudice deterrs many young Men 

of 
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of a Liberal Education from applying Them- 
felves to any kind of Traffick j by which 
Means, the Three Learned ProfelEons are 
over-flocked. I muft confefs, that I cannot 
apprehend, why Trade Ihould debafe the 
Soul, or weaken the Underllanding, more 
than Divinity, Law, and Phyfick. If there 
are a great many mean Pradices in Mer- 
chandife, there are Dealings as mean in the 
Profeffions mentioned ; not chargeable, how- 
ever, on the Profeffions ,- but, on the Per* 
fons, who are guilty of them. As for Abi- 
lities equal to the Afiairs of State, have not 
the Dutcby for many Years, excelled their 
Neighbours in the Arts of Government f 
And, have not the Venetiam been formerly 
great Politicians ? And, have they not de-' 
* clined in Arts and Sciences, in Power, and 
in good Government, in Proportion as they 
have diverted their Thoughts from Trade ? 
It is farther obfervable, that Trade flouriihes 
moftin free Countries ; which ihewj, it h 
not of a fervile Nature. Laftly, Sir, as an 
Argument of the Ingenuous Difpofition and 
good Tafte of my Fellow-Citizens, I can 
allure you, that moft of xls approve of your 
LedureSf 

S.S. 
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lENTiRBLTfall in with the Notions 
of this worthy Citizen ; and have, as an £>^- 
^fiman^ fo great a Regard for the Honour and 
due Encoaragement of Trade, that I have all 
along intended to allot a confiderable Share 
of my Time to make an impartial Enquiry in- 
to this profitable firanch of Knowledge. I 
hope therefore, the Perfons, whofo Expe- 
rience muft have fumiihed them with advan- 
tageous Schemes, and ufefol Obfetvations, in 
this Science, will enable the Tree^Tbinker to 
treat of it rationally, by communicating their 
Thoughts to him i whkh he will endeavour 
to methodize and explain, for the Service of 
bis Countrey. 

The Prejudice this Gentleman compbins 
of, is chiefly owing to the Perverfeoeis and 
the Ignorance of the Landed Men ; not con- 
(idering, that the Wealth, the Strength, the 
l-iberty, the J-caming, and even the Polite- 
nefs, of the People, depends upon Traffick, 
But, I am importuned, by Compaflion, not e> 
defor theReque^ of another Corre^)ondent j 
fo that I hav^ in this Paper, Room only to 
obfervej That a Nation, advantageoufly fi- 
tuated for Commerce, ^an lieve( b^ over- 

(lockcd witjj Tra^lpr^t 

Jo 
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ToMr.FREE'THINKER.. 

S I Ry Londuiy Augufi 25. 1719* 

^ T Am under a Cloud of Adv^fity> being 
X incapable of anfwering all the Demands 
of my Creditors. I fend you a particulai: 
Account of my Concerns ; that it may ap* 
pear, I have not been extravagant : Which) 
when my Creditors fhall £re, I hope they 
will the more readily commdferate my 
Cafe. 

* I began to Trade for my felf, in the Year 
Seventeen Hundred and Four. My Wife's 
Fortune and my own amounted to Four 
Hundred Pounds : One Hundred of which 
was expended in Houfhold Goods, and in 
fitting up the Shop : So that, I had then 
Three Hundred Pounds left. From the Be- 
ginning, I have traded for a Thoufand 
Pounds fer AmuWy one Year with ano- 
ther : And, my Dealing being in the Re-, 
tail Way, I trufted little : So that, I 
thought my Trade was a good Living Ru^ 
finefs ,• and that I rather added to, tban di- 
minifhed, my Stock. But, fince my pre- 
fent Misfortunes, I have fate down, and fe- 

l rioufly reflefied how I ihould cun out j uj- 

Y^ ! on 



20 OO 00 



OO QO 



344 Tlr^ Free-thinker. N^i5i 

^ on which, I made the following Caloh 
lotion. 

L s. i 
Expended each Year. 'UiZo 
cRent } ^3f OO 00 

A Child at Nurfe, and Ly-7 
' ing-in ■ ' ■> 

A Man Servant — — — lo oo oo 
A Maid Servant — — ■ ' ■ 04 00 00 
HouferKeeping, and Wear-^ * 

* ing Apparel — -— ——'J' 7<> 
Coals, Candles, Wafhing,^ 

' SmallrBeer, and other > 10 00 oo 

* Contingent Chaises —3 
Church and Poor, ■Water,"\ 

* Watch, Window and 

* Convex Lights, Pariih 
» and Ward Offices, Com- ^ '^ *** ®* 

* pany Charges, (jrc one 
' Year with another -ii— 

if Pocket Expences annually" 08 00 00 
I Bad Pebts ^ /. per 4»». -3 ©5 00 00 

16^ 00 00 



I (^e4 
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* Gained in 15 Years Trade 2 ^ 

« 120/. each Yearis— S^^°o ">"> ^<» 

* Cafli, when I began — — 300 00 00' 

a 1 00 00 OQ 

f Expended) asjp^ the above 

* Calculation, 163 /. every ^ ^ ^ ^^ 

* Year,- which m 15 Yearsf ^"^ 
f amounts to 7- Expended 

Gained— r 2100 00 00 

Bad — 345 00 00 

* Upon the Cafting up of my ^ 

^ Stock, c^c. I find that I > 420 bo 60 

* have Shop-Goods — — ^ 

^ Houlhold Goods, valued at 56 00 60 
^ Good Book-Debts 126 00 ad 



^ma^ 



596 00 OQ 

' i^d I find, that I owe my Creditors 

* 941 1. By which I find, I am capable o£ 
f paying but Twelve Shillings in the Pound. 

' By this Qdculation of my AfEiirs, I have 

* Two Purpoies in View. The Firft i^ that 

* when my Creditors, and the reft of Mankind, 
f ihajl fee t^s ^litbfj^ $tatf of my Account, 

f Aey 
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** they will the more cheerfolly comply with 
the Compofition, I e£fejr» 
^ My Second Purpofe is, by way of Advice 
to my Fellow-CidzeBS in general; That 
they wot^d, before it is too late, fit down 
and make an Eftimate of their Afiairs; and 
if any find, the Profits aiifing from tiieir 
Trade do not aafwer their pre&nt Chai^ge^ 
that they would timely endeavour to ex- 
tricate them&lve$ fix>m their ^wnig Diffi- 
cultifits. This early Circumfpedion would 
prevent the fillit^ of our Gazetta widi fiidi 
Numbers of Statutes of Bankruptcy. This 
prudent Calculation is neceflaryt at leaft 
once in the Year, for all Trades, thoogb 
sever fo eonfiderable ; And the Shop-Keeper 
or Merchant, who finds his A£&irs do not 
Uifwer his Expedations, ihould in Time 
ContmA his Expences proportionaUy, orfidl 
upon fome other Expedient to make good 
the Deficiencies owing to his Inadvertency. 
Your Thoughts upon this ^ubjed would be 
ferviceable, as well as acceptable, to the 
Town. I am> Sir, 

Yoitr conftam Header^ 

and hmbk Sirvimfy 



J.H. 



M Y unfortunate Correfpondeot bas, in his ' 
own Words, fufficiently cautioned his Fellow- 
Citizens, not to trade Without-Book : And 
as the Warnings of >a Su&rer are the moft 
efFeSual ; inftead of attempting to enforce 
his Admonitions, I fhall turn Advocate for 
him with his Creditors; fuppofing the above-. 
written Accoimt to be fairly ftated. 

We are liable to Overfights in every Coih 
dition of Life ; and Traders are> of all 
Men, .the moft liable to fail in their Endf ar 
vours. Every Imprudence is not to be treated 
with Rigour : And, I fpeak k to the Honour 
of the City, that an unfuccefsful Dealer gene^ 
rally meets with Compaffion there ; whereas, 
a Failure at Court is ufually purfued with UQ* 
worthy Reproaches and Contempt. 

Methinks, the firft Failure of every Man 
calls for Indulgence. But, that I may not be 
guilty of Paitiality, even in pleading for the 
Piftreffed, I think it reafonable, the Creditors 
ihould in their peter minations, h^ve a Regard 
to the CharaAer of their Debtor. A Fair 
Chara^er generally is (and always Ihould be) 
the vilible Reward of Vcrtue, by the Support 
a juft Mail may hope for, from ic^ in Adver- 
iity. I know not whether I mention diis 

jCopfitleration jpp jlie Advantage or Diladvvx- 

tage 
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tage of Mr. ?. H. who is an utter Stnnget to 
tnc : And it is my Defire, thit all, who ap- 
ply to me, may keep thcmfelves concealed j 
that I may be the more free in my Judg- 
ments. 

But, fliould the Perfons, concerned with 
my Correfpondent, generoufly comply with 
his Terms j he muA not think the Compoi>. 
tion a due SatisfaOion to his Creditors : On 
die contrary, he thereby becomes doubly in- 
debted; and is obliged, by their Forbearance, 
to double his Diligence and Frugality j in 
hopes to put himlelf in a Condition, one 
Day, to pay the Whole : Otherwife, I Ihall 
be forty, that I ever attempted to fpeak in his 
Favour. 
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Now, by my Lme {the greateft Oath that is) 
None lovet you, bdf fo well as I: 
I do not ask Tour Love for This; 

But, for Heaven* s Sake, believe me; or I die» 

Cowley. 




Cambridge, July iS.i'jijfi 

Dear Mr, Free-Thimxer, 

Am a Servant-Maid, in a Hoofe 
frequenfed by a great many 
young Gentlemen, of this Uni' 
verfity. I am thought i^ree- 
able ; and my Gkfs makes Me think my felf 
To. My Ambition is to marry a Gownf- 
man; and to that end, I lay out all my 
Wages in fine Cloathes. I have (a loi^ 
time) been upon the Watch, like a Cat 
for a Moufe ; and b^aii to Deipair of my, 

Prey, 
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' Prey. But, of late, I have aa Undergra- 

* daate in my Eye { who (I hope) wfll be my 

* own. Every Time he corner he winks 
\ and finiles upon me ; fqueezes my Hand by 

* Stealth J and, in a 'Wnifper, fwears I am 
' pretty. Sometimes, he throws the Sleeve of 

* his Gown about my Neck ; pulls me clofe to 

* hhn; and ftiflesme withKiflfes* Now, dear 

* Sir, tell me, whether you think I may, by 

* thefe Tokens, look upon the Gentlenutn as 

* my Lover ; or as a Gallant, who has only a 

* VtGffi upon my Vertoe. If you think him 

* the Former, I defire you will teach me how 

* to fecure himj if the Latter, how to guard 
? againft him : For, he Is. a pretty Fellow. 
« Be fpeedy, pray, in your Advice j left it 
t ihoald come too late. 

BARiAKA Thoughtful,' 

Many of my Correfpondents are in 
fiafte, and prcffing for a Place in my next Pa- 
fer : But, by the Dates of almoft all the Let- 
ters I have publiihed, they may iee, that I 
am feldom at Leifure to comply with their 
Impatience. If this Paper comes too late to 
^ Hands of t^ Partis concerned ; it may 

lieverthelei^ 



>l 



neverthelefs, be of ufe to others in the like 
tickliih Circumftances. 

To fpeak in the Univerfity-Language, the 
Tokens this pretty Maid has particularized, 
are very Equiijocal ; and nothing lefs than ti 
Conjurer can expound their Meaning. In all 
the Love-Cafes, that come before me, I con- 
tider my felf as the Parent or Gtiardian of the 
Perfons, who confult me. Therefore, iSBaf' 
bara will be ruled by a PhHofopher, I adviib 
her to moderate her Ambition ; to fave her 
Wages J to drefs futtably to her Condition j 
and to break her Glais. Many a Damfel, 
who has marry*d a "Rimnd-Cap, has de^Iy re- 
pented of her Bargain. By my Twerity-firft 
Paper flie may fee, I do not approve of veiy 
unequal Matches : That, pertiaps, may not 
be her Cafe : But, I would hav6 her coo- 
fider, that the lefs her Lover knows of the 
World, the more apt will he be to alter his 
Mind. A Student is not of Age, at the 
fooneft, before Five and Twenty : And, all 
Undergraduate fiiouid no more be allowed tO 
venture upon Wedlock, than an Apprentice. 



gr<i 
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To the FR E E-THINKER4 

SIR, Friday Mornings July^i. 1719^ 

IF I love to a greater Excefs, than can b^ 
approved of by a Philofopher, it is ow- 
ing in fome meafure to the F^ee-Tbinhr^ 
who is fo very indulgent to All, that pro- 
kk themfclves Lovers. You encourage 
your Difciples to give Adniittance to a Paf- 
fion, which ibon grows too powerful a 
Gueft to be refitted, and lords it over the 
Hoft. Thus, at leaft, has it fared with 
me : In vain do I endeavour, by the Help of 
Philofophy, to eje^ this troublefome Gueft 
fiom my Bofom : In vain do I ftrive to a(^ 
fert my former Liberty : Ifind my felf eve- 
ry Day more and more a Slave to the cruel- 
left, but to the faireft, of Women, To you 
therefore. Sir, do I apply for Redrefs : On 
your Generofity and Averfion to Tyranny of 
every fort, do I depend j hoping, you will 
not refufe your Ailiftance to one, under an 
Opprei&on, to which you have partly been 
Accelfary, 

* I do not exped (a Task impoffible ! ) that 
you ftiould inftru^ me, how to gain any 

! Pity 



^ Pity from her I love : My only Hope is, 
^ that you may teach me to fiipport her 
Scorn. And yet^ alas, that too (I fear) is 
impoflible ! Patience, which in other Suffer- 
ings is a Vertue, here would feem a Crime* 
Let me, then, indulge my Sorrow ; and do 
you. Sir, help to make it pleafing to me^ 
by your Approbation : Nor could you dif- 
approve my PaflGon, did you know the La-* 
dy, who is the Objeft of my Defires. Sb 
excellent a Creature muft juftify any Ex- 
travagance, whatfoeveri 'And 1 wifti (fof 
your Satisfadion) I was able to fpeak Of her 
Perfections, in Language equal to the Sub* 

^ Neverthelefs j deferving as me is, (6 little 
fenfible is ihe of her Charms, and fo little 
Rhetorick have I, that I cannot, by all liiy 
Proteftations, perfwade her either df her 
Power, or my Love ; which is the only Re- 
ward I afpire to, for my Whole Soul^ 
which I have devoted to her. Dear Mr# 
FreeThinker^ be my Friend in obtaining this 
Requeft. Tell her the Fondncfs of my 
Love ; and how, in the Anguilk of my Heart, 
I have entreated you to be my Advocate j 
or, rather tell her, that you believe me 

% \ iincef «; i 
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« fincere ,• and then, I know, flie will no ion- 
* ger doubt of my Faith ; fo great a Deference 
t has file for your Opinion. 

P.S. 



c 



* p. 51 I fliould have told you, her Name 
is Lucinda. 



^ In Vindication of my felf, I defife tbfs 
Gentleman to have Recourfe to the feveral 
Leflures and Obfervations, I have publifhed 
for the Benefit of Lovers ; and when he has 
ferioufly confidered tliem, I dare fay, he will 
not tax me with encouraging my Difcipies 
to love either to Madnefs, or without Hope. 
And yet, at the fame time, I tiiink a little 
Extravagance in a young Man, beyond the So- 
briety of Reafon, may be excufable in a ver- 
tuous Love ; and very flender Hopes are not 
to be flighted from a modeft Virgin. It is 
his Bufinefs to difcover, whether the Lady's 
Indifferency proceeds from Diffidence, or 
Averfion : This will require the utmoft Pene- 
tration, as well as the Ufe of the moft fubtle 
Stratagems ^ and to afSft his Judgment and In- 
vention in this refined Art, fo neceffary to 
embarrafled Lovers, I recommend to him 
the diligent Perufal of The fcornful iMdj. 

I would 



I would not forfeit the &vourable Opinion 
Lacinda has conceived of me j nor betray bet 
into Credulity through her Condefcention to 
my Judgment. How long the Gentleman has 
loved, I know not : How long he may love^ 
perhaps he knows not Himfelf. I advife her, 
therefore, to iniift upon the moft evidenC 
Proofs of his Sincerity j which perhaps he has 
already given, in many Inftances* All I 
can fay in his Favour is^ that his Letter ap- 
pears to be iincerej and as pa0ionate, as i, 
.Woman of Senfe needs require. If Luciruia 
conlents to Marty with him, and he ihould not 
prove a fond indulgent Husband to a defer- 
ving Wife j his Proteftations to the Free^ 
Thinker will fiand as a Publick, and (I hope) 
ii Lading, Record agaioft him. 
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Ah mifer, 
Syanta laboras in Qutr/bdi, 
Diffu flier meliore fiammt I 



Hor; 



! Fear, my Difciples, who are impi- 

% dent after Knowledge, and eager 

I in the Purfuit of feverer Studies, 

I may not be pleafed with the Com* 

ptaifance I ihew to my Correfpondents, by 

giving up Three Papers fucccifively to their 

Importunity. And yet, I could not find in 

my Heart to poftpone the T\Y0 following 

Letters, any longer. But, to make amends 

to my Scholars for the Interruption in their 

Studies, occalioned by Family-Misfortunes j I 

Jhall, on Mofidtiy, proceed in my Courfe of 

Philofophical Lectures ; to which I befpeak 

their Attention. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Fr B E-T H I N X E R, 

S I Ry yiuguft 24. 171P. 

I Have juft now received the Indofed, as I 
fend it you, from an Attorney, with an 
Account of its being the Copy of a Letter 
written by my Son, and found by his Matter, 
upon his running away from his Service. 
His Matter adds (to my Grief) that he hears, 
my Son is marry 'd to a Common Woman of 
the Town, who is the Subjed of the Let- 
ter ,• and that he was drawn in by the Fel- 
low, to whom he writes : That he feduced 
him, under the Appearance of a Friend ; and 
that he knew the Woman, better than my 
Son, in every Refpeift. 
* This Miftrefs of his went for what, I 
think, you call a Coquette; but, was at 
the fame time reprcfented to my Son, as a 
very great Fortune. If, upon your publifli- 
ing This, and my Son's Letter (by which 
he will know I mean him, for he reads 
your Papers) he fliall immediately leave 
the Jade, and his falfe Friend ; I may ftill 
continue the Bowels of a Father to him : 
But, I can never think of anfwering the Ex- 

Z 3 ! pe^ationt 
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* pe^ations of the other Two, by doing fop 
I them, who have ruiiflbd my Son. I am, 

'SIR, 

Pfoiir confiant Keader Oftd 

'^dmker^ though unhuwni 

Dear M i e o, 
** T A S T Night I was moft agreeably eni 
** JL/ tertained by the charming M— p-^, 
<* She hath a forprifing Way of Talk, and en^ 
«* forces every thing ihe fays, by her |-ooks, 
<* She is capable, amidft all the Wit, file io 
** lavilhly abounds with, of preferring One of 
** our Sex j but, in the mean Time, hath thfe 
** Policy of keeping the Secret j and goes on 
•* daily to fljine, by bellowing fome External 
^ Favours on our whole Community. 

<* In ihort. Friend M/co, ihe hath deck* 
^ red me the Man ; and from, this Moment, | 
*! fear you will thinly you have too happy 
^ and powerful a Rival, to carry on our 
« former Fgendflpp, ill ftU Us repeated In?- 
tf ^oc?Si 
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^^ I Laugh, Sing, and Drefs, and am Fit- 
*^ ting out for One of the moft compleat 
^^ Beaus in Chriftendom ; but firft of all, the 
•^ Services are to be performed j and M. is to 
*^ be conduded to the Sacred Temple, in 
*^ fome plain decent Drefs, negleding her ve- 
•^ ry Jewels. An agreeable Whitenefs is to 
^^ be in her Habit, to fliew her Innocency 5 
*^ and which may ferve, at the fame Time, to 
" .heighten the Bluflies, flie will be fure (on 
^^ fuch an Occafion) to fpread over her lovely 
*^ Face. 

" I fliall not difobey her Leave, by telling 
^^ you thus much. She hath allowed me ta 
*^ bring you there ; where will be a pretty 
*^ young Innocent of her Training up, who is 
^ let into the Secret ; and with whom, you 
^ may very latisfa^orily pafs your Time. 

^^ I ihall hereafter be (b formal, MkOy 9fi 
^^ to give you an Account when and wjiere 
'^ you are to Minifler to us in Holy Things j 
" for I fear, you muft be the Father : But 
^^ prithee, Wco^ do not commit Inceft with 
^^ your Eyes on this your Daughter ,• but re- 
^^ gard her only as a fine Woman, and my 
t' Wife. 

^^ What can the Coxcombs fay ? Where ar^ 
?^ your Wits at WiU's ? Poor Amorous Da^ 

Z 4 ^^ mQn^ 
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^ fitoHy fhat fo often ftghed for her! Proud 
^ Honorio^ that thought bis Coach and Six 
^ muft carry her awav. 

^ By the God$, micOy ihe is become a 
^ Chriftian ; and hath put me upon remem- 
^ bring, I once had a God-Mother j but I had 
*^ command enough of my Memory to tell, 
^^ I knew She had likewife been Educated in 
^ the Dodrin^ and Difcipline of the Church of 
^ England^ and had thereby renounced the 
^ Devil and All his Works j nay, even 
** though he fliould appear in the Shape of 
« young Jumufy whom you know to be a 
^^ pretty Fellow^ 

<* She fwears fee will not ride to the Park 
^ on a Sunday i that fee will even lay afide 
^ Scandal; and hath defired me to get her 
« TtUatfm^s Works, and lend her The Whole 
*• T>utj of Many when I feall carefully havq 
^ rwd it over 5 which fee ftrenuoufly exhorts 
^ me to do, again and again. 

^ How this fuddain Reformation began* 
^ God beft knows ; fee fitys, fee is weary of 
'^ her Sex's Vanities 5 and believing me Meri- 
^ torious, would thus Reward me : But, fee 
^ hath not given me a very particular Ac-» 
5^ count of her pew Experiences* 
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'^ I am going to her. — The Gods continue 
^* this Temper in her, till Taefday ; which 
** will do, Mico. But, ihould I find her 2 
^^ Reprobate, and that after her Houfe was 
^ thus fwept clean, Seven worfe Spirits had 
^^ entered in^ — ^ Farewell Love, Farewell 
«^ Wife : — Woman is Inconfiant : — Wine is 
^^ Powerful : -^ And I have nothing then to 
ff do, b»t to get a Place at Court. Tam^ 

Dear Mice, 

Partly Tour\ 

Pamphilus. 

Tbk Joys of Parents arefecret; and Jo are 
their Griefs and Fears : They cannot utter the 
o«, nor they will not utter the other : Says 
Sir Francis Bacon in his Eflays. To which I 
may add ; That the Joys and the Griefs of 
Parents catinot be well conceived by any, but 
Parents. And yet, I fympathize with Mr. R. B. 
and feel fomething, which I imagine like the 
Concern of a Father, upon reading thefe Let- 
ters. In the Firft, may be difcov.ered the 
Force of natural Aifedion in the Parent ,• in 
that his Indignation rifes oply againii; the Per- 

(onS) 
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ibilS) who have enfnared his Son : In the Se- 
cond) appears the Brisk Thougbtlefsnels, which 
is too common amongft the Genteel Clerks 
and Apprentices, about the Town. 

I make it my Requeft to Pampbilufy that 
he will immediately pay his Duty to his Fa* 
thef} and hear, at leaft, the Propofals, he 
may offer to his Confideration. In the mean 
time,* let me diflfwade him from the Projed 
of getting a Place at Court : It will be &r 
more pradent in him to follow the Bufinefs, 
to which he is bred. Places at Court are not 
to be had, for asking. There are People 
about the Court, who live upon felling Smiles : 
And he will meet with abundance of Dear 
^co\ who will plunge him, a fecond time, 
into inextricable Difficulties, with all the 
feeming Cordiality imaginable. Not to re- 
peat what I have already laid ; I refer him, 
for his farther Inftmdion, to the Fifty-Firfl 
and the Hundred and Forty-Third Papers. 
But, if he is obftinately bent upon trying his 
Fortune amongfl the Great Men, and the 
Woman, he is fuppofed to have marry *d, be 
inch as ihe is reprejfented ; her Ingenuity mayj 
probably, be of Service to hini« 
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Lucret; 




O carry on the "* Pw& of Know^ 
ledge: When a capable Under- 
ftanding has, through Refleiaion, 

attained to fo nice a Difcemment, 

that (like the nioft diftinguifliing Eye) it is 
able to perceive the unobvious Diftin<^ions 
between Things, which bear a very near Re- 
femblance to one another j It is, then, in a 
fit Condition to acquire clear Ideas j which 
(be they never fo few) are the fure (and only) 
Pledges of future Knowledge. 

It is through the Want of this Pun^ality, 
this Precifion in our Difcernment, that our 
Judgments are confounded; and that, weunwit- 
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tingly £dl into Errours. The principal Ptr- 
kSdoUj or die Qevemefs (to Buniliarize my 
Meaning) of a light Underfiandin^ confifis 
in the Skill of fingUng out the moft m]nate> 
and moft pecnUar, Differences of Notions, 
^mingly alike; fuch Unlikenelles as, by 
their Subtility, efcape the Obfervation of 
Judgments Ids acute. Thus, an ei^rt 
Jeweller diicovers a confiderable Difpropor- 
ti<Mi in the Valoe of Iliamonds, between 
which a Common Eye perceives no Inecjua* 

lity. 

The firft little Parcel of Neat Ideas, which 
a Man is Mafter o^ will enable him to en- 
Creafe his Store ; fince one Troth, clearly ap- 
prehended, leads as naturally to another, as 
one Errour betrays us into more. The Mind 
proceeds, in the Acquifition of Knowledge, 
by comparing all New Ideas (as they prefent 
Themfelves) not only one with another ; but 
likewife, with the Notions, it was before 
poC^cd of: And confequently, if a Man be- 
gins to Philofophize, by acquiefcing in a Set 
of unaccurate Conceptions j his future Brood 
of Notions will be moftly fpurious, and his 
Conclufions deceitful. 

Let the Candid Student then (who defires 
to Think Freely) in the firft Place apply his 

whole 
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whole Attention to difcern the fall Truth of 
a few General Notions j by which (as by fa 
many Standards) he may afcertain the greateft 
Part of his other Ideas. After this, as he 
daily looks over his Stores of Knowledge ; it 
may fometimes happen, that his fubfequent 
Thoughts and Judgment of Things will prove 
inconfiftent (more or lefs) with his former 
Refledionsj whereupon, fince Both cannot 
be abfblutely True, he muft Ipare no Pains 
to be better informed : And herein, the Ac- 
curate Difcriniination of his Ideas, fo as to 
perceive all their Likenefles and Unlikenelfes, 
their Equalities and Inequalities, will be of 
the greateft Service to him. 

He muft have a great Averfion to Errour,' 
and a mighty Love for Truth, who has the 
Candour and th< Patience to delight in this 
Severity of Free-Thinking. But, whether 
upon this ftriiJi Examination, he finds himfelf 
miftaken in his old Opinions, and quits them 
as Prejudices ,• or, whether he is confirmed in 
the Juftnefs of his new Notions, and retains 
them as approved Truths ; in both Inftances, 
he advances in found Knowledge : Since, the 
^nfuring a Truth, or the deftroying a Fait 
hood, in the Mind, is equal Gain to a Philo* 
ibpher. 

Now, 
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Now, a finall Stock of plaifi General 
Truths, which are fully and diRinGly compre* 
hended, together with their Relations to ontf 
another, is capable of being applied to a vail 
Variety of Ufes j many of which cannot be 
foreieen even by the Poffefrour of this little, 
iignificant Treafiire. Provided therefore, he 
does not exceed the Limits of his Under^ 
fianding, nor haflily entertain Novelties, fo as 
to fuffer them unwarily to mix with his Ori^ 
gibal Standard Notions, with which he is per«- 
fedly acqiuinted j his Judgment will not be 
perplexed, nor his Sagacity puzzled in the In<« 
vefHgation of fuch new Truths, as are the ini^ 
mediate Defcendants from thofe he already 
enjoys, or at leaft bear an Affinity to them* 

Thus, the AlgArdtft fets out with a' very 
few (imple, but clear Principles, which ena- 
ble him to work out a very intricate Qjie- 
ilion, to his Satisfadion : While every (low 
Acquiiition, he makes, is the Foundation of 
his fucceeding Knowledge,- of which there 
often appears not the leaft Glimpfe, before 
he comes to the End of his Enquiry i when^ 
the latent Truth, he has patiently purfued, is 
at laft manifefted to him (as it were at once) 
in its full Evidence. Thus likewife (to give 
a more familiar Inftance) the Proteftant, who 

(after 
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(after due Refledion) clearly comprehends. 
That mere Man cannot be Infallible in the 
Concerns of Religion ; and that God alone 
can know the Heart of Man ; may, from 
thefe Two Fundamental Principles, not only, 
deted moft of the Abfiirdities peculiar to Po^ 
pery ; but, may alfo come gradually on to be 
convinced. That, in Matters purely Reli- 
gious, even we Proteftants are neither tp 
judge, nor to perfccute, our Fellow-Subje^s ; 
but, that every Man ou^t to be indulged in 
the Religious Liberty of his Confcience. 

But, to return to the Ufefulnefs of diftinft, 
and adequate. Ideas : We are to view our 
general Notions (which are to condud us to 
Particulars) on every Side ; and to know the 
full Extent and Dimenfions of them ; before 
we venture to confide in them, as our Guides 
to farther Knowledge : Since a Truth, ap- 
prehended only by Halves, or in Part, may as 
readily feduce us into erroneous Conclufions, 
as a Propofition, that is entirely Falfe. 

To illuftrate this Precaution to my moce 
learned Readers : Weight is a known Proper- 
ty of Bodies j and every Man has obferved, 
that a Stone (or Ball of Lead) forced up into 
the Air, falls down again fwifter and more 
direflily, as it has more Weight; while Fea- 
thers 



JdS The FREE-TniNK£ft. N'^f55 

tilers (or lifter Bodies) are flower and mortf 
oblique in their Defcent. Thu% the general 
Notion of die Defcent of heavy Bodies he^ 
comes, by common Obfenration, ^miliar to 
the Underftanding ; previous to any Philofo* 
phical Examination^ Upon this daily Expo- 
fience of Mankind, did the Epicureans Reafon 
lupinelys taking it for granted, that the 
Jtcmfy of which Materials (according to 
them) the World is compofed, continued to 
defcends for ever, in the (ame dired Line ; 
never confidering, that heavy Bodies ftiU 
tend towards die Earth, on this, or any other, 
fide of the Globe : And, upon this inaccurate 
Knowledge of die Tendency of heavy Bodies, 
They thought the Notion of Antipodes to be 
lidiQilous i imagining, that a People on the 
other fide of the Earth, with their Feet- di^ 
redly oppofite. to our Feet, muft necel&rily 
£dl headlong into the Sky. 

In the like manner, the prefent Race of 
Tanaticks are ftrongly deluded. From the 
univerfal Confent not only of this Nation, but 
of all Mankind, who live under a Monarchic 
cal Form of Govprament, they have learned j 
That it is commendable in Subjeds, to take 
up Arais in Defence of their Rightfiil King : 
But then, not having a diftin^ and compleat 

Notion 
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Motion of the Qualifications requisite in a 
Rightful King of Great Britain j fome of 
them have unhappily rebelled merely through 
want of Reflexion : And it is the partial 
Knowledge of this Qjieftion, that flill betrays 
the Inadvertent into Sedition j and feveral 
daily draw upon Themfelves the Jufiice of 
the Laws, by making Inferences from ob- 
fcure and confiifed Ideas. 
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Namque alid ex alio clarefcere corde videbant 
Artibusi ad fummum donee 'venire cacumen. 

LUCRET. 




10 compleat my Third Column: 
I X i^ ^^ ^ ^^^ ^ Student 

' "^ has ( by Dint n ) fet- 

tled in his I^ general 

Ideas, of which he has a c ill Con- 

cepttoD ; and by which he regulates his Judg- 
ment of the feveral {ubiequent Particulars, 
that have any Relation to them. Thefe ap- 
proved and fettled Notions may be con- 
iidered, as fo many Originals ,- from which all, 
or moft, of his future Notions are derived, in 
the Progrefs of his Enquiries : And therefore, 
I {hall here liken Them to the Heads of 
Families, fruitful in their Progeny, and 
branching out into numerous iUUances : By 
which 



which Allufion, I hope to explain myfelf 
even to my Female Difciples, who fliall ap- 
ply Themfelves to the Study of this Column. 

Now J the Relations between thefe fianid- 
ing Originals, or Parent-Ideas, and the New 
Ones, which are bom of them, dimintfli gra-* 
dually, and grow more and more obfcure, as 
they are drawn out into Length by many Re-' 
m/oet : Infomuch that, there often arifes 
much Uncertainty about them, when there 
are numerous intermediate Deicents { each of 
which muft be carefully traced upwards, in 
order to afcertain their Anceftry, and make 
out their Degrees of Kindred. In this En- 
i{uiry, therefore, into the Relations of Ideas, 
the fame fort of Care is nece(fary, as is ufed 
in order to determine the Confanguinity of 
Families. 

There is a Kind of Philofophical Heraldry i 
And, in order to think clearly and juftly, my 
Difciple muft regifter in his Mind the Genera^ 
tiom of his Notions, with their peculiar Diftin- 
^ons i that he may be thereby enabled not 
only to account for the different Relations 
they bear one to another, but alfo to know 
the Degree of Confanguinity, they refpe^ive* 
ly ftand in^ wi^ Regard to thdr Originals. 

A a i In 
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In every Family, the near Dsfcendents are 
eafily known ,• whereas, the Degrees of Con- 
sanguinity, of fuch as are at a great Diftance 
from their Stock, can be difcovered only by 
examining their Genealogies, with the utmoft 
Accuracy. Thus like wife it is, with R^ard 
to Notions J It is no difficult Matter to per- 
ceive diftindlly the Relations of Ideas, that 
fpring immediately from their Originals ; but, 
as to Ideas far removed from their Firft Prin- 
ciple, the Chain of Reference muft be con- 
tinued, in the Mind, without Interruption i 
by which Means the Relation of an Idea, the 
mod remote, may be traced upwards, through 
all the intermediate Degrees, to its true 
Original. 

This is a Study, that requires no fmall Pa- 
tience and Intenfenefs of Thought ; And yeti 
no Man can proceed fecurely in any Me^ 
thod of Reafoning, without being afliired of 
the Relations of his Ideas, and of the Man- 
ner in which they do ( as it were ) derive 
their Pedigree. 

The Defcent of fomc Notions is Dircd : 
Others run oflF, obliquely, into Separate and 
Collateral Channels. This Difference in the 
Genealogy of Ideas is very much to be con- 

fidered j 
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fidered ; flnce, their Branching diverfely into 
feveral Lines creates new Difficulties in the 
piecife Knowledge of thenii and greatly. 
obfcures their Relation to the Head of their 
Clan. 

Every Remove in a Family lofes, gradually, 
the Blood of the Anceftours ^ and infenfibiy 
grows iuto a feparate Family : From which, in 
Time, a New Race arifes. So is it, in the 
Propagation of Ideas : When they are diftant 
from their Originals, and are become (as it 
were) another Stock ,• they will, at laft, be 
found to retain few of the Qualities, peculiar 
to their Firft Parents. 

To explain this Dodrine ; I fliall have Re- 
courfe to the Inftance I gave of the Vulgar 
(which was the Firft) Idea of the Defcent of 
heavy Bodies. Every Mechanick can deter- 
mine the Weight of Bodies by Scales : But, a 
Philofophcr experiences a Difference in their 
Weight, according to the different Fluid, 
in w^hich they are weighed. Hence arifes a 
new DiftinAion of Weight, into Abfoluteand 
Comparative. But^ belide this Departure 
from the Original Idea ; The Firft Notion of 
the diredl Defcent of heavy Bodies is 3i;ain 
altered, or at leaft limited^ by Peifons, who 

A a 3 fuppole 
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fuppofe a large Orb to be comprehended with- 
in the Terraqueous Globe ; to which, rather 
than to the Center of the Whole, weighty 
Bodies have a dired Tendency. And again ; 
when we proceed to regard this Principle of 
Gravitation as producing the Powers of Im^ 
pulfe and Elafticity ; we fo far lofe Sight of 
that Idea of Weight, which the Mind had 
primarily conceived, as to confider Impulfe 
and Elafticity, as Original Ideas, dMn6t and 
abftra^ed from any Confider^tiop of their 
firfk Parent. 

But, that my Readers may not imagine, it 
is only in Philofophical Enquiries that the 
Mind is apt to deviate from its Original 
Ideas, I Ihall give them a more obvious 
Example ; obferving firft, that this Kind of 
Inadvertency in Philofophical Queftions leads 
a Man oply into Errours ; whereas, when it 
happens in Queftions relating to Common 
Life, it betrays us often, through Miftakes, 
into Misfortunes. The firft Notion of Go- 
vernment ( which Men of any Reflexion form 
to themfelves ) is. That it is intended for the 
Good of the Whole Society : The Propofition, 
which naturally riles in the Mind out of this 
]^rinciple> is; ^hat ladlyidttals muft obey 

theif 
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their Govemonrs : The not attending flrifily 
to the Relation, which this Propolition bears 
to its firft Principle, and the conlidering it as 
a Primary Truth, detached from its Original, 
has been the Foundation of all the Tyranny, 
that was ever exeircifed in the World ; and 
is the fatal Miftake, which infatuates Multi- 
tudes to believe, they are b Conference obliged 
to be Slaves. 
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}iic manur, obpatriam pugTiatido vubura fajjii 
Sjiiqut facadoui cap, dim vita maiubat : 

ViRC. 



!N the Twenty-Fourth ofAaguft, I 
began a Piece of Painting: And 
now 1 take up my Penctl> with 
an Intention to finilh it. The 
Subjea, therefore, of this Day's Paper is the 
Second PittoiPfjcheftaticki j the Weighing of 
True Merit : Which (to purfue the Allegory) 
is to be reprefented in Pifiure, on the Walls 
of the Inner and more retired Room. 

As Poetry and Painting are Sifter Arts ; (o 
there is a particular Affinity between Hiftory- 
Painting and Epick-Poetry. This will juftify 
my taking the whole Dejign of the Imagery 
fi-om a Paflage in the Sixth Book of the 
yEmiil : The Place is, where the Poet perf- 

oles 
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pies his Eljfium with a Colony of Inhabitants, 
worthy of thofe hlifsf\il Regions. His Senti- 
ments are noble 'atid delicate,* and he has, 
with the niceft Judgment, here fliadowed out 
the diftind Kinds of True Merit and Excel- 
lency, which juftly entitle Men to fuperiour 
Degrees of Efteem and Glory. 

I have taken Part of the Verfes in the Ori- 
ginal for my prefent Motto : And, as in the 
entire Paffage, Virgil fpecifies Five Kinds of 
Great Merit ; anfwerable to his Divifion, I 
fliall diftribute this Second Part of Pfychofta-^ 
tical Experiments into Five Hiftory-Pieces : 
Two of which Ihall be the Entertainment of 
this Day. 

The firft Piece is much the Largeft ,• and 
fills the whole fronting Wall, at the upper End 
of the Room. Here, we fee a Profpe^ of the 
Sea : And far off, on one Side, is extended a 
flat Coaft, full of Shoals, and fenced with 
Dykes ; behind which appears (in Perfpedive) 
a level Countrey ; in which thick-fpread Cities 
rife, many of them furrounded with Water, 
and the Strpets adorned with Trees and Ca- 
nals. On the Shore of this Countrey (land 
Crowds of the Inhabitants, with Tears in their 
Eyes ; looking on a numerous Fleet, which 
iails from them; and feems to ^ixtGt its 

Courfe 
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Courfe towards a large neighbouruig IQand. 
This Ifland li&s out of the Sea» eocompa&d 
with white Rocks ; on which fwarms a mixt 
Multitude, of etery Rank and Condition : By 
their Countenances, and the Spyii^-Glaf&s, 
which (everal of them ufe, it may be guelTed, 
that they wait for the Arrival of the Fleet, 
with no lefs Concern, than the oppofite Na- 
tion laments its Departure. The Face of the 
Ifland is agreeably diverfified with Qties, 
Towns, Villages, Hilk, Rivers, Woods, green 
Meadows, and Cora-Fields ; and the very 
Mountains are cloathed widi Grafs. 

On the level Top of one of the Mount^uns, 
is ereAed a large Ballance : In the afcending 
Scale hangs, tottering, a tall Perfon, of a 
long, dejeded Viiage ; with a Crown &lling 
from his Head, and a Male-Infant in his 
Arms. Below him, on the Ground, (lands a 
huge Monfter (like That, by which the Poets 
reprefent Fa&m) with a Multiplicity of Heads 
and Hands : Some of the Hands tugg at the 
Cords of the Scale, endeavouring to pull it 
downwards ,• others appear open, with Heaps 
of French Piftoles in the Pahnes. The weigh-^ 
tier Scale defcends as low as poifible ; and in 
it fits, on a Throne, a Princely Figure : His 
Ix>ok is Majefiick, Wife, Refolute, and Ho- 

nefti 
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neft; with an high Forehead, and piercing 
Eye. On the Right and Left Side of this 
Scale, are placed Two Portraitures, that feem 
attentive to every Motion of the Prince* 
The Figure, on the Right, difcovers in his 
Afped great Penetration and A£&bility : A 
Golden Mace lies by him ; and he holds in 
one Hand a large, embroidered Purfe, with 
the Arms of Ef^kmd embolTed upon it ; in 
the other, a Baron^s Coronet, with this De- 
vice, Prodssss Quam Conspicl On the 
Left, is the Figure of a Perfon, much youn- 
ger : In his Face appears a livdy Bloom, with 
an uncommon Mixture of Fire and Judgment; 
to which is added a Dignity, that declares 
him to be of Noble Birth : He is array'd in a 
Robe of Black Silk adorned with Loops and 
Buttons of Gold; and the whole Figure (eems 
to be the Original of a Pidure, I have feen (at 
ftiU Length) in Tr/w>>College Library, at 
Qwdnridge* 

At a little Diftance, ftand Three Females, 
of Importance. The Firft is a grave, beauti. 
fill Matron ; in whofe Face may be remarka- 
bly difcerned Meeknefs, Humility, Devotion, 
and Sweetnefs : Her Drefs is plain, and de» 
cent ; and her Head is bound with a White 
Fillet, in which is woven in Red Charaders, 

Thi 
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The Protbstakt Religion. The 
Qianns of the Second are of another Kind ; 
Her Unibs ihew an unufual Vigour; her 
Complexioa is fair and bright ; her Eye lively 
and fparkling: But, though her Air is free 
and chearful ; yet it is modeft, and not dif* 
o>nipoled : Her Garb, which fits eafy, but 
not loofe, is a Silver Brocade ; on which the 
various Emblems of Liberty are wrought 
in Needle-Work of Gold. The Beauty of 
the Third fills the Eye ; and (he bears a fmi- 
ling, contented Countenance : Her Drapery 
is of the fineft Woollen Manufadure: A 
Chaplet of Ears of Wheat wreaths her Tem- 
ples i and ihe holds in one Hand a Marriner*s 
Compafs, and in the other, a Golden Coin, 
on which is (lamped Propirty. Thefe 
Three Ladies fix their Eyes on the Prince in 
the prevailing Scale ; looking up to him, as 
their Patron and Defender. 

The Four remaining Pfycboftatical Pieces are 
fet in diftind Pannels, on a Side- Wall of the 
Room. In the Firft Pannel an Angel, with 
Wings expanded, holds an Azure Beam, that 
poifes Two Scales. In the weighty Scale, is 
reprefented a Perfon attired in a Black-Sattin 
Robe, with Sleeves of the fineft Lawn : Kis 
Countenance is ingenuous, good-natured, and 

MCUS : 
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pious : He holds a Bible, open, in his Hands ; 
and feems Tpeaking to an attentive Audience, 
flrook with Concern. At his Feet, are placed 
Three Folio-Volumes ; the uppermoft lies open ; 
and the Title at the Top of the Page is, The 
Rule OF Faith. It is amazing to fee 
the mounting Scale, feemingly, &> Loaded • 
and yet, in Bfk£t Co Light : It is filled with 
a Mafly Tripple-Crown, Golden Crolier% 
Silver Crucifixes, Keys, Dead Mens Bones, 
Scouiges, Beads, Wafers, and one Velvet 
embroidered Slipper. 
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^que fo valis,- ^ Phtio dlg^ heuti : 
hnxntas out qui vitam excohun ftrartei ! 
Qiaque I'm tnemorei aUosfeceri mtrmdt. 



9 NVAT's Paper was dofed 
! with an Allegorical Hiftoty-Piece, 
5 which fills the Firft Pannel in a 
I Side- Wall of the Inner Room : 
And, now, I fcall point out the Reprefenta- 
tions, which adorn the Three remaining Pan- 
neb. The Subje<a of which will be found 
anfwerable to the Three Verfes, I quote 
from Virgil : Of jvhom it may be proper, in 

this 
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this Place, to obferve j That no Writer ever 
delivered more jufl: and more fublime Moral 
Notions, than thofe, which ihine throughout 
this admirable Poet. 

The Painting on the Second Pannel 
comes, next in Order, to be viewed. From 
the Top of the Piece a ftrong Light (hikes 
the Eye ; and, through an Opening of the 
Heavens, appears a Man playing on a Harp. 
His Countenance is ruddy, and beautiful; 
and, in it, may be difcemed the Tranfports of 
Mufick, Poetry, and Devotion. By him, on 
one Side, lies a Sling; and, on the other,^ 
are the Helmet, Spear, Sword, and Coat of 
Mail, of a vaft Giant : A Glory blazes round 
his Temples j and, on his Head, is a Regal 
Crown. 

Below, rifes an high Mountain, cleft into 
Two Summits : It is Ihaded all over with 
Bay-Trees ; and in the Middle, between the 
Two Summits, a i.^ountain fprings up into a 
wide Bafon, which empties it felf in a large 
Cafcade. The Waters, at the Bottom, unite 
into a Cryftal Stream ; and, on a Bank of the 
Stream, fits a lovely Youth, full of Comelinels, 
with bright flowing Hair, Acrofs his Shoul* 
ders, hangs a Qwiver ftored with Arrows ; and 

by 
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by him lies a Silver Bow, and a Golden Lyre. 
He is attended by Nine beautifiil Nymphs : 
3oth the Youth and his fair Attendants feem 
big with Expedation and Doubt ,• and fix their 
Eyes on Two Perfons, weighing before 
them. 

In the Scale on the Right Hand, is a chear- 
fill Old Man : There is a Dignity and Bold^ 
nefs in his Features ; and his whole AfpeS dif^ 
covers great LivelinefS) and an uncommon Sub* 
limity of Thought. His grey Hairs lie almoft 
hid, under a Wreath of Bays j and he is cover- 
ed with a Loofe Mantle, which is wrapt over 
his Hands. In the Foldings of the Mantle, 
lie feveral Little Rolls j Two of which 
opening at a Corner^ in the One may be di- 
fiinguiihed thefe Charadlers ; M H N I N iUiis 1 
in the other, ANAPA ftoi lvv««. The Perfon, 
in the other Scale, feems more fedate and 
thoughtful : His Looks fpeak him a Man of 
great Application, and of a confummate Judg«> 
ment. On his Head, is a mixt Garland of 
Bays, Myrtle, and rural Flowers : In his Left 
Hand, he bears a Shepherd's Crook ,- at the 
Top of which hangs, cluftering, a Swarm of 
Bees: In his Right Hand, he difplays a 
Trumpet, with a Banner hanging from it : 

On 
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On the Banner, is painted a Night-Piece of 1 
City in Flames ; and a young Man, in bur« 
hiihed Armour, leading (through a Street^ 
which goes to a Gate of the City) a Boy, by 
the Hand i and bearing on his Shoulders an 
aged Perfon, who carries a Parcel of little 
Images in his Arms. The Scales feem equal«« 
ly poifed ; or, if there is any fmall Decleniion^ 
it is on the Side of the Old Man. Clofe by 
the Scale on the Right, ftands (as if he expe^^ 
ed to be weighed next) One, who holds out 
a Profpedl of a delicious Garden j out of 
which an Angel, with a flaming Sword, 
drives a Man and a Woman Naked ^ who^ 
in their Looks, betray all the Agoiues of Sor« 
row and Remorfe. Behind this Figure, ad-- 
vances a venerable Perfofi, with a Mitre oa 
his Head. He looks up (with all the Signs 
of Admiration and Gratitude) towards the 
Old Man, who holds the little Rolls in the 
Foldings of his Garment; and he ftretches 
out his Arm, as if he meant to preient him 
with a Book, lettered on the Back, T b t z« 
M A a u E« Not far off, is drawn a large 
Groupe of Men^ fome with Buskins on 
their Legs; others with, a patticular Kind 
of flight Pumps on their Feetj and Two or 

yot*m. Ptt Three 
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Three with Vizard-Masks on their Faces. 
At fome Diftance, up in the Air, is (een a 
Figure with a Human Face, and the Legs 
and Body, and Wings, of a Swan : It (eems 
to dired its Flight to the Clouds : And he^ 
neath, on a Plain, are reprefented feveral 
Games of Exercife, as Running, Wrefiling, 
Horfe and Chariot-Races j with Crowds of 
Spedatours. 

I N the Third Pannel, the Figure, <hat firft 
engages the Eye, is Aftreay fitting on a broad 
Blue Arch of a Circle s in whicb^ are fiiadow- 
ed out darkly, in Miniature, the Likenefles 
of (everal Animals. In her Hand ihe holds 
the Ballance, of which ihe was the Inventrefs : 
In the Scales are Human Figures, leflened in 
due Proportion. In the defcending Scale 
is only One Perfon, bearing in his Lap a 
Sphere 5 and upon it, lies the Draught of a 
Gty befieged, with feveral Engines, of an 
ancient Form, planted on the Walls. He 
beckons to a Man of a fludious A(pe6t ; 
who feems intent upon a Prifm of Glafs^ 
and holds a Book open, which the Pain- 
ter's Pencil has entituled PniNCip. I^a^^ 
ruRAL. PaiLOSots. Mayhem At. in 
tlie rifing Scale is a Clufter of finarc'Men/ 

in 



N^I5S T3&^ Free-thinker. 387 

in tawdry Dreffcs, with little Rapiers, cock- 
ed Hats, and tied Wigsj holding divers 
Sorts of Matheinadcal Inftruments. Beneath, 
are fevcral Perfons, whofe Merit is diftin- 
guiflied by their peculiar Marks of Honour. 
This Man leans upon k Plough j That holds 
a Line and Plumbist, and points to the 
Plan of an Hdbfe: One looks through a 
Telelbope j another obferves a Mariner's 
Compafs; and a Third winds tip a Pendu- 
lum Clock. Amongft them, are Two Wo- 
men : The Ri-ft holds a DiftaflF under her 
Left Arm ; and ^ Weaver's Shuttle in her 
Right Hand : The' Second plays upon an 
Organ j ahd feems raviflied with the Sound 
of the Inftrument. At a proper Diftance, 
arid in a du6 Pofition, firs a Man with a 
Piece of ftrained Canvas placed before him 5 
over his L^ Thumb is a Painter*s Pallet, 
with a 'Mixture of Colotirs upon it / in 
his Right HAhd iie holds a ' Pencil V ^nd he 
cafts his Eyes ftUl-Wpbh Mrea. and her Bal- 
lance. * 

I G o »i « now' 'to rile Fourth P^nnel j 
which contuns the Rcprefentatioii of the' 
Laft Pfycboftatical E^^mexit. In the pre- 
vailing Scale -fits z-^art, whofe Looks^are 
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full of Gbodoels and Compaffion ; and; 
with both his Hand% he icatters Pieces of 
Silver and Gold to - a mixt Miiltitnde of 
Indigmty Maimed, and Sick, People* Hard 
hyj is ereded a neat, plain Building; and, 
in the Front of it, is opened to t^ View 
a long Galloy; wherein Yooi^ and Old, 
of Both SejDe% are employed on various 
Manufii^ores. Loolung up to the Peribn 
in the other Scale, who weighs fb light, 
I find there is a remarkable Blindnefs in 
his Eyes, notwithftanding diey are drawn 
wide open; his Features betray evident 
Marks pf Weaknels and Fury ; and he 

hugs in his Anns (as apprehenfive of its 
Danger) a carved* Model of a Church» 
on which rifes an ejcoibitant high Stee- 
ple* 

On the Comilh of diis Room, are to 
be feen fome few Heads, of the beft Greek 
and Rmum Philofophers, Oratours, and Hi* 
ftorians^ On the Ciehng, I behold the 
Battle of Blenheim ; The brave Exploits of 
ancient Heroes, who hwed their Countrey 
from Ruiq ; and, through Party-Rage, be- 
came Exiles, or loft their Lives : And 
here, UkewUe^ docj the Story pf Socr(ftes 

find 
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find Place, with the Manner of his Death; 
together with ^ Sufferings of the Great 
Inftrudours of Mankind, who (from his 
Days to our Time) have been Martyrty ia 
the Caufe of Truth, 
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Homo f urn: bumani mbil a me alignum pao, 

Terbnt.' 




O ytonowy it will be a Tear and 
Hoifi iince the PoblTck was firft 
alarmed with the ftartling Title of 

THE FREE-THlNKERi 

which, from the Lights it has been ihewn 
in (through the Progrefs of this Paper) by 
this Time appears a very harmlefs, focial 
Charader. 

Among the Greehy thofe Peribns, who ap- 
ply*4 Themfelves to the Study of Trutk 

for 
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for the InftniAioa of Mankimf^ were at firft 
digmfied by the Styie of Wts£-McK. 
T^ Mark of Difiindioa was^ vtftxtwatAsy 
dioiiglit too invidious and aifimiing : for 
wliidi Reafon, they condefcended to call 
Tbemfelves LoviRs of Wisdom, or 
P H 1 1, as o «p H I n s. " Thas i\|)peUatioQ 
(through die ModeAy jof it) gaiaed fo 
univerial an Approbation, that it was re- 
ceived amoi^ the Romans ^ and has, iince^ 
been naturalized in all the European Lan* 
gqages, where-ever Knowledge has flou* 
liflied. " 

In die mean Time, while neither the La-^ 
tiny nor any of the Living Languages have 
been able to raife (out of their own Growth) 
an Expreflion equivalent to this compound 
Qreek Word j the EngUJb Tongue alone has, 
by a happy Conjundion of two Ideas, whidi 
are the Glory of Humane Nature, improved 
the borrowed Phrafe,. PHILOSOPHER, 
nto FREE-THINKER: A Phrafe,. 
which not only denotes the fyll Senfe of 
the Former; but likewife Ihews, wherein 
the very Nature and Perfedioq of Pbilofopby 
(onfifts. 



He 



JSI^i59 72>tf Pree-Thinker. J91 

He alone is properly a Wife Man^ a Pbu 
lofopbery o^t fjmer of Jf^ifdm^ who difdains to 
fubmit his Reafon to the Prejudices of 
Cuftom, of Education, of Authority, of In- 
tereft, or of Paflion : Who (to the utmoft of 
his Ability) examines into all Things ini^ 
partially, before he determines either to ap^ 
prove, or to rejefi, them i and who is neither 
Unwilling, nor Afraid, to enlarge his Uiin 
derftanding, and to exercife the Faculties 
of his Mind, freely, upon every kind of 
Knowledge, which he thinks worthy bi$ 
Notice, or his Duty to learn, as a Man^. > 

And yet, notwithftanding the Elegancy, the 
Dignity, and the Significancy, of this Er^lijb. 
fexpreffion i had I not undertaken (in many of 
iny Ledures) to refcue it from the generat 
Clamour raifed againft it, through the Ra£ht; 
nefs of fome Writers, the Malice of Othe;^ 
and the Bigotry of the Ignorant i we hacl^ 
probably, in a few Years more, thrown the 
Name of Free-Thinking out of the Language j 
which would have rendered it more pradi-? 
cable (in Procefs of Time) to banifli out 
of the Nation, the manifold Privileges, ari- 
fing from the Freedom of Thoughu 

I C O M C 
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t Come now to purfiie die Method^ 
tvhkh (from die Beginning) I determined to 
obfeive at die End of every Half-Tear^ for 
die Advantage of my Readers. ThtS^U- 
mem to the Prdimnary Ledures confifts of 
Eight Papers ; Four of which are pointed out 
in the Third Paragraph of the Hundred and 
Tifdt Paper; with which I dofed the prece- 
idii^ Half-Ycar : The odier Four will be found 
in the Hundred and Ekventby Hmdred and 
Tbirteemby Hundred and Fifteaaby and the 
Hundred and Seventeenth Ledure : But, the 
Second Sedion of the Hunted zad Thirteenth^ 
and the Conduit of the Hundred and Se- 
i)enteentb, will be more ample ; if die Hwr- 
dred and Forty Sxtb Paper be fubjoined to 
tThem. After the Supplement, in the regular 
jCourfe of Reading, comes the Torch of 
Knowledge} Three Columnr of which I have 
ereded in Six Papers: The Hundred undThirty- 
lEighth and Htmdred and Thirty-Ninth Pipers 
mSce the FtrftCobmni Tht Second \s raifed 
in the Hundred and Forty-Firfi and the H/w- 
dred and Forty-Second ; and the Third Gbtmn 
is fet up in the Hundred and Frfty-Ftfthy and 
the Hundred znd Ftfty-Sixth Fipet : But, the 
Hundred and Forty-lhird, and the Hundred and 

Ftftietb, 
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Fiftieth^ Paper may ferve (in fame Meafure) 
to illuftrate the DoCtrints^ infcribed on th« 
Firft and &ce>;fe/ Column. In the Fifth Para. 
graph of the Laft Qofing-Pafer^ I direft tlie 
Student in Politicks to F/w Ledures for hi* 
Purpofej to which he may now have the Sa- 
tisfadion of adding Two more, by turning to 
the Hundred and Thirty-Second^ and the Bun^^ 
dredaiid Thirty-fif0y^ Number: The Former 
of which Two Papers (if not Both) he will 
more folly comprehend, by perufing, with 
them, the Hundred and tifty-Firft Difcourfe. 

I H A Y E feveral Times hinted j That the 
Tree-Thinker has a Long Course to run : My 
Race feems to grow before me j and (6 end- 
lefs is the Purfuit of Knowledge, that (in my 
Imagination) I am as far from the End of if 
now, as I was^ when I firft fet out. The 
Candour and Impartiality, with which I be-* 
gan this Work, I endeavour ftill to pieferve | 
and ihall not^ knowingly, forfeit it, in my fu- 
ture Labours. To this Uprightnefs of my 
Intentions alone, do I attribute the peaceable 
Reception, and the indulgent Treatment, 
which thcfe Free Difcourfes have met with 
amongft Readers of every Party, and every 
Perfwafion. And, as I fpeak out plain 

Vouin. Cc Truths, 
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Truths, with no Intention to ofifend; my 
Countreymen (in General) have hitherto been 
(6 equitable to Me, and fo kind to Them« 
felves» as not to take Odence at the Didates 
of Common Senfe, uttered with Modera** 
tion* 

At the (ame Time ; I am not infenfible^ 
^t there are many Perfons, who wiih (not 
through Ignorance) I would not give my felf 
the Trouble of Publiihing my Thoughts ; 
apprehending, perhaps, I may lower the 
Price of Errours, and bring them (in a few 
Months more) to be an unfaleable Commo- 
dity. All I have to reply to thefe Dealers 
in Trinkets, and flight Ware, is ; that I ex- 
pofe my Goods fairly, in the Publick Mar- 
ket i that every Buyer has the Liberty of 
examining and finding Fault, to either the bed:, 
or the worft, of his Judgment ; that I do not 
defire . my Opinions ihould be taken upon 
my own Recommendation; that I may 
frequently Err, notwithftanding all my Care 
to the contrary; that I feek only after 
Truth, and ihall always be glad to have 
any of my Miftakes corre^ed. The Fairy- 
Fbihfapber is a Man j and defires to be 
treated, upon all Occafions, as a Man j 

which 
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which is the Treatment he has, all along, given 
to others : And the moft he pretends to, by 
Way of Diftinaion from the Generality of 
Writers, is (as he declares in the very Stcond 
Paper) Neither to be afraid to auow a Truth, 
nor ajhamd to retraSi an Errour, 

The End of the Third Volume. 
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